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Quid dulcius uominum ccneri a natvra 
datum est, quam sui cuk^e libert? 
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My dear Children, 

THE little prefent which 
is now ofFered to your 
acceptance, if it have no other 
value, will at leaft evince the 
fincerity and warmth of my 
afFedion for you. It will ftiew 
that you have been the objefts 
of my fondeft attention, and 
tendereft folicitude. The buf- 

A4 tie 
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tie of the town, and the anxie- 
ties of an adive profeflion, have 
indeed neceffarily diverted xny 
thoughts, and at times ex- 
eluded your image from my 
mind ; but, like the bird w^hich 
you have hunted from her neft, 
my heart has fooA returned to 
the place where all its pleafing 
cares are centred^ In our de- 
lightful retirement at Hart-Hill, 
every thing around me has con- 
fpired to fuggeft ideas of your 
health, your happinefs, or im- 
provement. The fetting fun, 
the fliady tree, the whifpering 
breeze, or the fragrant flower, 
have alike furniflied fome tale 

or 
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or analogy, which has been ap- 
plied to your inftrudion. 

When you recoUeft thefe 
Leflbns of Wifdom and Virtue, 
I flatter myfelf you will aflbci- 
ate with them the paternal en- 
dearments with which they were 
delivered ; and that I flaall live 
with honour in your memories, 
when forgotten by the world, 
-.ajid mouldering in the dull. 
Such immortality I am more 
ambitious to obtain, than all 
the fame which learning or phi^ 
lofophy beftows. 

Adieu ! my dear children. 
May you be wife, virtuous, and 

happy I 
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happjr ! And hereafter may we 
meet, to part no more, in thofe 
regions of the blefled, where 
our knowledge and felicity will 
be for ever increafing ; and 
where we fhall enjoy together 
the glorious prefence of our 
common Father, the Parent of 
the univerfe I 



rUOMAS PERCIVAL. 



Hart-Hill^ near Manchester, 
Anguft ift, 1775. 
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AS the following Tales and Re- 
flections will fall into other 
hands befides thofe of the author's 
children, for whofe ufe they were 
folely intended; it may be proper 
to acquaint the reader, that three 
objefts of inftrudiion have been prin- 
cipally kept in view. The firft and 
leading one is to refine the feelings 
of the heart, and to infpire the mind 
with -the love of moral excellence. 
And furely nothing can operate more 
forcibly, than ftriking pidtures of 

the 
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the beauty of virtue, and the de- 
formity of vice ; which at once con- 
vince the judgment, and leave a laft- 
ing impreffion on the imagination. 
Dry precepts are little attended to, 
and ibon forgotten : * And if in- 
culcated with feverity, they produce 
in youth an aver lion to every fubjeft 
of ferious refledlion ; teaching them, 
as Erafbius juftly obferVes, virtutem 
J^ul odiffe et nojfe^ 



\ 



/t'he fecond defign of this little 
work is to awaken curiofity, to ex- 
cite the fpirit of inquiry, and to con- 
vey, in a lively and entertaining man- 
ner, a knowledge of the works of 
God. On this account, a ftri(ft at- 
tention has been paid to truth and 
nature. No improbabilities are rela- 
ted; 



• Longum iter per precepta ; breve et cfficax 
per exempla. 

Seneca. 
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ted ; and moft of the. narrations are 
conformable to the ufual courle of 
things, or derived from the records 
of hiftory. 

The third end propofed, is to pro- 
mote a more early acquaintance with 
the ufe of words and idioms. Thefe 
being only the arbitrary marks of our 
ideas, fuch as are moft proper and ex- 
preffive may be learned, with no lefs 
facility, than the vulgar and fami- 
liar forms of fpeech. 

It will be acknowledged that thefe 
are highly interefting and important 
objects; but the attainment of them 
• muft depend upon the attention of 
the learner, and the capacity of his 
parent or tutor . to explain the terms, 
point out the analogies, and enforce 
the refleiflions which are here deli- 
vered* To the younger pupil, there- 
fore. 
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fore, every tale that is fuited to his 
years, fhould be made a diftind: 
leffon, and a reafonable time allotted 
for the fulleft illuftration of it. And 
when the words, the fubjedl, and 
the moral are clearly underftood, 
his curiofity concerning whatever 
may be conned:ed with, or fuggefted 
by them, fhould be gratified and en- 
couraged. 

Such an early exertion of almoft 
every faculty of the mind, cannot 
fail to enliven the imagination, 
quicken the apprehenfion, enlarge 
the underftanding, and give ftrength 
and folidity to the judgment. And 
thefe are the moft valuable advan- 
tages which can be derived from the 
compleateft education. For half of 
what we learn in youth is foon loft 
in oblivion ; and ferves only for the 
cxercife and improvement of our 

capacities. 
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capacities. So limited indeed are 
the powers of memory, that every 
man of letters may apply to himfelf, 
^vhat Dr. Bentley faid of Dr. Gooch, 
with a pride dilgraceful to learning, 
/ have. FORGOTTEN more knowledge 
than /&^ POSSESSES. 

The compofition of Themes ge- 
nerally forms a part of the fyftem 
of education in public fchools. But 
the tafk is always irkfome to boys, 
and feldom well executed by them; 
becaufe a grave, didaftic, and me- 
thodical difcourfe is not fuited to 
their tafte and genius. The writing 
of tales and fables, with moral re- 
flections,, might perhaps be a more 
ufeful and entertaining exercife; as 
it would afford a greater latitude for 
invention, would better difplay the, 
powers of imagination, and would 

produce the happy talent of relating 

famiViarr 
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familiar and trivial occurrences with 
eafe andeleganoe. 

No attention has ^ been paid to 
fyfteiti, in the arrangement of the 
articles contained in this volume. 
They are placed in the order in 
which they were written ; and they 
were written at various times, as 
leifure allowed, or as the fubje^ts of 
them were fuggefted, by family in- 
cidents, and other fortuitous circum- 
ftances. But though the tales are 
feverally adapted to certain ages and 
occafions, it is hoped that their 
utility will not be confined within 
fuch precife and narrow limits. The 
amufements and inftruftions, even 
of early youth, are reviewed in man- 
hood with fatisfadtion and advantage. 
And as the fame objedts, at difFer*- 
ent periods of life, excite different 
ideas and refledtions, the lefTons 
which are comprehenfible to an in- 
telligent 
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telligent boy of ten, may furnifh 
new matter to him at twenty, and 
be interefting to others of every 
age.* 

Perhaps fome apology may be 
thought neceflary for the publication 
of a work, in many refpefts of a 
private nature, and profeflediy writ- 
ten by a parent, for the inftru6tion 
only of his own children. The 
author chufes not to plead, though 
he might with truth, the folicita- 
tion of his moft judicious friends, 
who have honoured his undertaking 
with their approbation. He relies 
on the candour of the public ; con- 
fcious that he is influenced by no 
other motive than a fincere defire to 
do good. And he flatters himfelf 



*"I'read in Livy," fays Montaigne, "what 
** another man does not ; and Plutarch iread in him 
" what I do not." 

B that 
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that precepts which have flowed 
from the heart, will reach the h^rt, 
and produce impreffions on the ten- 
der minds of youth, not to be expedl- 
ed from the wifeft maxims, delivered 
with Goldnefs and indifference. 

^amobremy pergite, AdolefcenteSj 
atque in Jiudia incumbitey ut et vobis 
honoriy et amicis utilitatiy et Reipub-- 
ltC(B emolumento ejfe poffitis.* 



Cicero. 
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IDLENESS AND IRRESOLUTION. 

HORACE, a celebrated Roman poet, 
relates, that a country man, who 
wanted to pafs a river. Hood loitering on 
the banks of it, in the foolifli expe6):ation 
that a current fo rapid, would foon dif- 
charge its waters. But the ftream ftill 
^owed, increafed, perhaps, by frefli tor- 
rents from the mountains; and it muft 
for ever flow, becaufe the fources from 
which it is derived are inexhauftible. 

Thus 
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Thus the idle and irrejolute youth trifles 
over his books, or waftes in play his pre- 
cious moments ; deferring the talk of im- 
provement, which at firft is eafy to be ac- 
complifhed, but which will become more 
and more difficult, the longer it be 
negledted. 



CRUELTY TO INSECTS, 

Ti/TR. Melmoth, in one of his elegant 
^^^ letters, informs his friend, that the 
fnails have had n)ore than their fhare of his 
peaches and nedtarines this feafon \ but 
that he deems it a fort of cruelty to fufFer 
them to be deftroyed. It feems to be his 
opinion, that it is no lefs inhuman to crufh 
to death a harmlefs infeft, whofe only of- 
fence is, that he eats the food which nature 
has provided for his fuftenance, than it 
would be to kill a more bulky creature for 
the fame reafori. For the fenfations of many 
infefts are, at leaft, as exquifite as thofe 
of animals of more enlarged dimenfions^ 
The millepedes rpUs itfelf round upon the 

flighteft 



MORAL TALES. ^ 

ilighteit touch ; and the fnail draws in her 
horns upon the firft approach of the hand. 
Such inftances of fenfibility certainly con- 
firm the obfervation of our inimitable 
Shakefpear, who teaches us that 

the poor beetle which we tread apon, 

Li corporal fufferance feds a pang as great 
As wlien a giant dies. 

But whilft we encourage thefe amiable 
feelings of the heart, we muft not forget 
that humanity itfelf may be carried to an 
unreafonable, and even ridiculouFextreme. 
Mr. Bayle relates that Bellarmine, a Ro- 
mifh faint, patiently fuffered the fleas, and 
other vermin, to prey upon him. Wejball 
have Heaven y laid he, to reward us for our 
Sufferings ; but tbe/epoor creatures have only 
the enjoyment oftbefrejent life. 



AFFECTION TO PARENTS. 

A N amiable youth was lamenting, in 
-'^ terms of the finpereft grief, the death 
of a moft aflfedlionate parent. His com- 
panion 
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panion endeavoured to confole him by the 
refleAion^ that he had always behaved to 
the deceafed with duty, tendernefs, and 
reipeft. So I thought, replied the youth, 
whilft my parent, was livings btit now I 
recoUeft, with pain and forrow, many in- 
ftances of difobedience and negledt, for 
which, alas ! it is too late to make 
atonement. 



tAKlKG OF BIRD-NESTS. 

I HAVE found out a gift for my fair ; 
I have found where the wood pigeons breed. 
But let me that plunder forbear ! 
She will fay 'tis a barbarous deed. 

For he tte*ef can be true, fhe averr'd. 
Who can rob a poor bird of its young : 

And I lov'd her the more when I heard 
Such tendernefs fall from her tongue. 

I have heard her with fweetnefs unfold. 

How that pity was due to a dove ; 
That it ever attended the bold ; 

And fhe call'd it the ilfter of love. 

Shenstonb* 
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ON THE SAME. 

A iSoY, who was a great deftroyer of 
^*", nefts, had carefully preferved one, 
that he might enjoy the cruel pleafure of 
confining in a cage the poor birds, who 
had the fame natural right to liberty with 
himfelf. A hungry cat difcovered the 
neft, and devoured the unfeathered brood. 
The boy bewailed his lofs, and vowed re- 
venge upon the cat 5 not reflefting on 
the many nefts which he had wantonly 
flunderedj whilft the cat was impelled, by 
the diftates of nature, to fatisfy a craving 
appetite. 



TENDERNESS TO MOTHERS. 

TiTARK that parent hen, faid a father 
^^^ to his beloved fon. With what 
anxious care does flie call together her ofF- 
fpring, and cover them with her expanded 
wings ! The kite is hovering in the air, 
and difappointed of his prey, may perhaps 

dart 



I 
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dart upon the hen herfelf> and bear her off 
in his talons h 

,. Does not this fight fuggeft to you the 
tendemefs and affeftion of your mother ? 
Her watchful care protefted you in the 
helplefs period of infancy, when Ihe nou- 
riflied you with her milk, taught your 
limbs to move, and your tongue to lifp its 
unformed accents. In childhood Ihe has 
mourned over your little griefs; has re- 
joiced in your innocent delights i has ad- 
miniftered to-you the healing balm in fick- 
nefs ; and has inftilled into your mind the 
Jove of truth, of virtue, and of wifdom. 
Oh ! cherifti every fentiment of refpefb for 
fuch a mother. She merits your warmeft 
gratitude, efteem, and veneration. 



THE FOLLY OF CRYING UPON TRIFLING 

OCCASIONS. 

A LITTLE girl, who ufed to weep 
-'^ bitterly for the moft trifling hurt, 
was one dajr attacked by a furious dog. 

Her 
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Her cries reached the fervants of the fa- 
mily ; but they paid little attention to what 
they were fo much accuftomed to hear. It 
happened, however, very fortunately, that 
a country man paffed by, who, with great 
humanity, refcued the child from the de- 
vouring teeth of the dog. 



INTEMPERANCE, 

/^YRus, when a youth, 'being at the 
^^ court of his grandfather Aflyages, 
undertook one day to be the cup-bearer at 
table. It was the duty of this officer to 
tafte the liquor, before it was prefented to 
the king. Cyrus; without performing this 
ceremony, delivered the cup in a very grace- 
ful manner to his grandfather. The king 
reminded him of his omiflion, which he 
imputed to forge tfulnefs. No, replied 
Cyrus, I was afraid to tafte, becaufe I ap- 
prehended there was poifon in the liquor : 
For not long fince, at an entertainment 
which you gave, I obferved that the lords 

C of 
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of your court, after drinking of it, became 
noify, quarrelfome, and frantic. Even 
you. Sir, feemed to have forgotten that 
you were a king. 

Xevophon. . 



CRUELTY PUNISHED. 

A PACK of ravenous fox hounds were 
-^•^ half ftarved in their kennel, to reii- 
der them more furious and eager in the 
chace; and were feverely lafhed every day 
by a mercilefs keeper, that they might be 
difciplined to the ftridteft obfervance of his 
looks and commands. It happened that 
this petty tyrant entered the kennel with- 
out his fcourge. The dogs obferved his 
defencelefs ftate ; and inftantly flying upon 
him, at once fatiated their hunger and re- 
venge, by tearing him to pieces. 

Whilft you pity the unhappy fate of 
the keeper, lament that, in a civilized 

country. 
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country, fuch cruelties fhould be cxer- 
cifedj as to give occafion to it. 



LIBERALItV. 



'^ou have feen the hufbandman/c/^Z/^r- 
* ing his feed upon the furrowed ground ! 
It fprings up, is gathered into his barns, 
and crowns his labours with joy and plen- 
ty. — Thus the man who diftributes his for- 
tune with generofity and prudence, is am- 
ply repaid by the gratitude of thofe whom 
he obliges, by the approbation of his own 
mind, and the favour of God. 



THE PERT AND THE IGNORANT ARE 
PRONE TO RIDICULE. 

A GENTLEMAN, ofa gravc deport- 
** ^ ment, was bufdy engaged in blow- 
ing bubbles of foap and water, and was 
attentively obferving them, as they ex- 
panded and burft in the funfhine. A pert 
youth fell into a fit of loud laughter, at a 

C 2 fight 
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fight fo ftrange, and which (hewed, as he 
thought, fuch folly, and infanity. — Be a- 
^. Ihamed, young man, faid one who pafTed 
by, of your rudenefs and ignorance. You 
now behold the greateft: Philpfopher of the 
age. Sir Ifaac Newton, inveftigating the 
nature of light and colours, by a feries of 
experiments, no lefs, curious than ufeful, 
though you deem them childifh and infig- 
nificant.. 



COMPASSION TO THE POOR. 



PITY the forrows of a poor old man, 
Whofc trembling limbs have borne him to your door, 
Whofe days are dwindled to the Ihorteft fpan. 
Oh ! give relief, and Heaven will blefs your ilorc. 

Thefc tatter'd cloaths my poverty befpeak, 
Thefe hoary locks proclaim my lengtheti'd years ; 

And many a furrow in my grief- worn cheek 
Has been the channel to a flood of tears. 



Yon houfe, eredted on the rifing ground, 
With tempting afpedl drew me from my road j 

For Plenty there a refidence has found. 
And Grandeur a, magnificent abode. 

Hard 
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Hard is the fate of the itifirm and poor f 
Here, as I crav'd a morfel of their bread, 

A pamper'd menial drove me from the door« 
To feek a ihelter in an humbler (hed. 



Oh ! take me to your hofpitable dome ; 

Keen blows the wind, and piercing is the cold I 
Short is my paiTage to the friendly tomb. 

For I am po(^ and miferably old. 



Should I reveal the fources of my g^ief. 
If foft humanity e'er touched your brcaft; 

Your hands would not withhold the kind reli&f. 
And tears of pity would not be reprcft. 



Heaven fends misfortunes ; why fhould we repine f 
'Tis Heaven has brought me to the ftatc you fee ; 

And your condition may be foon like mine. 
The child of forrow, and of mifery. 



A little farm was my paternal lot. 

Then like the lark I fprightly hail'd the morn ; 
But ah ! oppreffion forc'd me from my cot, 

My cattle dy'd, and blighted was my corn. 



My daughter, once the comfort of my age, 
Lur'd by a villain from her native home, 

Iscaft abandoned on the world's wide ftage. 
And doom'd in fcanty poverty to roam. 

*C 3 ^y 



^ 
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My tender wife, fweet foother of my care ? 

Struck with fad anguifh at the ftern decree. 
Fell, ling'ring fell, a vklim to dcfpair. 

And left the world to wretchednefs and me. 



Pity the forrows of a poor old man, 

Whofc trembling limbs have .borne him to your door, 
Whofcdays are dwindled to the fliortcll fpan. 

Oh ! give relief, and Heaven will blcfs your ftore. 

Ths Spbakeb, by Db. Enfiblo. 



PARENTAL AFFECTION* 

'T^H E white bear of Greenland and Spitz- 
^ bergen is confiderably larger than 
the brown bear of Europe, or the black 
bear of North America. This animal lives 
upon fifli, and feals, and is not only feen 
upon land in the countries bordering on 
the North Pole, but often on floats of ice, 
feveral leagues at fea. The following re- 
lation is copied from the Journal of a Voy- 
agey for making Difcoveries towards the 
North Pole. 

Early in the morning, th^ man at 
the maft-head of the Carcafe, gave notice 

that 
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that three bears were making their way 
very faft over the ice, and that they were 
diredting their courfe towards the (hip. 
They had, without queftion, been invited 
by the fcent of the blubber of a fea horfe, 
kilted a few days before, which the men 
had fet on fire, and which was burning on 
the ice at the time of their approach.- They 
proved to be a fhe-bear and her two cubs ; 
but the cubs were nearly as large as the 
dam. They ran eagerly to the fire, and 
drew out from the flames part of the flefli^ 
of the fea horfe, that remained unconfum- 
cd, and ate it voracioufly. The crew from 
the fhip threw great lumps of the flefli of 
the fea horfe, which they had ttill left, 
upon the ice, which the old bear fetched 
away fingly, laid every lump before her 
cubs as (he brought it, and dividing it, 
gave each a fhare, referving but a fmall 
portion to herfelf. As fhe was fetching 
away the laft piece, they levelled their 
mulkets at the cubs, and (hot them both 
dead ; and in her retreat they wounded the 
dam, but not mortally. 

C 4 It 



i6 MORAL TALES. 

It would have. drawn tears bf pity from 
any but unfeeling minds, to have marked 
the affectionate concern exprelTed by this 
poor bead, in the laft moments of her 
expiring young. Though flie was forely 
wounded, and could but juft crawl to the 
place where they lay, Ihe carried the lump 
of fleih fhe had fetched away, as flie had 
done others before^ tore it in pieces, and 
laid it down before them j and when Ihe 
faw that they refufed to eat, (he laid her 
paws firft upon one, and then upon the 
other^ and endeavoured to raife them up : 
all this while it was pitiful to hear her 
moan. When flie found flie could not 
ftir them, flie went off, and when flie 
had gotten at fome difl^ance, looked back 
and moaned; and that not availing her 
to entice them away, flie returned, and 
fmelling round them^ began to lick their 
wounds. She went off a fecond time, as 
before j and having crawled a few paces^ 
looked again behind her, and for fome 
time fliood moaning. But ftill her cubs 
not rifing to follow her, flie returned to 

them 
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them again, and with figns of inexpreflible 
fondnefs, went round one, and round the 
otJkr, pawing them, and moaning. Find.- 
ing at laft that they were cold and lifelefs, 
fhe raifed her head towards the fliip, 
and growled a curfe upon the murderers j 
which they returned with a volley of muf- 
ket balls. She fell between her cubs, and 
died, licking their wounds. 

Can you admire the maternal afFeftion 
of the bear, and not feel in your heart the 
warmeft emotions of gratitude, for the 
ftronger and more permanent tenderneft, 
you have fo long experienced from your 
parents ? 

• I. 



THE FALLACY OF EXTERNAL 
APPEARANCE. 

Is there any hidden beauty, faid Alexis 
to Euphronius, in that dufky, ill-fhap- 
ed ftone, which you examine with fo much 
attention ? I am admiring the wonderful 

properties 
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properties, not the beauty, replied Eu- 
phronius, which it poffeffes. It is by 
means of this ftone that the mariner fteers 
his tracklefs courfe through the vaft ocean 5 
and without it, the fpices of the Eaft, the 
mines of Peru, and all the luxuries which 
commerce pours into Europe, would for 
ever have remained unknown. — The cu- 
riofity of Alexis was excited, and he was 
impatient to learn in what wonderful man.- 
ner fuch advantages could be derived from 
a fubftance apparently of fo little value. 
— This magnet or loadftone, for it is 
known by both names, faid Euphronius, 
imparts to iron the property of fettling it- 
felf, when nicely balanced, in a direftion 
nearly North and South. The failor is 
therefore furnifhed with an unerring guide 
in the midft of the ocean. For when he 
faces the North, the Eaft and Weft "are 
readily afcertained, the former lying to his 
right, and the latter to his left hand. 
And from thefe four points, all the fub- 
divifions of the mariner's compafs are 
formed. The figure of a- ftar, which 

you 
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you fo often draw upon paper, will give 
you a clear idea of the compafs. Make 
yourfelf a mailer of it i and from the pre- 
fent inftance of your want of knowledge, 
learn a becoming modefty in the judgments, 
which you form concerning the produ45Hons 
of nature. The whole creatioji is the work- 
manfhip of an Omnipotent Being: and 
though we cannot always trace the marks 
of harmony, beauty, or ufefulnefs, yet 
doubtlels to the eye of a fuperior intelli- 
gence, every part of it difplays infallible 
wifdom, and unbounded goodneis. 



^ 



5ELFISH SORROW REPROVED. 

T T was a holiday in the month of June, 
-*■ and Alexis had prepared himfelf to fet 
out, with a party of his companipns, up- 
on a little journey of pleafure. But the 
iky lowered, the, clouds gathered, and 
he remained for fome time in anxious 
fyfpenfe about his expedition; which at 
Jaft was prevented by heavy and continu- 
ed 



20 MORAL TALES. 

cd rain. The difappointment overpower- 
ed his fortitude j he burft into tears j la- 
mented the untimely change of weather ; 
and fuUenly refufed all confolation* 

In the evening, the clouds were dif- 
perfed i the fun Ihone with unufual bright- 
nefs; and the face of nature feemed to be re- 
newed in vernal beauty. Euphronius con- 
duced Alexis into the fields. The ftorm 
of paffion in his breaft was now (tilled ; 
and the ferenity of the air, the mufic of 
the feathered fongfters, the verdure of the 
meadows, and the fweet perfumes which 
breathed around, regaled every fenfe, and 
filled his mind with peace and joy. 

Don't you remark, faid Euphronius, 
the delightful change which has fuddenly 
taken place in the whole creation ? Recoi- 
led the appearance of the fcene before 
us yefterday. The ground was then 
parched with a long drought; the flow- 
ers hid their drooping heads; no fra- 
grant odours were perceived j and ve- 
getation 
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getation feemed to ceafe. To what 
caufe muft we impute the revival of na- 
ture ? — To the rain which fell this morn- 
ing, replied Alexis, with a modeft confu- 
fion. He was ftruck with the felfifhnels 
and folly of his conduft ; and his own 
bitter refleftions anticipated the reproofs 
of Euphronius. 



HONESTY AND cJENEROSITY. 

A POOR man, who was door-keeper 
-*-^ to a houfe in Milan, found a purfe 
which contained two hundred crowns - 
The man who . had loft it, informed 
by a public advertifement, came to the 
houfe, and giving fufficient proof that 
the purfe belonged to him, the door-keep- 
er reftored it. Full of joy and gratitude, 
the owner offered his benefaftor twenty 
crowns, which he abfolutely refufed. Ten 
were then propofcd, and afterwards fives 
but the door-keeper ftill continuing in- 
exorable, the man threw his purfe upon 

the 
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the ground, and iii an angry tone cried, 
" I have loft nothing, nothing at all, if 
you thus rcfufe to accept of a gratuity/' 
The door-keeper then confented to receive 
five crowns, which he immediately diftri- 
bute4 amongft the poor. 

ROLLIN. 



A GENEROUS RETURN FOR AN INJURY. 

WHEN the great Conde commanded 
the Spanilh army, and laid fiege 
to one of the French towns in Flanders, a 
foldier being ill treated by a general officer^ 
and ftruck feveral times with a cane, for 
fome difrelpeftful words he had let fall, 
anfwered very coolly, that he ihould foon 
make him repent of it. Fifteen days after- 
wards, the fame general officer ordered the 
colonel of the trenches to find a bold and 
intrepid fellow, to execute an important 
cnterprife, for which he promifed a re- 
ward of a hundred piftoles. The foldier 
we are fpeaking of, who pafled for the 

braveft 
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braveft in the regiment, offered his fervice, 
and going with thfrty of his comrades^ 
which he had the liberty to make choice 
of, he difcharged a very hazardous com- 
miflion, with incredible courage and good 
fortune. Upon his return, the general 
officer highly commended him, and gave 
him the hundred pifloles which he had 
promifed. The foldier prefently diftri- 
buted them amongft his comrades, faying, 
he did not ferve for pay, and demanded 
only that if his late adtion feemed to de- 
ferve any recompenfe, they would make 
him an officer. And now, fir, adds he to 
the general, who did not know him, I am 
the foldier whom you abufed fo much 
fifteen days ago, and I then told you, I 
would make you repent of it. The general, 
in great admiration, and melting into tears, 
threw his arms around his neck, begged 
his pardon, and gave him a commilfion 
that very day. 

Roll IN. 



w^ 
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WE TOO OFTEN JUDGE OF MEN BY THE 

SPLENDOUR, AND NOT BY THE MERIT 

OF THEIR ACTIONS. 
> 

Alexander demanded of a pirate, 
•*^ whom he had taken, by what right 
he infefted the fcas ? By the fame right, 
replied he boldly, that you enflave the 
world. But I am called a robber, becaufe 
I have only one fmall veffel -, and you are 
flyled a conqueror, becaufe you command 
great fleets and armies. 

Cicero. 



silence and reserve reproved. 

« 

Cophron* was frequently the com- 
^ panion of Euphronius in his va- 
rious journeys. He was a youth of 
obfervation, but indulged too much a 
natural referve, of temper. His coufins 



• The Author's Nephew. 

com- 
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complained that he who fo often enjoyed 
amufement himfelf, fhould contribute fo 
little to the general entertainment of the 
family. At firft they intended to peti- 
tion Euphronius to carry him no more 
abroad; but a good-natured ftratagem 
anlwered better the purpole of reproof. 
They agreed that each fhould purfuc, 
for a few days, a conduft fimilar to that 
of Sophron. One vifited the magnifi- 
cent Mufeum of Mr. Lever at Alkrington; 
another went to a very diverting comedy i 
and a third failed, with a party, upon the 
Duke of Bridgewater's Canal, and viewed 
all the wonders of that ftupendous under- 
taking. But when they returned home, 
the chearful communications of friendfhip 
were fupprefledj and the ufual eagernefs 
to difclofe all which they had fcen, was 
converted into filence and referve. No 
fbcial converfc enlivened the evening 
hours, and the fprightlinefs of youth 
gave place to mute folemnity. Sophron 
remarked the change with furprife and 
folicitude. He felt the lofs of that 

D gaiety 
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gaiety and unreferved intercourfe, which 
he feldom promoted, but of which he 
loved to participate. And when the 
defign of his coufins was explained to 
him, he candidly acknowledged, and 
promifed to amend his fault. -^ 



CRUELTY TO INSECTS^ 

t 

A CERTAIN youth indulged himfelf 
-*^ in the cruel entertainment of tor- 
turing and killing flies. He tore off 
their wings and legs, and then watched 
with pleafure their impotent efforts to 
cfcape from him. Sometimes he col- 
lefted a number of them together, and 
crufhed them at once to death; glory- 
ing, like many a celebrated hero, in 
the devaftation he committed. Alexis 
remonftrated with him, in vain, on this 
barbarous conduft. He could hot per- 
fuade him to believe that flies are ca- 
pable of pain, and have a right, no 

lefs 
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lefs than ourfelves, to life, liberty, and 
enjoyment. , The figns of agony, which, 
when tormented, they exprefs, by the 
quick and various contortions of their 
bodies, he neither underftood, nor would 
attend to. 

Alexis had a microfcope ; and he 
delired his companion, one day, to ex- 
amine a moft beautiful and furprifing 
animal. Mark, faid he, how it is ftud~ 
d^d from head to tail with black and 
filrer, and its body all over befet with 
the moft curious briftles I The head con- 
tains a pair of livfely eyes, encircled with 
iUver hairs.; and the trunk confifts of two 
parts, which fold over each other. The 
whole body is ornamented with plumes 
and decorations, which furpafs all the lux* 
uries of drefs, in the courts of the greatcft 
princes. Pleafed and aftonifhed with what 
he faw, the youth was impatient to know 
the name and properties of this wonderful 
animal. Jt was withdrawn from the mag- 
nifier 5 and when offered to his naked eye, 

D 2 proved 
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proved to be a poor fly, which had been 
the vidim of his wanton cruelty. 



THE HONOUR AND ADVANTAGE OF A 
CONSTANT ADHERENCE TO TRUTH. 

TQetrarch, a celebrated Italian Poet, 
^ who flourifhed about four hundred 
years ago, recommended himfelf to the 
confidence and afFe6bion of Cardinal Co- 
lonna, in whofe family he refided, by 
his candour, and ftrift regard to truth. 
A violent quarrel occurred in the houf- 
hol3 of this nobleman, which was car- 
ried fo far, that recourfe was had to arms. 
The Cardinal wifhed to know the founda- 
tion t>f this affair ; and that he might be 
able to decide with jufticc, he affembled 
all his people, and obliged them to bind 
themfelves, by a mofl folemn oath on the 
Gofpels, to declare the whole truth. Eve- 
ry one, without exception, fubmitted to 
this determination ; even the Biihop of 
Luna, brother to the Cardinal, was not 

exculcd. 



MORAL TALES. 29 

cxcufcd. Petrarch, in his turn, prefent- 
ing himfelf to take the oath, the Cardinal 
clofed the book, and fjud, " jis to you^ 
Petrarchy your word is Jufficient .'' * 

A ftory fimilar to this, is related of 
Zenocrates, an Athenian Philofopher, who 
lived three hundred years before Chrift, 
and was educated in the fchool of Plato. 
The people of Athens entertained fo high 
an opinion of his probity, that one day 
when he approached the altar, to confirm 
by an oath the truth of what he had aflert- 
ed, the judges unanimoufly declared his 
word to be fufficient evidence. 



«i 



SLOTH CONTRASTED WITH INDUSTRY. 

^TpHE Sloth is an animal of South 

^ America ; and is fo ill formed for 
motion, that a few paces are often the 
journey pf a week i and fo indifpofed to 

* See the Life of Petrarch, elegantly tranflated by 
Mrs. Dobfon. 

D 3 move. 
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move, that he never changes his place, 
but when impelled by the fevereft flings 
of hunger. He lives upon the leaves, 
fruit, and flowers of trees, and often on 
the bark itfelf, when nothing befides is 
left for his fubfiftence^ As a large quan- 
tity of food is necefTary for his fupporr, he 
generally ftrips a tree of all its verdure in 
lefs than a fortnight : And Toeing then 
deftitute of food, he drops down, like a 
lifelefs nnafs, from the branches to the 
ground. After remaining torpid fome 
time, from the fhock received by the fall, 
he prepares for a journey to fome neigh- 
bouring tree, to which he crawls with a 
motion almoft imperceptible. At length 
arrived, he afcends the trunk, and de- 
vours, with famifhed appetite, whatever 
the branches afford. By confuming the 
bark, he foon deftroys the life of the tree ; 
and thus the fource is lofl, from which his 
fuflenance is derived. 

Such is the miferable flate of this 
(lothful animal. How different are the 

comforts 
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comforts and enjoyments of the induf- 
trious Beaver I This creature is found 
in the northern parts of America; and 
is about two feet long, and one foot high. 
The figure of it fomewhat refembles that 
of a rat. In the months of June and July, 
the beavers aflemble, and form a Ibciety 
which generally confiits of more than two 
hundred. They always fix their abode by 
the fide of a lake or river ; and in order to 
make a dead water in that part which lies 
above and below, they ereft, with incredible 
labour, a dam or pier^ perhaps fourfcore 
or a hundred feet long, and ten or twelve 
feet thick' at the bafe. When this dike is 
compleated, they build their feveral apart- 
ments, which are divided into three ftories. 
The firft is below the level of the mole, 
and is for the ndoft part full of water. 
The walls of their habitations are perpen- 
dicular, and about two feet thick. If any 
wood projed from them, they cut it off 
with their teeth, which are more fervice- 
able than faws : And by the help of their 
tails, they plaifter all their works with a 

D 4 kind 
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kind of mortar, which they prepare of dry 
grafs and clay mixed together. In Auguft 
or September they begin to lay up their 
ftores of food ; which confift of the wood 
of the birch, the plane, and of fome other 
trees. Thus they pafs the gloomy winter 
in eafe and plenty. 

Thefe two American animals, contrafted 
with each other, afford a naoft ftriking 
pifture of the bleflings of induftry, and 
the penury and wretchednefs of floth. 



THE FOLLY AND ODIOUSNESS 
OF AFFECTATION. 

T vcY, Emilia, and Sophronia, feated 
•*--' on a bank of daifies, near a purling 
ftream, were liftening to the mufic of a 
neighbouring grove. The fun gilded with 
his fetting beams the weftern Iky ; gentle 
zephyrs breathed around; and the feathered 
fongfters feemed to vie with each other, in 
their evening note$ of gratitude and praife. 

Delighted 
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Delighted with the artlefs melody of the 
linnet, the goldfinch, the woodlark, and 
the thrufli, they were all eary and obferved 
not a peacock, which had ftrayed from a 
diftant farm, and was approaching them 
with a majeftic pace and expanded plu- 
mage. The harmony of the , concert was 
foon interrupted by the loud and harlh 
cries of this ftately bird ; which, though 
chafed away by Emilia, continued his 
vociferations with the confidence that 
confcious beauty too often infpires. Does 
this foolifh bird, faid Lucy, fancy that he 
is qualified to (ing, becaufe he is furnifhed 
with a fpreading tail, ornamented with ,the 
richeft colours ? I know not, replied 
Sophronia, whether the peacock be capable 
of fuch a refleftion ; but I hope that you 
and Emilia will always avoid the difplay o^ 
whatever is inconfiflent with your fex, your 
ftation, or your charafter. Shun afFe<ECatio$ 
in all its odious forms j afTume no borrov^ 
ed airs ; and be content to pleafe, to flune, 
or to be ufeful, in the way which nature 
points out, and which reafon approve^. 

TUB 
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TUB PASSIONS fHOMLD BE GOVERNED 

_ B \^ ' R E A S O N. 

QopHRON and Alexis had frequently 
^ heard Euphronius mention the experi- 
ment of ftilling the waves with oil, niade 
by his friend DoAor Franklin. They were 
iiiipatient to repeat it ; and a brilk wind 
proving favourable to the trial, they haften- 
cd, one evening, to a flieet of water in the 
pleafure grounds of Eugenio, near Hart- 
HilL The oil was fcattered upon the 
pool, and fpread itfelf inftantly on all fides, 
calming the whole furface of the water, 
tnd refle<5ting the moft beautiful colours. 
Elated with fuccefs, the youths returned to 
Euphronius, to inquire the caufe of fuch a 
%ronderful appearance. He informed them 
tkat the wind blowing upon water which is 
(fevered with a coat of oil. Aides over the 
fufface of it, and produces no friftion that 
cafi raife a wave. But this curious phild- 
fophical fafl:, faid he, fuggefts a moft im- 
portant 
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portant moral reflexion. When you fuf- 
fer yourfelves to be ruffled by paffion, your 
minds refemble the puddle in ajiorm. But 
Reafon^ if you hearken to her voice, will 
then, like oil poured upon the water, calm 
the turbulence within you, and reltore you 
to ferenity and peace. 



AFFECTION EXTENDED TO INANIMATE 

OBJECTS, 

A BEAUTIFUL trcc grcw, in an open 
'^^ fpacei oppofite to the parlour win- 
dows of Euphronius's houfe. It was an 
objdft which his family often contem- 
plated with pleafure. The verdant fo- 
liage, with which it w£is covered, gave 
an early indication of Ipring 5 its fpreading 
hrsLYichcs furniihed an agreeable (hade, 
and tempered the heat of the noon-tide 
fun; and the falling leaves, in autumn, 
marked the varying feafons, and warned 
them of the approach of winter. One 

lucklefs 
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^ lucklefs morning, the ax was laid to the 
root of this admired tree ; and it fell a 
lamented viftim to the rage for build- 
ing, which depopulates the country, and 
multiplies mifery, difeafes, and death, by 
the enlargement of great towns. 

You now feel, faid Euphronius to 
Alexis on this occafion, the force of 
that good-natured remark of Mr. Ad- 
difon, in one of the Spe6tators, that he 
fhould not care to have an old ftump pull- 
ed up, which he had remembered ever 
fince he was a child. The afFeftions of 
a generous heart are extended, by the 
early affociation of ideas, to almoft every 
furrounding objeft. Hence the delight 
which we receive from revifiting tthofc 
x^ Jcenes, in which we paffed our youth ; the 
fchool where our firft friendihips were 
formed ; or the academic groves in which 
fair fciencc unveiled herfelf to our enrap- 
tured view. 

Sucto- 
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Suetonius relates, that the Roman em- 
peror Vefpafian went conftantly every year, 
to pafs the fummer in a fmall country 
houfe near Rieti, where he was born, and 
to which he would never add any embel- 
lifhaient: And that Titus, his fucceflbr, 
was carried thither in his laft illneis, to die 
in the place where his father had begun 
and ended his days. The emperor Perti- 
nax, fays Capitolinus, during the time of 
his abode in Liguria, lodged in his father's 
houfe ; and railing a great number of mag- 
nificent buildings around it, he left the 
cottage in the midft, a ftriking monument 
of his delicacy of fentiment, and greatneis 
of foul. 



A TRIBUTE TO FRIENDSHIP; AND A 
PATTERN FOR IMITATION. 

YO u were lamenting the other day, my 
dear Alexis, the lofs of a beautiful 
tfee, cut down in its prime, and when 

crowned 
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crowned with all its leafy honours. I am 
now mourning, continued Euphronius, a 
more diftrefsful and untimely ftroke, which 
has fevered from me Philander, the coun- 
fellor of my youth, and the friend and 
companion of my riper years. He pof- 
feffed a folid judgment, and enlarged un- 
derftanding ; and, what is rarely found 
united with them, a lively imagination, 
a quick conception, and refined tafte. 
His knowledge was rather general .and 
extenfive than profound; but his ideas 
were fo well arranged, that he \had them 
always at command, and could converfc 
on every fubjeft with eafe, propriety, and 
even mafterly fkill. His pulpit compofi- 
tions were rational, nervous, and pathetic ; 
his delivery was manly, animated, and af- 
feding. Strongly imprelTed himfelf with 
the divine truths of religion, and the facred 
obligations of morality, he enforced them 
on the minds of his audience with an ener- 
gy irrefiftibly perfuafive. An aflemblage 
of virtue^ conftituted his moral charafter. 

His 
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His heart was tendernefs and humanity 
itfelf i his friendftiip warm, fteady, and 
difinterefted ; his benevolence univerfal ; 
and his integrity inviolate* Nor were 
thefe the untried virtues of retirement; 
for he was early engaged in the adtive 
fcenes of life, and aflaulted with diffi- 
culties which required the utmoft forti- 
tude to furmount. — He was not defi- 
cient in thofe exterior accomplilhments, 
which add charms to virtue, and make 
goodnefs fhine with fuperior luftre. His 
manners were polilhed; his addrefs was 
eafy and engaging ; and his converfation 
fprightly, entertaining, and inftrudtivc. 
As a gentleman, a fcholar, a preacher, a 
companion, and a friend, he was almoli: 
without an equal. 

Though my heart bleeds at the rc- 
colleftion of the lofs which I have fuf- 
tained, yet I ftd a pleafure, my Alexis, 
in bringing to your knowledge the vir- 
tues of fuch a charadter. Venerate the 

memory. 
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memory, and copy the bright example 
of Philander.* 



* The following infcription was defigned for the 
monument of Philander. 

Near this flack 

LIE 
THE EEMAXNS 

or 

THE REVEREND —————— 



MINISTER OP THIS CONGREGATION j 

TO WHICH * 

HE WAS ENDEARED 

BY 

A FAITHFUL AND AFFECTIONATE 

DISCHARGE. 

OF 

THE PASTORAL OFFICE ^ 

BY 

HIS CHEARFUL PIETYy 

VNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE^ 

ZXTENSXVE KNOWLEDGE^ 

AND 

TEMPERATE ZEAL 

FOR 

CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

He died JANUARY Aft, I770. AGED 45. 

«•( Heu ! QUANTO MINUS EST, 
" Cum RSLIQ.UIS VRRSARIy 

" Quam tui 

<< Meminissb. ** 



S C E t>- 
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SCEPTICISM CONDEMNED. 

QoPHRON aflerted that he could hear 
^ the flighteft fcratch of a pin, at the 
dillance often yards. It is impoffibUy faid 
Alexis ; and immediately appealed to Eu- 
phronius, who was walking with them. 
Though I do not helieve> replied Euphro- 
nius, that Sophron*s ears are more acute 
than yours, yet I difapprove of your hafty 
decifion concerning the impoffibility of what 
you fo little underftand. You are igno- 
rant of the nature of found, and of the 
various means by which it may be increaf- 
ed, or quickened in its progrefs ; and mo- 
defly fhould lead you, in fuch a cafe, to 
fufpend your judgment till you have made 
the proper and neceflary inquiries. An 
opportunity now prefents itfelf, which will 
afford Sophron the fatisfadtion he defires. 
Place your ear at one end of this long raf- 
ter of dale timber, and I will fcratch the 
other end with a pin. Alexis obeyed, 

£ and 
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and diftindtly heard the found; which 
being conveyed through the tubes of the 
wood^ was augmented in loudnefs, as in 
a Ipeaking trumpet, or the horn of the 
huntfman. 

Scepticifm and credulity are equally 
unfavourable to the acquifition of know- 
ledge. The latter anticipates, and the 
former precludes all inquiry. One leaves 
the mind fatisfied with error, the other 
with ignorance, • 



iari 



SELF-GOVERNMENT, 

T^ u R I p I A D E s, the Lacedemonian, ge- 
""-^ neraliflimo of the Greek forces em- 
ployed againft the Perfians, was enraged 
that Themiftocles> a young man, and the 
chief of the Athenians, Ihould prefume to 
oppofe his opinion, and lifted up his cane 
to ftrike him. Themiftocles, without c- 
motion, cried out. Strike, and welcome^ if 
you will but hear me ! Euripiades, furprifed 

at his calmnefs and prefcnce of mind, 

liftened 
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liftened to his advice, and obtained that 
famous viftory in the Straights of Salamis> 
which faved Greece, and conferred im- 
mortal glory on Themiftocles. 

PERSONAL DEFORMITIES AR£ NOT 
OB;f£CTS OF RIDICULE. 

'T^HE Dutchefs of Burgundy, when (he 
-*- was very young, feeing an officer at 
fupper who was extremely ugly, was very 
loud in her ridicule of his perfon. ** Ma* 
dam/' faid the king (Louis XIV) to her, 
*^ I think him one of the handfomeft men 
in my kingdom j for he is one of the 
braveft/' 

Voltaire* 



It is THE OFFICE OF REASON AND PHILQ- 

SOPHY TO MODERATE, NOT TO 

SUPPRESS THE PASSIONS. 

* WT HEN the plague f aged in At- 

^^ tica, it was particularly fatal 

to the family of Pericles, the celebrated 

• See Rollin's Hiftory. 

E 2 Athenian 
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Athenian general. But he did not fuffer 
himfelf to fink under the loffes^ he fuf- 
tamed, and even fupprefled every emotion 
of forrow. Nature, however, at laft pre- 
vailed: For when Parabus, his only re- 
maining child, fell a viftim to this dread- 
ful diftemper, he could no longer ftifle his 
grief, which forced a flood of tears from 
his eyes, whilfl he was placing the crown 
of flowers, as a funeral rite, upon the head 
of his deceafed fon. Surely Pericles was 
mifled by falfe principles of reafon and 
honour, when he fuppofed that the ten- 
dernefs of the father, would fully the 
glory of the conqueror ! How much more 
jufl: was the fentiment which the emperor 
Antoninus uttered, when Marcus Aurelius 
was lamenting the death of the perfon who 
had educated him ! Suffer him to indulge the 
feelings of a mam for netther philofophy nor 
fovereignty render us infenftble! Permit te 
illi ut homo Jit : neque enim vel fhilo/opbia^ 
vel imperium tollit affeSlus ! * 

♦ Julius Capitolinus. 

THE^ 
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THE LOVE OF FAME. 

X? A M "E is a powerful incitement to 
-^ attain, and an honourable reward 
of fupcrior excellence. But the paffion 
for it fhould be direfted by judgment, 
and moderated by reafon ; or we ihall 
be led into falfe purfuits, and betrayed 
into the moil difgraceful weaknefles. The 
wild hero, the filly fop, the afFe6ted pe- 
dant, and the extravagant virtuofo fur- 
niih examples of the mifapplication of 
the love of praife. Such characters are 
contemplated with filent difapprobation 
by the Philolbpher; but he laments the 
frailty of human nature, when he fees 
men of exalted virtue and abilities axxxi- 
oufly courting applaufe, and proudly ex- 
ulting in the acquifition of it. Who can 
read the Poet's exclamation on his own 
produftions, Exegi monumentum are peren-^ 
nius ',* I have raifed a monument to my 
glory ^ more lafting than brafsi without a 

* Hor. Od. 3. 

E 3 mixture 
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mixture of pity and difguft ? * And do 
wc not feel fimilar emotions from the in- 
ftances of vanity and felf-commendation, 
which abound in the writings of the firft 
orator and greateft ftatefman Rome ever 
produced ? So inordinate indeed was Ci- 
ccro*s love of fame, that h^ folicited Luc- 
ceius to write the hiftory of his confulfhip, 
and to publifh it during his life-tiine, that 
he might be better kuown^ and ferfonally 
enjoy his honour and reputation^ He impor- 
tunes him not to adhere fcrupuloufly to the 
laws of hiftory, but to make a facrifice of 
. truth to friendfhip, by Ipeaking more to 



* The following epitaph was compofed, for him- 
^If, by Naeviusy a poet, whom Cicero, in his treatife 
de ^eneSlute^ quotes with refpcd ; and who died in 
exile at Utica, in Africa, in the year of Rome 551, 

Mortalis immirt alts fitre fi ftnret fas ^ 
Flerent diva casmena N^evtum Poetam^ 
Jtaque pofi,quam eft Orcino traditus Tbefauro^ 
Obliteifunt Roma hquier Latina, lingua. 

If Gods the fate of mortals might deplore. 
Each mufe would weep that Naevius is no more : 
All'gracfs of di6lio& with the bard is flown, 
Axid Rome's fweet language is in Rome unknown. 

MELMOTHt 

hifi 
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his advantage, dian perhaps he thought 
was due.* A paffion for fame like this, 
inflead of fupporting virtue, muft prove 
fubvcrfive of it, by ftifling thofe higher 
principles of morality which fhould ever 
influence the heart, and govern the con- 
dud. 



CRATJTUDE AND PIETY. 

Artabanes was diftinguiflied with 
^*^ peculiar favour by a wife, powerful, 
and good prince. A magnificent palace^ 
furrounded with a delightful garden, was 
provided for his refidence. He partook 
of all the luxuries of his fovereign's table, 
was inverted with extenfive authority, and 
admitted to the honour of a free intprcourfe 
w;ith his gracious mafter. But Artabanes 
was infenfible of the advantages which he 
enjoyed ; his heart glowed not with grati- 
tude and relpedt > he avoided the fociety 
of his benefaftor, and abufed his bounty, 
— I detefl: fuch a charafter, faid Alexis, 

* Cieeroms Epift. xii. Lib. 5. 

E 4 wi^U 
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with generous indignation ! It is your own 
pifture which I have drawn, replied Eu- 
phrpnius. The great Potentate of heaven 
and earth has placed you in a world, which 
difplays the higheft beauty, order, and 
magnificence; and which abounds with 
every means of convenience, enjoyment, 
and happinefs. He has furniihed you 
with fuch powers of body and mind, as 
give you dominion over the fifhes of the 
fca, the fowls of the air, and the beafts of 
the field : And he has invited you to hold 
communion with him, and to exalt your 
own nature, by the love and imitation of 
his divine perfeftions. Yet have your eyes 
wandered with brutal gaze over the fair 
creation, unconfcious of the mighty hand 
from which it Iprung. You have rioted in 
the profufion of nature, without one fecret 
emotion of gratitude to the fovereign diC- 
penfer of all good : And you have flight- 
ed the glorious converfe, and forgotten the 
prefence of that Omnipotent Being, who 
fills all fpace, and exifts through all eter- 
nity, 

ENVY 
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ENVY AND DISCONTENT. 

Ev E n charming, ever new. 
When will the landfcape tire the view ! 
The fountain's fall, the river's flow. 
The woody vallies Warm and low ; 
The windy fummit wild and high 
Roughly rufhing on the iky ; 
The pleafant feat, the ruin'd tower. 
The naked rock, the ihady bower ; 
The town and village, dome and farm. 
Each gives each a double charm. * 



Alexis was repeating thefe lines to Eu- 
phronius, who was reclined upon a feat in 
one of his fields at Hart-Hill, enjoying 
the real beauties of nature which the Poet 
defcribes. The evening was ferene, and 
the landfcape appeared in all the gay attire 
of light and Ihade. A man of lively ima^ 
ginsLtion, faid Euphronius, has a property 
in every thing which he feesj and you 
may now conceive yourfelf to be lord of 



♦ Grongar Hill, by Mr. Dyer. 

the 
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- the vaft cxpanfe around us, and exult in 
the happinefs of rfiyriads 1of living crea- 
tures, who inhabit the woods, the lawns, 
and mountains which prefent themfelves to 
our view. The houfe, garden, and plea- 
fure grounds of Eugenio formed a part of 
the profpeft : And Alexis expreffed a jo- 
s cular wifh, that he had more than an ima- 
ginary property in thofe poffeflions.— Ba- 
nifh the ungenerous defire, faid Euphro- 
nius ; for if you indulge fuch emotions as 
thefe, your heart will foon become a prey^ 
to envy and difcofitent. Enjoy with grati- 
tude the bleflings which you have received 
from the liberal hand of- Providence -, in- 
creafe them, if you can with honour and 
credit, by a diligent attention. to the duties 
of that refpeftabie profeflion, for which 
you are defigned ; and though your own 
cup may not be filled, rejoice that your 
neighbour's overflows with plenty. Ho- 
nour the abilities, and emulate the virtues 
of Eugenio ; but repine not that he is 
wifer, richer, or more powerful than 
yourfelf. His farfune is expended in 

a<as 
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a6ts of humanity, generofity, and hofpi- 
tality : His fuperior talents are applied to 
the inftruftion of his children j to the af- 
fiftance of his friends ; to the encourage- 
ment of agriculture, and of every ufeful 
art ; and to fupport the caufe of liberty and 
the rights of mankind : And his power is 
exerted to punifh the guilty, to proteft the 
innocent, to reward the good, and to dif- 
tribute juftice with an equal hand to all. 
1 feel the afFeftion of a brother for Eugenio; 
and efteem myfelf Angularly happy in his 
friendfhip. 



COURAGE. 

T> R A s I D A s, a Spartan general, who 
"*-* was diftinguiihed for his bravery and 
generofity, once feized a moufe; and being 
bitten by it, fufFered it to efcape. There 
is no animal J faid he, fo contemptible, but 
may be fafe, if it* have courage to defend 

Plutarch. 

FALSE 
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FALSE AMBITION, 

T T is a falfe ambition which leads men 
•*- to aim at excellencies, however valu* 
able in themfelves, that are inconfiftent 
with their ftation, chara<5ler, or profeflion ; 
or which in the acquifition muft interfere 
with other purfuits of more importance. 
Nero neglefted all the duties of a prince, 
and wafted his time in painting, engraving, 
finging, and driving chariots* * Philip 
of Macedon gave leftures on mufic, and 
even undertook to corredt the itiafters of 
it; which led one of them to fay, God 
fgrbidy Siry that you Jhould be Jo unhappy as 
to under/land this Jubje£l better than I do. 
But Philip himfelf was fenfible of the like 
impropriety in his fon : For obferving that 
Alexander had difcovered, at an entertain- 
ment, too much (kill in mufic. Are you 
not ajh^med^ faid he, thai you can Jing Jo 

♦ Tacit. Annal. Lib. iii. Cap. 3. 

Suetonius informs us, that the emperor Tiberius 
ufed to inquire of the Grammarians, ^ua mater Hecu^^ 
ha ', quod Achillis nomen inter Virgines fuit ^ quid Sirenes 
eftntare Jint folita ? 

well ? 
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well ? * Marcus Antoninus exprefles his 
thankfulnefs to the Gocjs, that they had 
not fufFered him to make any great pro- 
ficiency in the arts of eloquence and po- 
etry, left he fhould have been tempted to 
neglefl: the more effential qualifications of 
his imperial office. And Tacitus, fpcak- 
ing of his father in law Agricola, obfervea 
with applaufe, that he retained his mode- 
ration even in the purfuit of knowledge. 
Retinuit quod eft difficillimum^ exjapientia 
modum. f 



THE BIGOT AND VISIONARY. 

T? u D o X u s was a country clergyman 
^-^ of learning and education: But he 
had early contracted a tafte for controver- 
fial divinity ; and as he devoted himfelf to 
ftudy, and feldom mixed with the world, 
his imagination became inflamed with the 
ideal importance of certain fpeculativc 

•• 

* Plutarch in Vit. Alcxand. 

\ Vit. Agricolae, Cap. 4. 

points 
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points of religion, which were the objc6ls 
of his unremitting attention. He had 
compofed an elaborate treatife to prove 
that Jefus Chrift, after his crucifixion^ 
a£tually defcended into hell ; and as his 
work was ready for the prefs, he wanted 
only a patron, to whom it might be dedi- 
cated. The relpeftable charafter of the 

Earl of , whofe amiable virtues 

conciliate the love and efteem of all whd 
have the honour to be known to him, foon 
determined his choice ; and putting his 
manufcript in his pocket, he fet out with- 
out delay to vifit this excellent nobleman. 
*' His Lordfhip," faid he to himfelf, " will 
doubtlefs think that I pay a very high 
compliment to him, by placing his name 
at the head of a book, in which I have ob- 
tained fuch a glorious viftory over the 
daring adverfaries of the moft important 
dodtrine of our holy church. The laurels 
with which my brow will be crowned, 
cannot fail to add new luftre to the 
Maecenas whom I have chofen : And 
he will with gratitude repay, by fomc 

fubftantial 



MORAL TALES- jj 

Aibftantial emolument, the literary digni- 
ty which I fhall now confer upon him. 
My Lord's pcrfonal intereft is great at 

court J and 1ms grace the Duke of • — 

will fecond the recommendation of me> 
with all his influence. I may therefore 
fecurely depend upon the immediate gift 
of a ridh benefice. Perhaps one of the 
golden prebends of Durham may now be 
vacant ^ but my eye is fixed on the chan- 
€ellorjQiip of the diocefe of Chefter ^ And 
though the worthy Do<5tor, who fills that 
high officey enjoys a found conftitution, 
and good health, from his great tempe- 
rance, chearfulnefs, and equanimity; yet 
he is far advanced in yearsy and will, ere 
long, pay the common debt to natwe. 
This^ preferment will foon lead me to a 
biihopric ; and I Ihall then be able to ac- 
complilh the great fcheme of reformation, 
which I have long projefted. The King,. 
who is a good Chriftian, muft hate ail 
Arians and Socinians j and he will heartily 
concur with me in purging the church of 
herefy and fchifm/' Such were the flat- 
tering 
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tering reveries, which occupied the mind 
of Eudoxus, whilft he was journeying to- 
wards the feat of his noble patron. His 
road lay over the foreft of Delamcre ; but 
being loft in thought, he had given the 
reins to his horfe, which carried him, by 
taking a wrong path, to the centre of this 
dreary folitude. Here he found himfelf, 
when he awaked from the dreams of his 
imagination. The night was coming on ; 
a ftorm was gathering in the horizon j the 
fheep-tracks fo interfered each other, that 
he knew not how to direft his courfe ; and 
he wandered for fome time, in the moft dif- 
trefling perplexity. At length the cloud 
whicK threatened him, burft over his head ; 
and he haftened, for (helter from the rain, 
to a ruinous hovel, which he faw at no 
great diftance. Fatigued both in mind 
and body, he fecured his horfe, and laid 
himfelf on the ground. The hollow wind 
whiftled around him ; and by its lulling inr 
fluence, balmy fleep, the fweet reftorer of 
nature, ftple upon his clofing eye-lids. At 
day-break he arofe to encounter freih for- 

rows 
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rows and difafters. The firft objeft which 
he faw, was a goat tearing in pieces his 
laboured manufcript. The mifchievous 
animal had taken refuge, in the night, 
under the farhe tottering roof which fhel- 
tered him ; and whilft he lay afleep, had 
picked the papers out of his pocket, Eu- 
doxus flew to ftop the ravages of this bar- 
barous Goth 5 and coUefting his fcattered 
fragments, more precious than the leaves 
of the Sybils, he endeavoured to put them 
again into order. But it was impoflTible ; 
fo mangled were the fheets, and the writing 
fo much effaced by the rain. He had no 
other copy of his work ; and he bewailed 
aloud his own difappointment, and the 
irreparable lofs which the world had fuf- . 
tained. His plaintive and elevated voice 
drew to the fide of the hovel a (hepherd, 
who was going at this early hour to unfold 
the flocks which he tended, Eudoxus, in 
an agony of paflion, cried out to him. 
Your goat has undone me ; he has deftroy^ 
cd my vindication of our Savioul-'s defcent 
into HaJes. — ^The honeft Ihepherd was a 

F ftranger 
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ftranger to the fubjeft j but he faw a 
Gentleman in diftrefs, whofe apparel be- 
fpoke him to be of a profeflion, which he 
had been juftly taught to refpedt. With 
a generous hofpitality, he offered him a 
fhare of the homely provifions which his 
wallet contained ; and he condudted him, 
feveral miles over the foreft, into the great 
road which leads to-Northwich. In this 
place Eudoxus ftaid awhile to recruit his 
ftrength and fpirits, and then fet out on 
his return home; where he long indulged, 
in fecret, his vexation and forrow. 

The Jpeculative doftrines of religion, as 
thev have no influence on the moral con- 
duft of mankind, are comparatively of 
little importance. They cannot be under- 
ftood by the generality even of Chriftians ; 
and the wife, the learned, and the good 
have in all ages differed, and will ever 
continue to differ about them. An in- 
temperate zeal, therefore, for fuch points 
of faith, betrays a weak underftanding, and 
contrafted heart : And that zeal may juftly 

be 
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be deemed intemperate, which exceeds the 
value of its objedt j and which abates our 
benevolence towards thofe who do not 
adopt the fame opinions with ourfelves. 
The religion of Chrift breathes the moft 
generous and charitable Ipirit, bringing 
with it feace on earthy and good will to 
men. And at the folemn day of judgment, 
our Saviour defcribes himfelf as demanding 
of the trembling finner, not of what church 
are you a member ? or what creeds have 
you acknowledged ? But have you fed the 
hungry ? have you cloathed the naked ? 
have you vifited the fick ? have you im- 
proved thofe talents which the Deity has 
bellowed upon you to increafe your own 
felicity, by promoting that of your fellow- 
creatures ? 



For modes of faith let angry zealots fight. 
His can't be datm^d whofc life is in the right. 



Eudoxus is an example of the folly and 
odioufnefs of pride. The pride of wealth 
is contemptible ; the pride of learning is 
pitiable \ the pride of dignity and rank is 

F 2 ridiculous i 
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ridiculous ; but the pride of bigotry is 
infupportable. No man of common fpirit 
will fufFer another to arrogate to himfelf 
dominion over his f»th and confcience. 

The bigot is generally a man of , warm 
and violent paflions. He is therefore likely 
to be vifionary in his fchcmes, and fanguine 
in his purfuits. And when the mind is 
occupied by one great obje6t, a thoufand 
lefler circumftances, which are neceflary 
to the attainment of it, , are overlooked 
and neglected. Hence arife the frequent 
difappointments which occur in the world i 
elpecially to men of afpiring views, or of 
great ardour in bufinefs. 



mi 



PERSECUTION, 

T o R D Herbert of Cherbury relates, 
"*^ that when he was at Paris, father 
Segnerand, confcflbr to the king of France, 
preached a fermon before his majefly, on 
the Chriftian duty of forgiving our enemies. 

But 
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But he made a diftinftion in the objefts of 
forgivenefi, affcrting that we are bound 
only to forgive our perjonal enemies, not 
the enemies of God: Such are heretics, 
and particularly the profcffors of the Pro- 
teftant religion, Thefc he urged his 
majefly, as the moft Chriftian kingy to 
extirpate, wherever they were to be found* 



FALSE NOTIONS OF PROVIDENCE, 

^^ TTow providential is the rain !" cried 
■*• •*' the exulting farmer, who had ga- 
thered into his barn^ a large crop of hay, 
whilft his neighbours were yet in the midft 
of that harveft, « The change oi weather 
will foon fill my meadows with grafs j and 
my cattle may now riot in the plenty of 
autumnal and winter food, which Heaven, 
with peculiar indulgence, has provided for 
them/'-T- 

Similar to this is the language of the 
felfifli and contrafted mind, on every 

F ;x prolperous 
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profpei'ous incident of life. The partial 
interpofition of fovereign wifdom and 
power is prefumcd, without helitation; 
and we have the folly s^nd vanity to believe 
that the* order of nature is difturbed, for 
our benefit, even on the flightefl: occafions. 
Whatever foundation there may be, in 
reafon or fcripture, for the doftrine of a 
particular Providence ; the connmon appli- 
cation of it is equally abfurd and irreli- 
gious. It argues pride and arrogance in 
man ; and difparages the moral character 
of the great Parent of the univerfe. 



CRUELTY IN EXPERIMENTS. 

T? uPHRONius was happy whenever 
^^ the engagements of his profefli<Hi, 
and his duty as a parent, allowed him a 
leifure hour to devote to experimental 
philofophy. He had been long purfuing 
a moll interefting train of inquiries into 
the nature and properties of various kinds 
of air, in concert with his learned friend 

Dr. 
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Dr. Prieftley : And he had juft prepared, 
for a particular purpofe, fome mephitic 
water,* which was ftanding by him in a 
,glafs veffel, when Alexis came haftily into 
his ftudy with a number of fmall fifhes 
that he had caught, and preferved alive. 
The youth knew the fatality of fixed air to 
animals which breathe ; but he wifhed to 
fee its efFefts on the inhabitants of a differ- 
ent element : And Euphronius, to gratify 
his impatient curiofity, put the fiflies into 
the mephitic water; through which they 
darted with amazing velocity, and then 
dropped down lifelefs to the bottom of the 
veffel. 

Surprife and joy fparkled in the eyes of 
Alexis. — Beware, my fon ! faid Euphro- 
nius, of obferving fpedtacles of pain and 
mifery with delight. Cruelty, by infen« 
fible degrees, will fteal into your heart j 
and every generous principle of your na- 

* Water impregnated with fixed air, which is fepa- 
rated from chalk or pot-alh, by means of oil of vitriol, 
or any other acid. 

F 4 turc 
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ture will then be fubverted* The Philo- 
fopher, who hks in contemplation the efta- 
blilhment of fome important truth ; or the 
difcov.ery of what will tend to the advance- 
ment of realjciencey and to the good and 
happinrfs of mankind; may perhaps be 
juftified, if he facrifice to" his purfuits the 
life or enjoyment of an inferior animal. 
But the emotions of humanity fhould never 
be liifled in his breaft ; his trials fhould 
be made with tenderncfs, repeated with 
reluftance, and carried no farther than the 
objeft in view unavoidably requires. Wan- 
ton experiments on living creatures^^ and 
even thofe which are merely fubfervicnt 
to the gratification of curiofity, merit the 
fevereft cenfure. They degrade the man 
of letters into a brute j and are fit amufc-. 
ments only for the Cannibals of New 
Zealand. I condemn myfelf for the in- 
■*'^ dulgence which I juft now fliewed you. 

But I knew that your filhes would endure 
lefs pain from an inftant; than from the 
lingering death which awaited them s and 
I little expefted that your compafllonate 

and 
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and amiable heart could have received 
a pleafurable impreffion, on fuch an 
occafion. 



THE MOUSE'S PETITION, 
Found in the Trap where he had been confined all Nightt 



PARCZRE 8tfBJSCTIS> ET DCB£LLARE SVPXRBOS. 

▼ I R G I i« 



OH ! hear a penlive captive's prayer^ 
For liberty that fighs ; 
And never let thine heart be ihut 
Againil the prifoner's cries. 



For here forlorn and fad I fit. 

Within the wiry grate ; 
And trembling at th' approaching morn. 

Which brings impending fate. 



If e'er thy brealk with freedom glow'd| 

And fpurn'd a tyrant's chain. 
Let not thy ftrong opprcffivc force 

A free-bom mouf« deuin. 

Oh! 
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Oh ! do not ftain with guiltlcfs blood 

Thy hofpitable hearth ; 
Nor triumph that thy wiles betray'd 
' A prize fo little worth. 



The fcatter'd gleanings of a feaft 
My fcanty meals fupply ; 

Bat if thine unrelenting heart 
That flender boon deny, 



The chearful light, the vital air. 
Are bleffings widely given j 

Let Nature*s commoners enjoy 
The common gifts of Heaven. 



The well- taught philofophic mind 

To all compaffion gives ; 
Cafts round the world an equal eye. 

And feels for all that Hves. 






If mind, as ancient fages taught^ \ 

A never-dying flame. 
Still Ihifts thro' matter's varying forms, 

Jn every form the fame ; 




Beware, left in the worm you cruih» 
A brother's foul you find ; 

And tremble, leil thy lucklefs hand 
Diflodge a kindred mind. 



Or, 
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Or, if this tranlient gleam of day 

Be all of life we (hare. 
Let pity plead within thy breaft. 

That little all to fpare. 



So may thy hofpi table board 

With health and peace be crown'd , 

Arid every charm of heartfelt eafe 
Beneath thy roof be found. 



So when unfeen deftru£lion lurks. 

Which men like mice may fhare. 
May fome kind angel clear thy path, 

4nd break the hidden fnare. 

Mrs. Barbaulo. 



FOPPERY. 



QuETONius * relates, that a young 
^ officer, to whom Vefpafian had given 
a commiflion, perfumed himfelf when he 
went to court, to thank the emperor for 
the honour conferred upon him. IJhould 
have been lejs offended if you hadjmelled of 
garlicky faid Vefpafian; who was fo dif- 



* Sueton. Lib. 8. 

gulled 
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gufted with his foppery, that he immedi- 
ately difmifled him from his employmenti 



«■■■ 



SLANDER. 



Irp trPHRONius heard, with indigna-' 
'■-' tion, the character of amuch-refpefted 
friend traduced. But he calmed the painful 
emotipns of his mind, by the recoUeftion 
of Mr. Pope's obfervation, that 

Envy does Merit as its fhade purfue. 

And like the fhadow, proves the fubftance true. 

To flatter ourfelves with univerfal ap-^ 
plaufe, is an inconfiflency in our expe6t- 
ations, diftated .by folly, and foitered by 
felf-love. Numbers of mankind are in- 
fluenced by a levelling principle ^ which 
cannot brook fuperior excellence; and 
they wage fecret war with whatever rifes 
above their o\vfn mediocrity, as a kind of 
moral or intelle6hial ufurpation. When 
Ariftides, fo remarkable, for his inviolable 

attachment 
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attachment to juftice, was tried by Oftra* 
cifm,* at Athens, and condemned to ba* 
oiihment, a peafant who could not write, 
and who was unacquainted with his perfbn, 
applied to him to put the name of Ariftides 
upon his ihell. ^' Has he done you any 
wrong," faid Ariftides, " that you are for 
punifhinjg him in this manner ? " " No," 
replied the country man, ^' I don't even 
know him j but I am tired and angry 
with hearing every one call him the Ju/l.'* 
Ariftides^ without farther expoftulation, 
calmly took the (hell, wrote upon it his 
own condemnation,, and returned it to the 
peafant, f 

But, independent of the pride and envy 
of mankind, there are few public virtues 
which, from their own nature, can be 
exercifed without giving umbrage. The 



■ * A form of trial, in which the people of Athens 
voted a perfon's baniftiment, by writing his name on a 
IhcU, which was caft into an urn. 

+ Plut. in Arift. p. 322, J^S- 

upright 
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Upright magiftrate, who hears with im-. 
partiality, and decides with wifdom and 
equity, creates an enemy in the opprejfor, 
when heredreflfes the wrongs of the opprejfed. 
The benevolent citizen, who purfues with 
zeal and fteadinefs the good of the conm- 
munity, muft facrifice to the important 
objefts which he has in view, the interfering 
interefts of many individuals, who will 
indulge aloud their complaints, and pour 
upon him a torrent of abufe. And the 
liberal man, whofe hand is ever ftretched 
forth to relieve ficknefs, poverty, and 
diftrefs ; and who difFufes happinefs around 
him, by his generofity, hofpitality, and 
charity, is calumniated by the worthlefs, 
who partake not of his bounty ; and cen- 
flired even by his beneficiaries, becaufe his 
kindnefs falls fhort of their unreafonable 
expeftations. Louis the Fourteenth ufed 
to fay, thjit whenever he beftowed a vacant 
employment, he made a hundred perfons 
difcontented, and one ungrateful. The love 
of liberty, civil and religious, is odious to 
the tyrant, the bigot, and the paffive flave. 
Reproof, however delicate, feafonable, and 

affcc- 
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afFeftionate, too often creates averfion to 
the friend who adminifters it. Counfel, if 
it contradi6t our darling paffion, though 
wife and prudent, will produce ill will. 
Courage excites fear and hatred in the 
coward. Induftry bears away the palm of 
fuccefs from the flothful. And learning, 
judgment, andfkill afford advantages which 
irritate, becaufe they humiliate the ftupid 
and the ignorant. The immortal Harvey, 
in one of his letters to a friend, complains 
that he had hurt his intereft as a phyfician, 
by the difcovery of the circulation of the 
blood ; a difcovery which does honour to 
ph^fic, to philofophy, and to human na- 
ture, becaufe it was the refult, not of ac- 
cident, but of folid reafoning and patient 
inquiry. 

It is evident therefore that, in the pre- 
fent conftitution of things, envy and de- 
traftion are the price which muft be paid 
for pre-eminence in virtue. The Scriptures 
denounce woe upon thofe of whom all 
men fpcak well. Such charafters cannot 

be 
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be more, than negatively good j and they 
are generally much below the common 
ftandard of merit. The vulgar phrafe of 
approbation, which we fo frequently hear' 
applied to the individuals of this clafs, 
that they are enemies to no one but them/elves, 
conveys the fevereft fatire ; becaufe it 
implies that they are either infignificant 
drones, grofs hypocrites, or the infamous 
panders of pleafure. Tuljy defcribes Ca- 
taline himfelf as popular, by having the 
artifice cum triftihus Jeveri^ cum remiffisju^ 
cundcj cum Jenikus gravitir, cum juventute 
comiter vivere; that is, by fervilely ac- 
commodating himfelf to the humours and 
vices of all with whom he converfed. 

Are we then to regard fame as unat- 
tainable, or as unworthy of a wife man's 
purfuit ? Certainly not. Such a convidtion 
would fupprefs a noble and powerful in- 
citement to virtue, and deftroy one of the 
moft exquifite enjoyments of human life. 
For the pleafure arifing from the applaufes 
of the judicious and the good, is next, in 

degree. 
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degree, tp the inward delight which flows 
from the confcioufnefs of having deferved 
them. And he who governs by reafoA 
this animating principle of adtioni who 
uniformly aims at moral re£fcitiide in his 
conduft i who fuflfers not popular praife or 
vulgar opinion to elate or to miflead him ; 
and who is undepreffcd by the cenfures of 
interefted or incompetent judges -, * will 
command the efteem and love of thofe, 
whofe fufFrages alone are fame ; will be 
honoured and revered by poftcrity^ and 
will obtain the favour of God himfelf, the 
omnifcient obferver and fovercign rewardcr 
of merit. 



PRAISE WHEN YOU M A Y5 
BE CANDID WHEN YOU CAN, 

Qeveral gendemen in the company 
■^ of Lord Bolingbroke, were fpeaking 
of die avarice of the Duke of Malborough ^ 

♦ Falfas hcmor juvat, ct mendax infamia terrvty 
Quem» niii mendacem, ^ mcadpfiiw ?— * 

and 
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and they appealed to his lordfliip, for the 
truth of the inftances which they pro- 
duced. " He was fo great a man/' replied 
Lord Bolingbroke, " that I have forgotten 
his vices." — A truly generous anfwer for 
a political enemy to make ! The Duke 
and Lord Bolingbroke were of oppolitc 

parties. 

Voltaire. 



CIRCUMSPECTION. 

T ucY and Emilia were admiring the 
•*-' ftru6ture of a Ipider*s web, which 
was formed between the branches of a tall 
Ihrub, in the garden at Hart-Hill ; when 
Euphronius, returning from his morning 
walk. Hopped to inquire what objeft fo' 
much engaged their attention. The dew- 
drops yet befpangled the fine threads, of 
which the web was compofed, and render- 
ed every part of it confpicuoufly beautiful. 
A fmall winged infeft happened, at this 
inftant^ to be caught in the toil i and the 

fpider^ 



I 
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fpidier, before invifible, advanced along 
the lines from his fecret retreat, feized the 
prey, ^ and killed it, by inftilling a venom- 
ous juice into the wound he made. When 
the rapacious tyrant had almoft devoured 
his game, another fly, of a larger fize, be- 
canie entangled in the rtiefh. He now 
waited patiently till the infedt was fa- 
tigued, by ftruggling to obtain its liberty 5 
and then rolling the web around it, he 
left the poor fly in a date of terror and 
impotence, as a future repaftfor his re- 
turning appetite. 

You pity the fate, faid Euphronius, of 
this unfortunate infedt, whofe deftruftion 
is the natural confequence of its ignorance 
and want of caution. Remember that you 
yourfelves will be expofed, in^ the com- 
merce of life, to various fnares, dangerous' 
to your virtue, and fubverfive of your peace 
of mind. Flattery is the common toil 
Jaid for your fex ; and when you are en- 
tangled in it, vanity, aflfedtation, pertncfs, 
and impatience of cohtroul, conft:itute the 
poifon which is then infufed into your 

G 2 wounded 
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wounded bofoms. IPleasurb fpreads ai 
glittering tveby which has proved fatal to 
thoufands. Ambition catches xht unvrzry 
by power, titles, dignities, and prefer- 
ments. And Falsb Religion, under a 
dazzling outfide of myfterious fandlity, and 
pompous ceremonies, conceals a net work 
of prieftcraft and fuperftition, from which 
it will be ftill more difficult to extricate- 
yourfelves. Sophron and Alexis had now 
joined the little party; and Euphronius, 
pointing to them his difcourfe, bid them 
beware of the cobwebs of Philosophy ; 
thofe fine-lpun bypotbejesy which involve 
the mind in error, and unfit it for'the pa- 
tient invefligation of truth, by obfervatioa 
and experiment. 



THE weakness OF MAN, AND THE 
WISDOM OF divine PROVIDENCE. 

T^isoRDERS of the intelleft occur 
^^ much more frequently than fuperficid 
obfervers will cafily believe. There is no 
man whofe imagination does not fome- 

times 
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times . predominate over his reafon; and 
every fuch tyranny of fancy is a temporary 
degree of infanity. He who delights in 
filent fpeculation^ often indulges^ without 
reftrainty the airy vifions of the fou]^ and 
expatiates in boundlefs futurity ; amufing 
his defires with impomble enjoyments, and 
conferring upon his pride unattainable do- 
minion* In time, fome particular train of 
ideas abforb the attention -, the mind recurs 
conftantly, in wearinefs or leafure, to the 
favourite conception > and the fway of fan« 
cy becomes dcfpotic. Delufions then ope-- 
rate as realities -, falfe opinions engrofs the 
underftanding ; and life pafTes in dreanis 
of pleafure or of mifery. 

An Egyptian aftronomer> who had Ipent 
forty years in unwearied attention to the 
motions and appearances of the heavenly 
bodies, conceived that he was invefted 
with the power of regulating the weather, 
and varying the feafons. The hin, he 
thought, obeyed his mandates, and paffcd 
frpm tropic to tropic by his direction. 

G J The 
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The clouds burft at his call on the fouth- 
ern mountains ; and the inundations of 
the Nile -were governed by his will. He 
mitigated the rage of the Dog ftar ; re- 
ftrained the equinoftial tempefts ; and dif-. 
penfed rain and fun-fliine to the feve- 
ral nations of the earth.* Such power, 
though imaginary, wai too extenfive for 
the feeblenefs of naan; and the aftronomer 
funk under the burthens of ah office^ 
which he laboured to adminifter with im- 
partial juftice, and univerfal benevolence. 
The difcordant claims of different regions 
and climates ; and the oppofite requifitions 
of the various fruitsof the ground in the 
fame diftrift, haraflfed his mind with in- 



* So far is borrowed, with confiderable variations, 
from Raffclas, Prince of Abyffinia, a novel written by 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon. The original affords a ftriking 
pidlure of literary infanity ; but the imaginary powers , 
of the aftronojner, over the univerfe, are confined to 
the diftribution of rain and fun-fhine. He is repre- 
fented alfo as equal, in his own idea, to the govern- 
jnent of nature ; and anxious ^nly for a proper fuc^ 
cefFor. I have given a different turn to the narration, 
with a view to convey more important inftru^ion to 
the |»ind. 

ceffant 
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ceffant care, fufpenfe, and perplexity. If 
he fuffered the clouds to pour down their 
treafures on the thirfly defarts of Arabia, 
impetuous torrents overwhelmed the fertile 
plains of BafTora ; And when he fent forth 
a ftorm, to fweep away the peftilential 
S^miel,* which carried death and defo- 
lation in its progrefs, a fleet, laden with 
the richeft merchandife, was fhipwrecked 
in the gulf of Ormus. The fervid beams 
of the fun, whilft they matured the lufcious 
grape of Smyrna, deftroyed the harveft of 
corn, and fcorched the herbage of the 
fields. The philofopher thought he could 
perhaps remedy thefc evils, by turning 
alide the axis of the earth, and varying the 
ecliptic of the fun. But he found it im- 



* The Samiel is a fudden vapour, to which travel- 
lers are expofed in the defarts of Arabia, in the months 
of June, July, and Auguft. It brings inftantaneous 
death to every man or beaft that happens to ftand in 
the way of iC This peftiferous guft quickly paiTes, 
and docs not extend itfelf far ; but runs, as it were, 
ftn fbreams of no great breadth. * 

Vid. Mr. Ives's Journal. 

G 4 polTible 
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{>ofllble to make a change o( poiition, by 
which the worid could be advantaged: 
And he dreaded the injiity, which he mi^t 
oocafion, to diftant and unknown parts of 
the folar fyftctn. Opprefibd with anxiety, 
he earneftly folicited the great Governor 
of the univerfe to dtveft him of the painful 
pre-eminence, with D(^hich he was honour- 
ed. " Father of light, " he cried, " thy om* 
mpoceht hand, and all-feeing eye, are alone 
^ual to the mi^ty empire of this ^obe. 
The vaft operations df natule exceed my 
finite comprehenfion ; and I now feel, 
with reverence and humility, that to dif- 
penie ^ood and evil in all thbfe varied 
combinations, which conftitute the harmo- 
nious fyftem on vffkich the general happi*^ 
nefs depends, nothing lefs can be required 
then unerring wifdom, Ipotlefs reftitude, 
and fovereign power/* 

The Deity liftened with indulgence to a 
prayer which flowed from a fincere and 
pious heart : In the folly of die aftronomer 
he faw and pitied the weaknefs of human 
nature ; and by ftrengthening the prefent 

conviftion 
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convi£fcion of mind^ he gracioufly re#. 

moved die mfanity under which he ia« 
iH>ured. 



THE CHARACTER OF THE MERCHANT 

HONOURABLE. 

'VT'ou live in a mercantile country, my 
fon, and I wifli you to think refpeft- 
fully of the charafter of a merchant. Hear 
the fentiments of the firft genius of the 
age on this fubje<5l. . " In France, " fays 
Voltaire, *' the title of "Marquis is given 
to any one who will accept of it; 
and whoever arrives at Paris, from the 
moft remote province, with money in his 
purfe, and a name terminating in a£ or i/le, 
may ftrut about, and cry. Such a man as 
I ! a man of my rank and figure ! and may 
look down upon a trader with fovereign 
contempt ; whilft the trader, on the other 
lide, by thus ofteJn hearing his profcflion 
treated fo difdainfuUy, is fool enough to 
blufh at it. However-, I need not fay 

which 
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which is mod ufeful to a nation; a lord 
powdered in the tip of the mode, who 
knows exaftly at wRat o'clock the king 
rifes and goes to bed, and who gives him- 
felf airs of grandeur and ftate, at the fame 
time that he is adling the flave in the anti- 
chaitiber of a prime minifter; or a mer- 
chant, who enriches his country, dif- 
patches orders froni his compting-houfe to 
Surat and Grand Cairo, and contributes to 
the felicity of the world." 



4 



A FEMALE CHARACTER. 

HE41 kindly melting heart. 
To every want and every woe. 
To guilt itfelf when in diftrcfs. 
The balm of pity would impart. 
And all relief that bounty could beftow T 
Ev'n for the kid or lamb that pour'd its life 
Beneath the bloody knife. 
Her gentle tears would fall. 
As fhe the common mother were of all. 

Nor only good, and kind. 
But (bong and elevated was her mind : 
A fpirit that with noble pride 
Could look fuperior down 
On Fortune's fmile, or frown ; 



That 
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That could, without regret or pain. 
To virtue*s loweft duty facrifice, 
Or intereft's, or ambition's higheft prize; 
That injur'd or offended never try'd 
Its dignity by vengeance to mainTain, 
But Jjy magnanimous difdain, 

A wit, that temperately bright 
With inofFenfive light. 

All pleafing fhone, nor ever paft 
The decent bounds that Wifdom's fober hand. 
And fweet Benevolence's mild command. 
And bafhful Modefty, before it cafl, 
A prudence undeceiving, undeceiv'd j 
That nor too little, nor too much believed ; 
That fcorn'd unjuft Sufpicion's coward fear, 
. A^id without weaknefs knew to be fincere.. 

Lord Lytteltow. 



I 



CRUELTY TO HORSES. 

N the month of June, Lucy, Emilia, 
and Jacobus were carried by Hortenfia 
to view the crouds of company, as they 
paffed to the races, which are annually 
held upon Kerfal Moor, near Manchefter. 
The variety of countenances which they 

faw; 
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law ; the mirth of fome, the eagemefs 
of others^ and the diffipation of all^ fur- 
nilhed a delightful entertainment to their 
young minds^ unalloyed by any refle6tions 
on the extravagance^ gaming, and intern* 
perance which fuch diverfions produce. 
Whilft they were enjoying this fcene of 
pleafiire, they obferved two men ad- 
vancing on a full gallop, fpurring and 
lafhing their horfes to increafe their fpeed. 
The day was extremely hot, and one of 
the horfes fell gafping almoft at the feet of 
Jacobus. By his agility, the rider inftantly 
freed himfcJf from the ftirrups i and riling 
with fury from the ground, he beat his 
horfe in the moft favage and relentlels 
manner. The poor animal was unable to 
move ; and at every ftroke of the whip, ex- 
prelTed his agonies by the moft piercing 
groans. In vain the furrounding croud 
interceded in his behalf* The tyrant to 
whcHTi he belonged, inflamed with anger 
and revenge, continued ine;Korable s and 
Hortenfia withdrew, with her young charge^ 
from a fpedack fo painful and diibrd9lDg« 

When 
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When Euphronius returned to Hart- 
Hill in the evening, his children flocked 
around him, impatient to relate this talc 
of woe. I know and pity the unhappy 
h(Mrfc, faid he j and if you will liftcn to 
me, I will give you the particulars of his 
hiftory. The fire of this animal was a 
native of Arabia FeEx, where he ranged 
without controul, in the moft fertile and 
cxtenfive" plains, enjoying all the luxuries 
of nature. He was the leader of a herd 
which coniifted of more than five hundred 
of his fpecies ; and thus fupported by the 
united force of numbers, no bcaft of the 
forcft durft attack him. When his follow-- 
ers flept, he flood as ccntincl, to give 
notice of approaching danger ; and if an 
Arab happened to advance, he Ibmetimes 
walked up boldly towards him, as if to ex* 
amine his ftrengdi, or to intimidate him s 
then inftandy he gave the fignal to his fel- 
lows, by a loud fiiorting, and the whole herd 
fled with the iwiftncfs of the wind* In 
one of theCb flights he was taken by a 
trap, concealed upon the ground ; which 

entanglin 
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entangling his feet, made him an eafy prey 
to the hunter. He was carried to Con* 
ftantinople :; fold to the Britilh envoy 
there j and brought by him into England, 
to improve our breed of horfes. The firft 
colt he got, was the poor animal whofe 
fiifferings you now lament, and whom I 
remember to have feen gay, frolicfome, 
and happy. He was fed in a large pafture, 
where he ufed to gallop round and round j 
trying every aftive^ movement of his limbs, 
and increafing his ftrength and agility by 
thofe gambols and exercifes, which jocund 
nature, in early youth, infpires. Thus 
pa0ed the firft period of his life ; but now 
his ftate of fervitude and mifery corrimen- 
ced. To render him more tame and paf- 
five, a painful operation was performed 
upon him, by which the fize and firmnefs 
of his mufcles were impaired, his Ipirit 
was depreffed, and he loft, with the dif- 
tinftion of his fex, one effential power of 
ufefblnefs and enjoyment. Nature had 
furnifhed him with a flowing tail, which 
was at once an ornament, a covering for 

what 
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,what fhould be concealed, and a weapon 
of defence againfl; the flies of fummer. 
But falfe tafte decreed the extirpation of 
it ; and feveral joints were taken off by a 
coarfe inftrument and blundering farrier. 
The blood gufhed from the wound; and 
to flop the difcharge, the tender part was 
feared with a red hot iron. At this inftant 
of time I happened to pafs by; and whilfl: 
I was pierced to the heart with the fufFer- 
ings of the horfe, I faw the favage who 
inflicted them, fufpend his operation, to 
curfe and beat him for the groans he ut- 
tered. When the tail was thus reduced to 
a ridiculous fhortnefs, it was thought that a 
turn upwards would give additional grace 
to it : And to produce this efFeit, feveral 
deep cuts were made on the under fide 
of it ; and the tail was drawn by a cord 
and puUy into a moft painful pofition^ 
till the granulation of the flefli was com- 
pleated. He was now trained, or broken, 
as it is uiually termed, for riding; and 
during this feafon of difciplin^, he under- 
went all the feverities of the lafli and the 

fpur. 



88 MORAL TALES.. 

Ipur. Many a time were his fides covered 

with bloody before his averfion to the afs 

could be fully fubdued. The dread of 

this animal he derived from his fire i for 

in the ftate of nature^ the afs and the horfe 

bear the utmoft antipathy to each other : 

And if a horfe happen to Array into the 
paftures where the wild aflfes graze, they 

attack him with fury; and furrounding 
him to prevent his flight, they bite and 
kick him till he dies. When rendered 
perfeftly tradable, he was fold to the pre- 
fent proprietor, whom he has faithfully 
and afFeftionately ferved during ten years. 
He has been a companion to him in vari- 
ous journeys I has borne him with eafe and 
fecurity many thoufand miles ; has contri- 
buted to reftore him from ficknefs to health, 
by the gentle exercife which he afforded ; 
and by the fwiftnefs of his feet, he has 
twice refcued him from robbers and aflaf- 
fins. But, he is now growing old; his 
joints become ftifF; his wind fails him; 
and urged beyond his fpeed, on fo Tultry 
a day, he fell breathlefs at your feet. In a 

few 
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few hours he recovered himfelf i and the 
owner has fince dilpofed of him^ at a low 
price, to the nmafter of the poll horfes in 
Manchefter. He is now to be ridden as a 
common hackney, or to be driven in 3. 
chaife i and he will be at the mercy of 
every coxcomb traveller, who gal/ops night 
and day through different countries, to 
acquire a knowledge of mankind,* by the 
obfervation of their manners, cuftoms, 
laws, arts, policci and government. It is 
obvious-that the horfe will foon be difqua- 
lified for this violent and cruel fervice ; and 
if he furvive, he will be fold to grind in a 
mill. In this fituation his exercife will be 
lefs fevere, but almoft Vithout intermlfli- 
on i the movement in a circle will produce 
a dizzinefs of the head -, and in a month or 
two he will become blind. Still, how- 
ever, his labours are to continue -, and he 
may drag on years of toil and forrow, 
ere death clofes the period of his fuffer- 
ings* 

The children were much affedied by this 

H narrative ; 
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narrative; and Jacobus cried oiat, with 
emotion, " I love my little horfe, and will 
*' never abufe him : And when he grows 
, " old, he fliall reft from his work ; and I 
" will feed him, and take care of him till 
" he dies," 



POSITIVENESS. 

V 

/ 

^TpHE cameleon is a fmall quadruped, 
^ in fhape refembling a crocodile, and 
chiefly fourid in Arabia and Egypt. It 
i^ a vulgar error that this animal feeds 
upon air ; for his ftomach is always found 
to contain flies and other infcds. Mr. Le 
Bruyn, during his abode at Smyrna, had 
four cameleons in his pofleflion. He never 
perceived that they eat any thing, except 
now and then a fly. Their colour often 
changed, without any apparent caufe -, but 
their moft durable one was grey, or rather 
a pale moufe colour. Sometimes the 
animals were of a beautiful green, Ipotted 
with yellow i at other times they were 

marked 
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marked all over with dark brown ; but he 
never found that they affurned a red colour^ 
Thefe properties of the cameleon have 
given rife to thfe following fable> which 
was written by Mr. Merrick, and fhewSj 
in a lively and ftriking manner^ the folly 
of pofiti venefs in opinion* 



The cameleon. 



OF J has it beetl my lot to mark 
A proud, conceited, talking fpark, 
With eyes, that hardly ferv'd at moft 
To guard their mafler 'gainft a pofl^ 
Yet round the world tlie blade has been 
To fee whatever could be feen. 
Returning from his finifii'd tour^ 
Grown ten times perter than before ; 
Whatever word you chance to drop. 
The travelled fool your mouth will Hop, 
" Sir, if my judgment you'll allow — 
" Fve feen — andfurel ought to know 
So begs you'd pay a due fubmiffion. 
And acquiefcc in his decifion. 



19 



*.» 



Two travellers of fuch a caft. 
As o'er Arabia's wilds they pail. 
And on their way in friendly chat 
Now talk'd of this, and then of that^ 

H 2 Difcours'd 
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Dlfcours'd awhile 'mongft other matter. 
Of the cameleon's form and nature. 
" A ftranger animal," cries one, 
" Sure never liv'd beneath the fun : 
A lizard's body lean and long, * 
A fifli's head, a ferpent's tongue, 
Its tooth with triple claw disjoined ; 
** And what a length of tail behind f 
" How flow its pace ! and then its huc-r- 
" Who ever faw fo fine a blue ? " 



€t 

*( 






Hold there," the other quick replies, 
'Tis green— I faw it with thefe eyes, 
** As late with open mouth it lay, 
** And warm'd it in the funny ray; 
" Stretch'd at its eafe the beaft I viewM, 
" And faw it cat the air for food /' 



(( 



" Fve feen it. Sir, as well as yo\i^ 
And mull again affirm it blue. 
" At leifure I the beaft furve/d, 
" Extended in the cooling ftia^e." 



" 'Tis green, *ps green. Sir, I afFure ye"— . 
Green?" cries the other in a fury— 
Why Sir— d'ye think I've loft my eyes ?" 
'Twere no great lofs," the friend replies. 
For, if they always ferve you thus, 
« You'll find them but of little ufe.'* 






Sd 
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So high at laft the conteft rofe, 
From words they almoft came to blows j 
When luckily came by a third-- 
To him the queftion they referred ; 
And begg'd he'd tell 'em, if he knew. 
Whether the thing was green or blue. 



" Sirs," cries the umpire, " ceafc your pother— 
" The creature's neither one nor t'other. 

» « 

I caught the animal laft night, 
Andview'd it o'er by candle light: 
I mark'd it well— 'twas black as jet— 



€€ 

tc 

*' You ftare —but Sirs, Fve got it yet, 

" And can produce it."—" Pray, Sir, do : 



111 lay my life the thing is blue." 

And I'll be fworn, that when you've feen 

The reptile, you'll pronounce him green." 



" Well then, at once to eafe the doubt," 
Replies the man, " Til turn him out : 
** And when before your eyes Fve fet him, 
" If you don't find him black, Til eat him :" 
He faid : then full before their fight ^ 

J'roduc'd the beaft ; and lo ! 'twas white. 

Dodsley's Collection, Vol. V, 



H 3 LYING. 
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TV/Tendaculus was a youth of good 
^^^ parts, and of amiable difpofitions ; 
but by keeping bad company he had con- 
trafted, in an extreme degree, the odious 
praftice of Lying. His word was fcareely 
ever believed by his friends ; and he was 
often fufpefted of faults, becaufe he denied 
the commiflion of them, and punifhed for 
offences, of which he was convifted only 
by his aflertions of innocence. The expe- 
rience pf every day manifefted the dif- 
advantages which he fuffered from the 
habitual violation of truth. He had a 
garden ftocked with the choiceft flowers j 
and the cultivation of it was his favourite 
amufement. • It happened that the cattle of 
the adjoining pafture had broken down the 
fence j and he found them trampling upon, 
and deftroying a bed of fine auriculas. He 
could not drive thefe rayagers away, with- 
out endangering the ftill more valuable 
produftions of the next parterre \ and he 
haftened to requeft the aflTiftance of the 
gardener, ^^ You intend to make a fool 

of 
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of me/' faid the man, who refufed to go, 
as he gave no credit to the relation of 
Mendaculus. 

One frofly day, kis father had thp mif- 
fortune to be thrown from his horfe, and 
to frafture his thigh, Mendaculus was 
prefent, and was deeply affefted by the 
accident, but had not ftrength to afford 
the neceffary help. He was therefore o- 
bliged to leave him, in this painful con- 
dition, on the ground, which w^s at that 
time covered with fnow; and, with ali 
the expedition in his power, he rode to 
Manchefter, to folicit the aid of the firft 
benevolent perfon he Ihould meet with. 
His charafter as a liar was generally 
known ; few to whom he applied paid at- 
tention to his ftory ; and no one believed 
it. After lofing much time in fruitlefs 
entreaties, he returned with a forrowful 
heart, and with his eyes bathed in tears, 
to the place where the accident happened. 
But his father was removed from thence : 
A coach fortunately pafled that wayj he 
was taken into it, and conveyed to hi^ 

H 4 own 
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own houfe, whither Mendaculus foon foU 
lowed him. 

A lufty boy, of whom Mendaculus 
had told fpme falfhpods, often way-laid 
him as he went to fchool, and beat him 
with great feverity. Conf^ious of his ill 
defert, Mendaculus bore, for fome time, 
infilence, this chaftifement ; but the fre- 
quent repetition of it, ^t l^ft overpowered 
his refolution, and he complained to his 
fatheir of the ufage which he met with. 
fiis father, thou^ dubious of the truth 
of thi? account, applied to the parents of 
the boy who abufed him. But he could 
obtain no redrefs from them, and only re- 
ceived the following painful anfwer: '^ Your 
fon is a notorious liar^ and we pay no re- 
gard to his aflertions," Mendaculus was 
therefore obliged to fubmit to the wonted 
correftion, till full fatisfaftion had been 
taken by his antagonifl for the injury 
which he had fuftained. 

Such were the evils in which this un- 
fortunate yopth almoft daily involved him- 
felf, by the habit of lying. He was fenfi- 

ble 
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ble of his mifcondu6):y and began to refleft 
upon it with ferioufnefs and contrition. 
Refolutions of amendment fuccecded to 
penitence ; he fet a guard upon his words i 
fpoke little, and always with caution and 
referve; and he foon found, by fwect ' 
experience, that truth is more eafy and 
natural than falfhood. By degrees the love 
of it became predominant in his mind ; 
and fo facred at length did he hold veracity 
to be, that he fcrupled even the leaft 
joctilafr violation of it. This happy change 
reftored him to the efteem of his friends ; 
the confidence of the public j and the peace 
of his own confcience. 



VIGILANT OBSERVATION. 

13 E attentive, my, dear Alexis, to every 
-■^ event which occurs, and to all the 

objects which furround you. Suffer no- 
thing to efcape your notice. The minuteft 
fubftance, or the moft trivial incident, may 
furnilh important knowledge, or be applied 
to fome ufeful purpofe. I have heard that 

the 
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the great law of gravitation, by which the 
whole fyftem of the univerfe is governed, 
was firft fuggefted to the mind of Sir Ifaac 
Newton by the accidental fall of an apple> 
which he obferved on a very ftill day, in a 
garden. Archimedes, a Sicilian philofo- 
pher, who flourifhed about two centuries 
before Chrift, happened to remark, whilft 
he was bathing, that the bulk of the water 
was increafed, in a certain proportion, by 
his immerfion in it. A fortunate train 
of ideas inftantly arofe, in his mind ; he 
faw at one view the method of afcertain- 
ing the fpecific gravities of bodies, that is, 
how much they are lighter or heavier than 
others of a different kind ; and he perceived 
that he fhould now be able to deteft the 
fraud of an artift, who had mixed bafe 
metal with the gold of king Hiero's crown. 
So overjoyed was he at this difcovery, that, 
it is faid, he ran naked out of the bath into 
the ftreets of Syracufe, crying out, " I have 
found it ! I have found it !" The hydro- 
ftatical bdance is framed on the theorem 
of Archimedes, " that, a body heavier than 

" water 



I 
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«« water weighs lefs in water than in air, by 
«^ "the weight of as much water as is equal to 
" it in bulk." And this inftrument is cm- 
ployed to eftimate the purity of metals, the 
richnefs of ores, and the relation which a 
variety of fubftances bear to each other. 

Dr. Franklin, when he was on board 
the fleet of fhips bound againft LouiA>ourg 
in 17 57, happened to obferve that the wakes 
of two of the- veffels were remarkably 
fmooth, whiUt thofe of all the reft were 
ruffled by the wind, which then blew frefli. 
He was puzzled with the appearance, and 
pointing it out to the captain of his fhip, 
afked him the caufe of it. " The cooks," 
faid he, " have probably been pouring out 
their greafy water." Though this folution 
by no means fatisfied the philofopher, he 
determined to take the firft opportunity of 
trying the efFeft of oil on water. And you 
are well acquainted with the fuccefs of his 
curious and very ufeful experiments on 
thisfubjeft. 



We 
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We are informed by Mr. Boyle, that 
Harvey had the firft glimpfe of the circu- 
lation of the blood, from a view of the 
valves of the veins, as they were exhibited 
by Fabricius the anatomift, to his pupils. 
The invention of mezzotintos is faid to 
have taken rife from the obfervance of 
regular figures on a rufty gun-barrel. 
GeofFroy relates that the virtues of the 
Peruvian bark were difcovered by an 
Indian, who in the hot fit of an inter- 
mittent, drank largely of the water of 
a pool, into which fome of thofe trees, 

that yielded it, had fallen. But I fhall 

repeat no farther inftances of this kind, 
till I can add to the number- fome valu- 
able acquifition of yours ; the happy fruit, 
my dear Alexis, of your fagacity and at^^ 
tentioHf 



PASSION. 



^T~^wo gentlemen were riding together, 

one of whom, who was very choleric, 

happened to be mounted on a high-mettled 

horfe. 
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hdi-fe. The horfe grew a little" trouble- 
fome, at which the rider became very 
angry, and whipped and fpurred him with 
great fury. The horfcj almoft as wrong- 
headed as • his matter, returned his treat- 
ment by kicking and plunging. The 
companion, concerned for the danger, and 
afhamed of the folly of his friend, faid to 
him coolly. Be quiet, be quiet, and jhew 
your/elf the wijer of the ttvo. 

The World, Vol. IV. 



FAMILY LOVE AND HARMONY. 

Twill amufe you with a little experi- 
* men!:, faid Sophron, one evening, to 
Lucy, Emilia, Alexis, and Jacobus ; and 
rifing from the table, he took the candles, 
and held them about half an inch afunder, 
oppofite to a medallion of Dr. Franklin, * 

* Made by the author's very ingcnioiu friends Meflrs. 
Wedgewood and Bentley ; whofe improvements in the 
fine art^ do honour to this age and nation. 

and 
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and about two yards diflant from it. The. 
motto round the figure, unhurt amidst 

THE WAR OF ELEMENTS, WaS juft dlftinftly 

vifible. When the degree of light had 
been fufficiently obferved, he united the 
flames of the two candles, by putting them 
clofe together i and the whole figure, with 
*the infcription, became inftantly illumina- 
ted in a much ftronger manner than before^ 
They were all pleafed and ftruck with the 
efFedt -, and they defired Euphronius, who 
now entered the parlour, to explain to them 
the caufe of it. He commended their en- 
tertainment, and informed them, that a 
greater degree of heat is produced by the 
jundtion of the two flames, and confequent- 
ly a farther attenuation and more copious 
emiflion of the particles, of which light 
confifl:s. But, my dear children, conti- 
nued he, attend to the leflbn of virtue as 
well as of /cience, which the experiment 
you have feen affords. Nature has im- 
planted in your hearts benevolence, friend- 
fliip, gratitude, humanity, and generofity ; 
and thefe focial affeftions are feparately 

fl^ining 



MORAL TALES. 103 

{hining lights in the world. But they burn 
with peculiar warmth and luftre, when more 
concentred in the kindred charities of bro- 
ther, fifter, child, and parent. And harmo- 
ny, peace, fympathy in joy and grief, mu- 
tual good offices, forgivenefs, and forbear- 
ance, are the bright emanations of domef- 
tic love. Oh f may the radiance of fuch 
virtues long illuminate this happy houf- 
hold ! 
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Quod munus reipublic^ afperre majus 
melivsve possumus, quam si docemus 
atque erudimus juventutem. 

Cicero. 
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My dear Children, . 

'Tr^ H R o u G H the indulgence 
-^ of a kind Providence, I 
am again permitted to dedicate 
the effufions of a tender heart, 
to your improvement ; and I am 
perfuaded that you will receive 
them with pleafure and refpedl, 
as the counfels of a faithful 
friend, and affeftionate father. 
Harfli reproof and ftern autho- 
rity you have never experienced. 
Love has been the motive ; and 

I 3 reafon. 
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reafon, fince you were capable 
of being governed by it, the rule 
of your obedience : And each 
revolviijg year has added to your 
virtues, and to my felicity. Soon, 
however, the conned:ion in 
which we now rejoice, will be 
diflblved. The frequent inter- 
ruptions of my health, and the 
natural delicacy of my conftitu- 
tion, warn me of the precarious 
tenure, on which I hold the 
deareft bleflings of life ; and 
heighten my attachment to you, 
and to my friends, whilft they 
render me indifferent to almbft 
every other enjoyment. It is our 
wifdom, therefore, and I truft it 

is our mutual wifh, to improve 

the 
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the fleeting period of our union ; 
to cherifli the generous Sympa- 
thies, which the filial and pa- 
ternal relations infpir? ; and to 
difcharge our reciprocal duties 
witl\ afliduity, delight, and 
perfeverance, 

In thefe pag^s I fliall continue 
to addrefs ydU, with a father's 
fond folicitude, when my tongue 
hath loft its utterance, and my 
heart hath ceafed to feel. Nor 
will you be deaf to my inftruc- 
tions, though the voice be heard 
no more, whif:h once delivered 
them. With pious tendernefs 
you will recoiled: the love from 
which they flowed ; and grati- 

I 4 tude 
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tude will confer on them a va- 
lue, far beyond their humble 
claim of merit. 

Such are the pleafing expecta- 
tions I have formed : and which 
your amiable, difpofitions, ahd 
afFe6tionate behaviour, fully juf- 
tify. Oh ! may no clouds arife, 
to obfcure the brightnefs of the 
profped: now. before me ! May 
wifdom and virtue, more and 
more illuminate your path ! 
And at the clofe of life, may 
it be my honour a&d felicity, 
to have fupporte4 the s endear- 
ing charader of your guardian, 
friend, and father ! Adieu • 

Makchester, Jan. ift, 1777, 



ADFERTISEMENT. 



<^HE Infirudlions of a Father to his 
Children have been received with 
candour and indulgence by the public \ and 
the author fubmitSy without reluBance^ 
the continuation of his worky to the fame 
impartial tribunal, "Paternal affeSlion 
frji fuggejled the plan ', experience hath 
evinced its utility ; and both confpire to 
encourage the profecution of it. 

T'his volume y like the former y is 
adapted to very different ages and oc- 
cajions. The moral tales and refeSfions 
it containsy are addreffed to the hearts 
and iinderjiandings of a numerous young 
family ; for whoje future y as well as 
prefent improvement, they have been 
compofed. 
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HaB£S a PATRZ MVMU9, MAKCE PILI } 9£D PZRINDE 

ESITy UT ACCEPZRIS. Hl8 V0LUMINIBU8 AD TE 

PROrECTA VOX MEA EST } TRIBVES HIS TBMPORI8 
<UHANTWM P0TERI9 5 POTERIS AUTEM, QJJANTUM 

VOLES* TiBX PERSUADE TE MIHI qVZDEM ESSIl 

CARISSIMUM ; 8ED MULTO FORE CARIOREM, SI TA-> 
&IBV8 MONUMENTIS PBACZFTISQJUS I.JETABERE. 

ClCSBO. 
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THE TRUE ENJOYMENTS OF LIFE. 

I 

Ti/f^'^ hefurvive his relatives and friends^! 
^ ^^ was the imprecation of a Roman, on 
the perfon who fhould deftroy the monu- 
ment of his anceftors.* A more dreadful 
curfe could fcarcely be denounced. I re- 
member to have fecn it fomewhere record- 



* QoiSQUIS, Hoc. SVSTULIRIT. 

aut. jusserit. 
Ultimus. Suorum. Moriatur. 

Fleetwood Infcript. Antiq. p. 2ai. 
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cd, that an emperor of China, on his ac- 
ceifion to the throne, commanded a general 
rcleafe from the prifons, of all that were 
confined for debt. Amongft the number 
was an old man, who had been an early 
viftim to adverfityi and whofe days of 
imprifonment, reckoned by the notches 
which he had cut on the door of his 
gloomy cell, expreffed the annual revolu- 
tion of more than fifty funs. With faulter- 
ing fteps, he departed from his manfion of 
forrow: His eyes were dazzled with the 
fplendor of light 5 and the face of nature 
prefented to his view a perfeft paradife. 
The jail, in which he had been imprifoned, 
was at fome diftance from Pekin ; and he 
dire&ed his courfe to that city, impatient 
to enjoy the gratulations of his wife, his 
children, and his friends. 

With difficulty he found his way to the 
ftreet, in which formerly ftood his decent 
habitation ; and his heart became more 
and more elated at tvery ftep which he 
advanced. He proceeded, and looked 
with earneftnefs around; but faw few of 

thofe 
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thofe obje6ts with which he was formerly 
converfant. A magnificent edifice was 
erefted on the fite of the houfe which he 
had inhabited : The dwellings of his neigh- 
bours had aflumed new forms ; and he be- 
held not a fingle face of which he had the 
leaft recollection. An aged pauper, who 
ftood, with trembling knees, at the gate of a 
portico, from which he had been thruft by 
the infolent menial who guarded it, ftruck 
hi^ attention. He Hopped to give him a 
pittance out of the bounty, with which he 
had been fupplied by the emperor's libe- 
rality i and received, in return, the fad 
tidings, that his wife had fallen a lingering 
facrifice to penury and forrowi that his 
children were gone to feek their iibrtunes 
in unknown climes ; and that the grave 
contained his neareft and moll valuable 
friends. Overwhelmed with anguiih, he 
haftened to the palace of his fovereign, 
into whofe prefence his hoary locks and 
mournful vifage foon obtained admiflioni 
and cafting himfelf at the feet of th6 em* 
peror. Great prince, he cried, remand me 
to the prifon, from which miftaken mercy 

hath 



iao MORAL TALES. 

hath delivered mc ! I have furvived my fa- 
mily and friends ; and in the midft of this 
populous city, I find nmyfelf in dreary foli- 
tude. The cell of my dungeon protected 
me from the gazers at my wretchcdnefs ; 
and whilft fecluded from fociety, I was 
lefs fenfible of the lofs of focial enjoy- 
ments. I am now tortured with the view 
of pleafures in which I cannot participate i 
and die with thirft, though ftreams of de- 
light furround me. 

If the horrors of a dungeon, my Alexis, 
be preferred to the world at large, by the 
m^ who is bereft of his kindred and friends, 
how highly fhpuld you prize, how tenderly 
Ihould you love, and how ftudious ftiould 
you be to pleafe thofe near and dear rela* 
tions, whom a more indulgent Providence 
has yet preferved to you ! Liften to the 
affectionate counfels of your parents ; trea- 
fure up their precepts ; relpedt their riper 
judgment ; and enjoy, with gratitude and 
delight, the advantages refulting from 
their fociety. Bind "to your bofom, by 
the mod endearing ties, your, brothers and 

fitters i 
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fifters i cherifh them as your bcft compani- 
ons, through the variegated journey of life; 
and fufFer no jealoufies or feuds to interrupt 
the harmony which now reigns, and, I 
truft, will ever reign in this happy family. 
Cultivate the friendlhip of your father's 
frifends; merit the approbation of the wife 
and good -, qualify yourfelf, by the acqui- 
fition of knowledge, and the exercife of the 
benevolent afFeftions, for the intercourfe 
of mankind ; and you will at once be an 
ornament to fociety, and derive from it 
the higheft felicity. 



A WINTER EVENING'S CONVERSATION. 

^TpHE family of Euphronius had left their 
-* retirement at Hart-Hill, where 

Dead the vegetable kingdom lay. 
And dumb the tuneful. * 

f 
\ 

His fire-fide at Manchefter was furrounded 
by a young and fmjling cifclej and the 
various labours and incidents of the day 

* Thomfon. 

K furniflxed 
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furnifhed topics of amufing conv^rfation 
for the evening. Each, in fucceffion, was 
the little hero of his own important tale; 
and Sophron clofed the entertainment, by 
repeating the Geographical Leffon which 
he had learned, and recounting his travels 
over the terraqueous globe. 

All liftened with eager attention to the 
wondrous narration. He told them of the 
orange groves, and fpicy woods of Weftern 
and Eaftern India ; defcribed the gold and 
filver mines of Peru, the rich diamonds of 
Brazil and of Bengal, and the ivory tuflcs 
of the elephant, found in the forefts of 
Africa. In artlels colours, he painted the 
dreary regions and eternal fnows of the 
Northern and Southern Poles j and when 
a general chill had fei^ed his fympathetic 
' audience, he prefented to their aftonifhed 
view the clouds of fmoke, and torrentis of 
liquid fire difcharged by Hecla, Vefuvius, 
and ^tna. Thefe impreflions of horror 
were for awhile fufpended, when he dif- 
played the vaft expanfe of the ocean, un- 
ruffled by a breath of wind, reflefting every 

where 
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where the azure Iky, and crowded with 
myriads of fportive fiflies. But a ftorm 
fucceeds j the fwelling billows mount int6 
the heavens, the fhattered bark is borne aloft 
on the fummit of a wave, and then hurled 
into the gulph below, where fhe is daflied 
againft a treacherous rock, or fwallowed 
by the horrible abyfs. 

Sophron proceeded t6 the hiftory of 
animated nature : he pifbured the Lion 
which inhabits the burning defarts of 
Zaara ; pointed out the juft proportions of 
his make, in which ftrength is united with 
agility^ his undaunted look, and tremen- 
dous roar, refembling diftant thunder. The ^ 
peaceable Rhinoceros, that provokes not 
to combat, yet difdains to fly, even from 
the monarch of the foreft ; the fierce Tyger, 
the favage and untameable Hyena, and the 
artful Crocodile, were each defcribed. Nor 
did he forget the Camel, patient of hunger 
and thirft i the monftrous Hippopotamos, 
found in the rivers Nile, and Niger; 
and the Ouran-Outang, fo near in its 
approaches to the human form. The 

K 2 fcaly 
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fcaly tribe of fifhes he barely noticed ; but 
dwelt longer on the ftrufture, properties, 
and habitudes of the feathered race. He 
particularly enlarged on the fongfters of 
the woody who delight the eye, and charm 
the ear, by their varied plumage, and en- 
chanting notes. Tjhefe pleafing notes, 
he faid, like human language, * are not 
innate I* but depend on the imitation of 
fuch founds, as the birds moft frequently 
hear, and which their organs are adapted 
to perform. A young robin has been 
taught the fong of the nightingale i and 
a linnet, which belonged to Mr. Matthews 
at Kenfington, almoft articulated the words 
pretty boy. The common fparrow, taken 
from the neft when juft fledged, and edu- 
cated with the goldfinch and the linnet, 
acquires the mufic of each ; and the powers^ 
of the mocking bird are exprefled by its 
very name. Canary birds, which are fo 
much admired in this country, are im- 
ported from Tyrol, where the nightingale 
was originally employe^ as their inftruftor 

* Philofophical Tranfaftions, Vol. Lxiii. p. 249. 

in 
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in finging. The traffic in thefe birds forms 
an article of commerce, as four Tyrolefe 
generally bring over to England lixteen 
hundred every year: And though tTiey 
carry them one thoufand miles by land, 
and pay a duty of twenty pounds for this 
number, yet they reap a fufficient profit 
from the fale of them.* 

Here Sophron concluded the hiftory of 
his travels, of which this is only a brief 
relation. Alexis, Lucy, Emilia, and Ja- 
cobus continued in mute attention, ex- 
peding further wonders ; and the looks of 
Euphrqnius exprefled the fatisfaftion which 
he felt. You have given us, faid he to 
Sophron, a lively and juft defcription of 
the globe, its produdions, and brute in- 
habitants : But Man, who, by the fuperi- 
ority of his mental powers, is the lord of 
the creation, ^nd whofe nature and cha- 
rafter form the moft interefting and im- 
portant objefts of inquiry, has been over- 
looked in your furvey. Climate, foil, laws, 

* PhilofophicaLTranfaftions, Vol. lxiii. p, 261. 
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cuftoms, food, and other accidental dif- 
ferences have produced an aftoniihing va- 
riety in the complexion, features, manners, 
and faculties of the human fpecies^. The 
moft refined and polifhed nations may be 
diftinguifhed from each other ; and a river 
is* fometimes the only boundary between 
two favage' tribes, who are as diflimikr iii 
the tindhire of their (kin, as in the difpofi- 
tion of their minds. But all mankind have 
one common ftru6ture ; all are formed with 
the powers of reafon, with the moral af- 
feftions, and with a capacity for happinefs. 
The varieties amongft the human race, c- 
numerated by Linnaeus and Buffon, are fix. 
The firfl: is found under the polar regions, 
and comprehends the Laplanders, the 
Efquimaux Indians, the Samoeid Tartars, 
the inhabitants of Nova Zembla, the Bo- 
randians, the Greenlanders, and the people 
of Kamtfchatka. The vifage of men, in 
thefe countries, is large and broad ; the 
hofe flat and fliort -, the eyes of a yellowifli 
brown, inclining to bjacknefs i the cheek 
bones extremely high -, the mouth Urge ; 
the lips thick, and turned outwards 5 the 

- voice 



MORAL TALES. 121^. 

voice thin and fqueaking ; and the (kin of 
a dark grey colour.* The people are 
fhort in ftature, the generality being about 
four feet high, and the talleft not more 
than five. Ignorance, ftupidity, and fu- 
perftition are the mental charafteriftics of 
the inhabitants of thefe rigorous climates . 
For here 

Doze the grofs race. Nor fprightly jeft nor fong, 
Nor tcnderncfs they know, nor aught of life, 
Beyond the kindred bears that fUlk without, f 

The Tartar race, under which may be 
comprehended the Chinefe, and the Japa- 
nefe, forms the fecond great variety in the 
human Ipecies. Their countenances are 
broad and wrinkled, even in youth j their 
nofes fliort and flat j their eyes little, funk 
in the fockets, and feveral inches afunder ; 
their cheek bones are high ; their teeth of 
a large fize, and fcparate from each other ; 
their complexions olive -coloured 5 and 
their hair black, Thefe nations, in gene- 

* Krantz. Goldfmith's Hiftory of the Earth. 
t Thomfon's Seafons. 
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ral, have no religion, no fettled notions of 
morality, and ho decency of behaviour. 
They are chiefly robbers; their wealth 
confifts in horfes, and their Ikill in the 
management of them. 

The third variety of mankind is that of 
the fouthern Afiatics, or the inhabitants of 
India. Thefe are of a (lender fhape, have 
long ftraight black hair, and generally 
Roman nofes. Their complexions are of 
an olive colour, and in fome parts quite 
black. Thefe people are flothful, luxDri- 
ous, fubmiffive, cowardly, and effemi- 
nate.* 

, The parent Sun himfelf 

Seems o'er this world of ilaves to tyrannize ; 
And, with oppreffive ray, the rofcate bloom 
Of beauty blafting, gives the ^oomjr hue. 
And feature grofs : or worfe, to ruthkfs deeds. 
Mad jealoufy, blind rage, and fell revenge. 
Their fervid fpirit fires. Love dwells hot there. 
The foft regards, the tendernefs of life, 
I The heart-fhcd tear, th* ineffable, delight 

Of fweet humanity : thefe court the beam 



♦ Sec Goldfinitli's Hiftoiy of the Earth. 
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Of milder climes ; in fclfifli fierce defire. 
And the wild fury of voluptuous fcnfe. 
There loll. The very brute creation there 
This rage partakes, and burns with Korrid fire,* 

The Negroes of Africa conftitute the 
fourth ftriking variety in the human fpe- 
cies : But they differ widely from each 
others thofe of Guinea, for inftance, arc 
extremely ugly, and have an infupportably 
ofFenfive fcent; whilft thofe of Mofam- 
bique are reckoned beautiful, and are un- 
tainted with any difagreeable fmell. The 
Negroes are, in general, of a black colour; 
and the downy foftnefs of the hair, which 
grows upon the (kin, gives a fmoothnefs 
to it, refembling that of velvet. The hair 
of their heads is woolly, fhort, and black ; 
but their beards often turn grey, andfome- 
times white. Their nofes are flat and ftiort, 
their lips thick and tumid, and their teeth 
of an ivory whitenefs. f 

The intelleftual and moral powers of 
thcfe wretched people are uncultivated} 



• Thomfon's Summer. 
t See Goldfmith's Hiftory of the Earth. 



and 



130 MORAL TALES. 

and they are fubjeft to the moll barbarous 
delpotifm. The favage tyrants, who rule 
over them, make war upon each other for 
human plunder \ and the wretched viftims, 
bartered for fpirituous liquors, or the wares 
of Birmingham and Manchefter, are torn 
from their families, their friends, and their 
native land i and configncd for life to mi-^ 
fery, toil, and bondage.* But how am I 
Ihocked to inform you, that this infernal 
commerce is carried on by the humane, 
the polifhed, the chriftian inhabitants of 
Europe j nay even by Englilhmen, whole 
anceftors have bled in the caufe of liberty, 
and whofe breafts ftill glow with the fame 
generous flame ! I cannot give you a more 
ftriking proof of the ideas of horror, which 
the captive negroes entertain of the ftate- 
of fervitude they are to undergo, than, by 
relating the following incident from Dr. 

♦ It appears, from the moft accurate calculation, fays 
Abbe Ray nal, that a feventhpart of the Blacks, imported 
from the coaft of Guinea, die every year. Fourteen 
hundred thoufand unhappy beings, who are now in 
- the European colonies in the New \yorld, are the un- 
fortunate remains of nine millions of flaves, who have 
been conveyed thither. 

Goldfinith. 
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Goldfmith, " A Guinea captain was, by 
ftrefs of weather, driven into a certain 
harbour, with a lading of fickly flaves, 
who took every opportunity to throw 
themfelves over-board, when brought 
upon deck for the benefit of frefh air. 
The captain perceiving, annongfl: others, 
a female flave attempting to drown herfelfi 
pitched upon her as a proper example for 
the reft. As he fuppofed that they did not 
know the terrors attending death, he or- 
dered the woman to be tied with a rope 
under the arm-pits, and let down into 
the water. When the poor creature was 
thus plunged in, and about halfway down, 
Ihe was heard to give a terrible fliriek, 
which at firft was afcribed to her fears of 
drowning; but foon after, the water ap- 
peared red around her, (he was drawn up, 
and it was found that a (hark, which had* 
followed the (hip, had bitten her off from 
the middle." * 

The 



♦ The prafticc of domeftic flavery prevailed in the moft 
polilhcd ages of the Greeks and Romans, and had a very 
pernicious influence on the manners of thofe nations. It 

is 
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The native inhabitants of America make 
d fifth race of men. They are of a copper 
colour, have black, thick, ftraight hair, 
flat nofcs, high cheek bones, and fmall 
eyes. They paint the body and face of 
various colours, and eradicate the hair of 
their beards and of other parts, as a de- 
formity. Their limbs are not fo large and 
robtift, as thofe of the Europea^ns. They 
endure hunger, thirft, and pain with afto- 
nifhing firmnefs and patience ; and, though 
cruel to their enemies, they are kind and 
juft to each other. 

The Europeans may be confidered as 
the lafl: variety of the human kind. But 
it is unneceflary to enumerate the perfonal 
marks which diftinguifli them, as every 
day affords you opportunities of making 
fuch obfervations. I (hall only fuggeft to 
you, that they enjoy Angular advantages 

is related that Vcdius PoUio, in thcprefcnce of Auguftus, 
ordered one of his flaves, who had committed a flight 
©ffencc, to be cut in pieces, and thrown into the fifli 
pond, to feed his fifties. But the emperor, with indig- 
nation, commanded him inftantly to emancipate that 
{lave, and all the others who belonged to him. 

from 
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from the fairnefs of their complexions. 
The face of the African Black, or of the 
olive-coloured Afiiatic, is a very impcrfedt 
index of the mind, and preferves the fame 
fettled (hade in joy and forrow, confidence 
and fliame, anger and defpair, ficknefs and 
health. The Englifh are faid to be the 
faireft of the Europeans ; and we may 
therefore prefume, that their countenances 
beft exprefs the variations of the paflions, 
and the viciflitudes of difeafe. But the 
intelleftual and moral charadteriftics of the 
different nations, which compofe this quar- 
ter of the globe, are of more' importance 
to be known. Thefe, however, become 
gradually lefs difcernible, as fafhion, learn- 
ing, and commerce prevail more univer- 
fally ; and I fhall leave them, as objedb of 
your future inquiry. 

Thus pafled a winter evening by the 
fire-fide of Euphronius, whofe pleafmg, 
though anxious talk it was. 

To rear the tender thought ; 
To teach the young idea how to flioot ; 
To pour the freih inftrudlion o'er the mind ; 



134 MORAL TALES. 

To breathe th* enlivening fpirit ; and to fix 
The generous pijrpofe in the glowing breail,* 



SISTERLY UNITY AND LOVE. 

Y^B SERVE thofe two hounds that are 
^^ coupled together, faid Euphronius 
to Lucy and Emilia, who. were looking 
through the window. How they torment . 
each other, by a difagreement in their pur- 
fuits ! One is for moving flowly, and the 
other vainly urges onward. The larger 
dog now fees fome obje6t that tempts him 
on this fide, and mark how he drags his 
companion along, who is exerting all his 
efforts to purfue a different rput ! Thus 
they will continue all day at variance, 
pulling each other in oppofite directions, 
when they might, by kind and mutual 
compliances, pafs on cafily, merrily, and 
happily, t 

• Thomfon's Seafons* 

f I am indebted to Mr. Dodfley for the fubjedl ; 
but not for the narration, or ni9ral application of this 
fable. 

Lucy 
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Lucy and Emilia concurred in cenfuring 
the folly and ill-nature of thefe dogs ; and 
Euphronius expreffed a tender wifh, that 
he might never fee any thing fimilar in 
their behaviour to each other. Nature has 
linked you together, by the near equality 
of age ; by your common relation to the 
moft indulgent parents ; by the endearing 
ties of fifterhood ; and by all thofe generous 
fympathies, which have been foftered in 
your bofoms from your earlieft infancy. 
Let thefe iSlken cords of mutual love con- 
tinue to unite you in the fame purfuits. 
Suffer no allurements to draw you different 
ways ; no contradictory paffions to diftraft 
your friendfhip ; nor any felfifh views or 
fordid jealouGes to render thofe bonds 
uneafy and oppreffive, which are now 
your ornament, your ftrength, and higheft 
happinefs. 



AN APPEARANCE IN NATURE EXPLAINED, 

AND IMPROVED. 

/^ N E morning, in the month of Sep- 
^^ tember, as Alexis was riding with 
Euphronius from Hart-Hill to Manchefter, 

he 
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he noticed, with furprife, the fudden dif-^ 
perfion of a thick fog, which had obfcured 
every objeft around them. The fun now 
(hone in full fplendour ; and the veil being 
withdrawn from the face of nature, the 
hills and dales, the meadows, corn fields, 
and woodlands feemed to meet the eye 
"^ with renewed beautv and luftre. As foon 
as they were arrived in town, Euphronius 
took a glafs of clear fpring water, and 
threw it into a teafpoonful of fait. An 
opacity almofl: inftantly enfued through the 
whole of it y but when the glafs was placed 
near the fire, and gently agitated, the li- 
quor quickly recovered its tranfparency. 
This experiment, Taid Euphronius to his 
fon, explains to you the phaenomenon you 
lately obferved. The watery vapours, 
floating in the atmofphere, which formed 
the thick mift we found fo incommodious 
to us, were diflblved by the air, as foon as 
the fun had given fufficient warmth and 
motion to its particles : And in the even- 
ing, the fog will again return, and the 
dews defcend, from the abfence of that 
genial influence, which now diflblves and 

renders 
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renders them invifible. This glafs of fait 
and water, which has been withdrawn from 
the fire, as it becomes colder, lofes, in the 
fame manner, its tranfparency. Does your 
amiable heart, my dear Alexis, fugged to 
you any other analogy ? There ai'e mifts 
q{ the mind, as well as of the atmofphere ; 
and the fun of reafon, like the great lumi- 
nary of our fyftem, has the happy power of 
producing their diiperfion. Religion too 
offers her chearing iight, when the foul is 
douded with adverfity, and overfpread 
with gloom* A well-grounded convi&ion 
that all events are tinder the diredtion of 
Providence, and a firm reliance on the 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs of the Deity, 
will dilpel every anxious thought j illumi- 
nate aad extend into futurity our profpe£tss 
and, by coi^raAang brightnefs with (hades, 
will beautify the checquered landfcape of 
life. 



THE 
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THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH ABRIDGED. 

Y s R^A E L loved Jofeiph more than all his 
^ children, becaufe he was the fon of his 
old age ; afid he gave him a ctrnt of many- 
colours. But when his brethren faw their 
father's partiality to him, they hated him, 
and would not fpeak peaceably unto him. 
And Jofeph dreamed a dream, and he 
told it to his brethren. Behold, he faid, 
we were binding Iheaves in the field -, and 
Id, my iheaf arofe and ftood upright, and 
your fheaves ftood round about, and made 
obeifance to my fheaf. And his brethren 
faid unto him, Shalt thou indeed have do- 
minion over us ? And they hated him the 
more for his dreams, and for his words. 

It happened that his brethren went to 
feed their father's flock in Do than. And 
Jofeph went after his brethren ; but when 
they faw him afar off, they conlpircd a- 
gainft him to flay him ; and they faid one 
to another. We will tell our father that 

fome 
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fome evil beafl hath devouifed him. But 
Reuben wifhed to deliver him out of their 
hands ; and he faid^ Let us not kill him^ 
but call him into this pit, that is in the 
wildernefs : And they followed his coun- 
fel, and caft him into the pit, which then 
contained no water* A company of Ifh- 
maelites from Gilead paffed by at this time, 
with their camels, bearing fpicery, balm, 
and myrrh, which they were carrying into 
Egypt. And Judah faid unto his brethren. 
Let us fell Jofeph to the Ifhmaelites, and 
let not our hands be upon him, for he is 
our brother and our flefh : And Jofeph was 
fold for twenty pieces of filver. And his 
brethren killed a kid, * and dipt- his coSl in 
the blood thereof: And they brought it 
unto their father, and faid. This have we 
found. And Jacob knew it ; and believing 
that Jofeph was devoured by an evil beaft, 
he rent his cloaths, and put fackcloth on 
his loins, and refufed all comfort, faying, 
I will go down into the grave to my fon, 
mourning. Thus wept his father for him. 
But Jofeph was carried into Egypt, and 
fold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's 

L 2 guard. 



I40 MORAL TALES. 

guard. And the Lord was with him, and 
proipered him ; and he found favour in the 
fight of his mafter. But by the wickednefs 
of Potiphar's wife, he was caft into the 
prifon, where the king's prifoners were 
bound. Here alfo the Lord continued to 
fhew him merqr, and gave him favour in 
the fight of the keeper of the prifon. And 
all the prifoners were conntcnitted to his 
care ; amongft: whom were two pf Pharaoh's 
officers, the chief of the butlers, and the 
chief of the bakers. And Jofeph interpreted 
the dreams of thie king's fervants ; and his 
interpretation being true, the chief butler 
recommended him to Pharaoh, who had 
dreamed a dream,* which Jofeph thus 
fliewed unto him. Behold there ftiall come 
feven years of great plenty, throughout all 
the land of Egypt : And there fliall arife, 
after them, feven years of famine ; and all 
the plenty fliall be forgotten in the land of 
Egypt, and the famine fliall confume the 
land. 

And the king faid unto Jofeph, Foraf- 
much as God hath fliewn thee all this, 

thou 
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thou fhalt.be over mice houfe $ and accord- 
ing to thy word fliall all my people be 
ruled. And Jofeph gathered up all the 
food of the feven years, and laid up the 
food in ftorehoufes* Then the feven years 
of dearth Began to come, as Jofeph had 
foretold. But in all the land of Egypt 
there was bread; and people from all 
countries came unto Jofeph to buy corn, 
becaufe the famine was fore in all the lands. 
Now amongft thofe that came, 'were the 
ten Ions of Jacob, from the land of Canaan. 
And Jofeph faw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but niade himfelf ttrange unto them, 
and Ipoke roughly to them, faying. Ye 
are fpies. And they faid. Thy fervants 
are twelve brethren, the fons of one man 
in the land of Canaan ; and behold the 
youngeft is this day with our father, and 
one is not. 

But Jofeph faid unto them. Ye fliall not 
go forth hence, except your youngeft bro- 
ther come hither. L,et one of your bre- 
thren be bound in prifon, and go ye to 
carry corn for the fiwnine of your houfes, 

L 3 and 
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and bring your youngeft brother unto me. 
And their confciences reproached them j 
and they faid one to another. We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we faw the anguifh of his foul, wheiv 
he befought us, and we would not hear ; 
therefore is this diftrefs come upon us. 
And" they knew not that Jofeph underftood 

' diem, for he fpake unto them by an inter- 
preter : And he turned himfelf about 

'^irom them, and wept; and returned to 
them again, and communed with them ; 
and took from them Simeon, and bound 
him before their eyes. And they returned 
unto Jacob their father, in the land of 
Canaan, and told him all that had be- 
fallen them. And Jacob, their father, 
faid unto them. Me have ye bereaved of 
my children : Jofeph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and ye will take Benjamin away 
alfo. But my fon Ihall not go down with 
you ; for his brother is dead, and he is left 
alone : If mifchief befal him in the way 
in which ye go^^ then fliall ye bring down 
my grey hairs with forrow to the grave. 
But the famine continued fore in the land ; 

and 
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txid when they had eaten up the corn, 
which they had brought out of Egypt, 
Jacob {aid unto them. Go again, and buy 
us food : And if it muQ: be fo, now take 
alfo your brother Benjamin, and arife and 
go unto the man. And jthey brought pre- 
fents unto Jofeph, and bowed themfelvcs 
to him to the earth. And he aflced them of 
their welfare; and faid, Is yoijir father well? 
Is he alive ? And he lifted up his eyes, and 
faw Benjamin his brother; and his bowels 
did yearn towards his brother; and he 
fought where to weep, and he entered his 
chamber and wept there : And he wafhed 
his face, and went out, and refrained 
himfelf. Then he commanded the ftew«- 
ard of his houfe, faying. Fill the men's 
facks with food, as much as they can carry; 
and put my cup, the filver cup, into the 
fack of Benjamin, the youngeft, And the 
fteward did according to th^ word that, 
Jofeph had ipoken. As foon as the 
morning was light, the men were fent 
away, they and their affes. But Jofeph 
commanded his fteward to follow them, 
and to ftarch their facks, an4 to luring 

L 4 them 
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them back. And when Judah and his 
brethren were returned into the city, Jo- 
feph faid unto them^ What deed is this 
that ye have done? The man in whofe 
hands the cup is found, Ihall be my fer- 
vant i and as for you, get you in peace 
unto your father. But they fkid. Our 
ftther will furely die, if he fwth that th« 
lad is not with us; and we fhali bring 
down the grey hairs of thy fervant our 
father with forrow to the gtzve. Then 
Jofeph could hot refrain himfelf before all 
them that ftood by him ; and he cried, 
Ckufc every man to go out from mc ; and 
there ftood no man with himi whilft Jo-» 
feph made himfelf known urito his bre- 
thren. And he wept aloud> and faid unto 
his brethren, I am Jofeph ; doth my fa- 
ther yet live ? And his brethren could not 
anfwer him^ for they were troubled at his 
prefence. And Jofeph faid unto his bre- 
thren. Come near to me, lpJ[^y you 5 ^d 
they came near : And he faid, I am Jo- 
feph your brother, whom ye fold into 
EgyP^- Now therefore b^ not grieved, 
ti6r angry with yourfelves, that ye f<^d me 

hither ; 
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hither ; for God did fend me before you» 
to faye y:our lives by a great deliverance. 
Hafte you^ and go up to my father; and 
fey unto him> Thus faith thy fon Jofeph, 
God hath made me lord over all Egypt ; 
come dpwn unto me, tarry not. And 
thou fhalt dwell in the land of Gofhen ; 
and thou (halt be near unco me, thou, and 
thy children, and thy children's children, 
and thy flocks,, and thy herds, and all that 
thou hail: : And there will I nourifh thee ; 
for yet there are five years of famine j left 
thou, and thy houfhold, and all that thou 
halt come to poverty. And beholds your 
eyes fee, arid the eyes of my brother Ben- 
jamin, that it is my mouth which fpeaketh 
unto you. Arid you Ihall tell my father of 
all my glory in Egypt, and all that you 
have feen 5 and ye (hall hafte, and bring 
down my father hither. 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's 
neck, and weptj and Benjamin wept upon 
his neck. Moreover, he kiffed all his 
brethren, and wept upon them 5 and after 
that, his brethren talked with him. And 

the 
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the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's 
houfci and it pleafed Pharaoh well, and 
his fervants. And Pharaoh faid unto Jo<- 
feph. Invite hither thy father, and his 
houfhold J and I will give them the good 
of the land o[ Egypt ; and they (hall eat 
the fat of the\land. And the fpirit of Ja- 
cob was revived, when he heard thefe ti- 
dings J and he faid. My fon is yet alive j 
I will go and fee him before I die. And 
he took his journey, with all that he had. 
And Jofeph made ready his chariot, and 
went up to meet Ifrael, his father, to 
Goftien ; and prefenting himfelf unto him, 
he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck for 
fome time. And Jofeph placed his father, 
and his brethren -, and gave them a pofleflion 
in the land of Egypt, in the beft of the 
land, as Pharaoh had commanded. 

This interefting ftory contains a variety 
of afFefting incidents ; is related with the 
moft beautiful fimplicityj and furnifhes 
many important leflbns of inftruftion. It 
dilplays the mifchiefs of parental partiality^ 
the fatal efFefts of envy, jealoufy, and dif- 

cord 
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cord amongft brethren ; the bleflings and 
honours with which virtue is rewarded; 
the amiablenefs of forgiving injuries -, and 
jthe tender joys which flow from fraternal 
love and filial piety. Different in other 
relpefts as your lot may be from that of 
Jofeph, you have a father, my- dear Alexis, 
who feels for you all the afFeftion which 
Ifrael fdt, and who hopes Tie has a claim 
to the fame generous return of gratitude. 
You have brothers and lifters, who are 
ftrangers to hatred, who will cherifli and 
return your Ipve, and whofe happinefs is 
infeparable from yours : And you are un- 
der the proteftion and authority of that 
eternal Being, the God of Abraham, of 
Ifaac, and of Jacob, who fees, approves, 

and will exalt the virtuous.* 

Goon- 



* In relating the'hiftory of Jofeph, an incident, 
which reflefts the higheft honour on his charafter, 
has been omitted; becaufe to my younger read- 
ers it admits of no explanation, and might wound 
the native modefty of thofe, who arc farther ad- 
vanced in years. There is a delicacy and fenfe 
of decency in the mind of an ingenuous youth, 
which ihields him more powerfully from fcduclion, 

than 
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GOOD-NATURSD CREDULITy. 

A CHALDEAN pcafent was conducing 
'^^ a goat to the tity of Bagdat. He was 
mounted on an afs -, and the goat followed 
him, with a bell fulpended from his neck. 
" I Iball fell thefe animals/' faid he to him- 
felf, « for thirtjy)ieees of filver 5 and with 
« this money lean purchafe a new turban, 
« and a rich veftment of taffety, which I 
" will tie with a fafti of purple filk. The 
«' young damfels will then fmile more fa- 
" vourably upon me ; and I fhall be the 
" fineft man at the Mofque." Whilft the 
peafant was thus anticipating in idea his 
future enjoyments, three artful rogues con- 
certed a ftratagcm to plunder him of his 
prcfent treafures. As he moved flowly 
along, one of them flipped off the bell 
from the neck of the goat ; and fattening it, 
without being perceived, to the tail of the 

than the befl Icffons of morality, or the brightcft exam- 
ples of felf-government. This tender fhoot of vernal 
life, is often injured by improper culture ; it flirinks 
at the fuggeftion of every loofe idea, and is blafted by 
their frequent and unfcafonable repetition. 

' afs. 
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afs,- carried away his booty. The man 
ridiftg upon the afs> and hearing the found 
of the bell, continued to mufe, without the 
lealj fufpicion of the lofs which he had luf- 
tained. Happening, however, a ihort while 
afterwards, to turn about his head, he dif- 
covered, with grief and aftonifhment, that 
the iuiimal was gone, which conftituted fo 
confiderable a part of his riches : And he 
inquired, with the utmoft anxiety, after 
his goat, of e'^ery traveller whom he 
met* 

The fccond rogue now accofted him, 
and faid, " I have juftfeen in yonder fields, 
a man in great hafte, dragging along with 
him a goat." The peafant difnwunted 
with precipitation, and requefted the o- 
bliging jftranger to hold his afs, that he 
Tnight lofe no time in overtaking the thief« 
He inftantly began the purfuit ; and having 
traverfed, in vain, the courfe that was 
pointed out to him, he came back fatigued 
and breathlefs to the place from whence he 
fet out; where he neither found his sUs, 
nor the deceitful informer, to whofe care 

he 
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he had cntrufted him. As he walked pen- 
fively onwards, overwhelmed with fliame, 
vexation, and difappointment, his attention 
was roufed by the loud complaints and la- 
mentations of a poor man, who fat by the 
fide of a well. He turned out of the way, 
to fympathize with a brother in affliction ; 
recounted his own misfortunes ; and inqui- 
red the caufe of that violent forrow, which 
feemed to. opprefs him. Alas ! faid the 
poor man, in the moft piteous tone of 
voice, as I was refting here to drink, I 
dropped into the water a cafket full of dia- 
monds, which I was employed to cariy to 
the Caliph at Bagdat; and I fhall be put 
to death, on the fufpicion of having fecret- 
cd fb valuable a treafure. Why do not you 
jump into the well in fearch of the cafket ? 
cried the peafant, aftonilhed at the ftupi- 
dity of his new acquaintance. Becaufe it if 
deep, replied the fnan, and I can neither 
dive nor fwim. But will jrou undertake 
this kind office for me, and I will reward 
you with thirty pieces of filver ? The pea- 
fant accepted the offer with exultation; and 
whilfl: he was putting off his caffock, veft, 

and 
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and flippers, poured out his foul in thankf- 
givings to the holy prophet, for this pro- 
vidential fuccour. But the monnent he 
plunged into the water, in fearch of the 
pretended cafket, the nian (who was one 
of the three rogues that had concerted the 
plan of robbing him) feized upon his gar- 
ments, and bore them off in fecurity to his 
comrades. 

Thus, through inattention, fimplicity, 
and credulity, was the unfortunate Chal- 
dean duped of all his little poffeflions; 
and he haftened back to his cottage, with 
no other covering for his nakednefs, thaa 
a tattered garment which he borrowed on 
die road.* 



AN EASY AND INSTRUCTIVE EXPERIMENT. 

ITt was a clear frofty day : The fun (hone 
'^ bright, and the ground was covered 
with fnow, when Euphronius invited 

* The ftory is faid to have been written by an 
Arabian author : But I have taken the liberty of devi- 
ating from the original, and of making additions 
to it. 

Alexis, 
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Alexis, Lucy, Emilia, and Jacobus to 
affift him in a Kttle experimeiH;, which 
he thought would contribute to their in- 
ftru6kion and annufement. He took four 
pieces of woollen cloth, equal in dimen- 
fions, but of different colours i one being 
ilack, another tlue, a third irown,^ and a 
fourth wbile : And having chofen a pro- 
per fituation, he laid them all, very near 
each other, on the furface of the fnow. 
In a few hours, the black piece of cloth 
had ftink confiderably below the furface ; 
the blue almoft as much; the brown a 
little ; but the white remained precifely in 
its pofition.* 

Obferve, faid Euphronius, how varied 
is the influence of the llin*s rays on differ- 
ent colours ? They are abforbed, and 
retained by the black ; and in the piece 
of cloth before us, they have produced 
fuch a ftrong and durable heat, as to melt 
the fnow underneath. Their efFcdl on 
Hue is nearly fimilari bututhey feem not 

* See Franklin's Obfervations. 

to 
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tb penetrate the white: And the piece of 
that colour, by having no warmth com- 
municated to it, ftill continues on the 
furface of the fnow. 

This little , experiment teaches yoii, 
Emiliaj that white hats will afford the btft 
defence to your complexion ; but that they 
fliould have dark linings, to abforb the 
rays of light which are refledted from the 
earth. You may learn from it, Alexis, 
that cloaths of a light colour are bcft aT 
dapted to fummer, and to hot climates ; 
that black fubftances acquire heat fooner, 
and retain it longer than any other ; and 
that fruit walls, drying ftoves, &c. fhould 
be painted black. Other inferences I fhall 
leave to you the pleafure of difcovering. 
Allow me only to remind you, that know- 
ledge and virtue may be juftly compared 
to rays of light j and that it is my warm- 
eft wifh, and higheft ambition, that your 
heart and underftanding may unite the 
qualities of the two oppofite colours you 
have been contemplating. May your 
mind b^ quick in the reception, and ftea-^ 

^ M . dy 
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dy in the retention of every good impref^ 
fion ! And may the luftre of your endow- 
ments be reflefted on your brothers, fitters, 
and friends ! 



THE DOG, 

My dog, the truftieft of his kind, 
With gratitude inflames my mind ; 
I mark his true, his faithful way. 
And in my fervice, copy Tray* 

GAY^S' FABLES. 

A w A T E R fpaniel, belonging to a neigh- 
**^ bour, was a frequent, and always a 
moft welcome gueft in the family of Eu- 
phronius. Her placid looks, gentle man- 
ners, and afliduity to pleafe, rendered her 
equally the favourite of the fervants, and 
of the children* It happened that there 
was a general alarm concerning mad dogs 
in Manchefter ; and to guard againft dan- 
ger, Sylvia Was clofely confined to her 
kennel. A week elapfed, without a fingle 
vifit from her -, no one knew the caufc of 
her abfence, and all lamented it. She at 

length 
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length returned 5 the children flocked with 
joy and eagernefs around her -, but they 
beheld her trembling, feeble, and emaci- 
ated. She crawled over the kitchen floor ; 
looked wiftfuUy at Emilia; then at Ja- 
cobus ; then at Lucy : Advancing a ftep 
forwards, flie licked the hand of Alexis, 
which was ftretched forth to ttroke her; 
and expired at his feet, without a groan. 
The children at firfl: ftood filent, and mo- 
tionlefs ; a gufh of tears fucceeded ; and 
Euphronius, though pleafed with the fenfi- 
bility they (hewed, thought it neceflary to 
foften the imprefllon which this afFe'dting 
incident produced. He endeavoured to 
withdraw their attention from Sylvia, by 
defcribing the qualities, and relating the 
hiftory of the Ipecies at large. I am not 
furprifed, laid he, that you ftiould lament 
the lofs of an animal„ whom nature feems 
to have peculiarly formed, to be the fa- 
vourite and friend of man. -The beauty of 
his fliape, his ftrength, agility, fwiftnefs, 
courage, generofity, fidelity, and gratitude, 
command our attachment, and give him 
the jufteft claim to our care and proteftion. 

Ma In 
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In obedience atid docility, he fiirpaffe* 
every other quadruped ; and fo perfectly is 
he domefticated, that Mr. BufFon obferves, 
he aifimilates his character to that of the 
family in which he lives. Amongft the 
proud he is difdainful, and churliih amongft 
clowns. 

In Congo, Angola, and in South Ame- 
rica, where dogs are found wild, they 
Unite in packs, and attack the fierceil ani- 
mals of the foreft. On the fouthern coaft 
of Africa, it is faid, there are dogs that 
neither bark nor bite ^ and their fleih is 
highly valued by the Negroes.* The 
flefh of this animal is alfo confidered as a 
dainty by the Chinefe, and public iham^ 
bles arc irefted for the fale of it. In Can- 
ton particularly, there is a ftreet appropri* 
atcd to that purpofe; and what is very 
extraordinary, whenever a dog butcher 
appears, all the dogs in the place purfue 
him in full cry. They know their enemy, 
and pcrfecutc him as far as they are ablest 

* See Brookes's Natural Hiftory. , 

+ See Goldfmith*8 Hillory of the Earth. 

The 
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The influence of climate, and the efforts 
of art, have produced many varieties in 
the breed of dogs. The Britifti maftifFs 
were fo famous among the Romans, that 
their emperorjs appointed an officer in 
this ifland, to train them for the combats 
of |the Amphitheatre. Three of thefc 
were deemed a match for a bear, and 
four for a lion. But an experiment was 
made in the Tower, by king James the 
Firft, from which it appeared jchat three 
maftifFs conquered this noble animal* 
Two of them were difabled in the con- 
fiid ; but the third forced the lion to feek 
his fafety by flight,* The Britifti maf- 
tifFs were alfb educated for war, and were 
emplo^d by the Gauls in their battles, 
as we learn from Strabo. f Linnaeus has 
delivered, in the following terms, the 
natural hiftory of the dog. 

This animal eats flefh, and farinaceous 
vegetables i but not greens. His ftomach 

* See Stowe's Aonak ; Pcowflt's ^laf>U>gy $ Cam- 
4en'8 Britannia. 

f Lib. IV. 

M 3 digefts 
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digcfts bones. He ufes the topj of grafs 
as a vomit ; and laps his drink with his 
tongue. His fcent is moft exquifite, when 
his nofe is nrioift : He treads lightly on his 
toes ; fcarcely ever fweats ; but when hot, 
lolls out his tongue. He generally walks 
round the place on which he intends to lie 
down. His fenfe o£ hearing is very quick 
when afleep : He 'dreams. The female 
goes with young fixty- three days; and 
commonly brings from four to eight pup- 
pies at a birth. The male puppies refem- 
ble the dog ; the female, the bitch. He is 
the moft faithful of all animals; is very 
docible; hates ilrange dogs; fnaps at a 
ftone which is thrown at him; howls at 
certain mulical notes ; and barks at Gran- 
gers. This quadruped is rejefted by the 
Mahometans. 



KESPECT AND DEFEREKCE DUE 
TO THE AGED. 

A N aged citizen of Athens coming late 
"*^ into the public theatre of that city, 
fo celebrated for arts and learning, found 

the 
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the place crouded with, company, and eve- 
ry feat engaged. Though the Ipeftators 
were his countrymen, and mod of them 
young perfons, no one had the politenefs 
or humanity to make room for him. But 
when he paflcd into the part which was 
allotted to the Lacedemonian ambafladors,^ 
and their attendants, they all rofe up, and 
accommodated the old gentleman with the 
beft, and moft honourable feat amongft 
them. The whole company were equally 
furprilcd, and delighted with this inftance 
of urbanity ; andexprefled their approbation 
by loud plaudits. <* ^he Athenians per- 
^^ fe£tly well underjiand the rules of good 
^* manners ; " faid one of the ambaffadors, 
in return for this compliment \ " bui' the 
Lacedemonians fraHiJe them.'* 

Cicero. 
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'T^ HAT the love of gaming has its 
-^ foundation in avarice, is an undoubt-^ 
ed truth -, but it proceeds from a ipecies of 
covetoufnefs, differing from every other, 
Salluft, irt his character of Cataline, has 
given us an exaft definition of it : yilieni 
appetens^ Jut profujtis ; Profuje of his own^ 
^eedy of tb^ property of another. The de- 
ftruftive confequences of this vice will be 
evinced, by the melancholy hiftory of Ly- 
fander. This unfortunate youth was the 
only fon of Hortenfius, a gentleman of 
large fortune; who 'with a paternal eye 
watched over his education ; and fufFered 
no means to be negledled, which might 
promote his future ufefulnefs, honour, or 
Jiappinefs, Under fuch tuition, he grew 
up, improving in every amiable accomplifh- 
ment. His perfon was graceful i and his 



* This is a juvenile produdion, written when the 
author ^as at fchool. 

coun- 
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countenance the pifturc of his foul, lively, 
fweet, and penetrating. By his own appli* 
cation, and the afliftance of fuitable pre^ 
ceptors, he was matter of the whole circle 
of fciences; and there was nothing now 
wanting, to form the complete gentleman, 
but travelling. The tour of Europe was 
therefore refolved upon, and a proper pcr- 
fon provided to attend him. Lyfander 
and his tutor accordingly fet out. I pafs 
over in filence, the fad. parting of the 
good old gentleman and his beloved fon* 
The fcenc may be conceived, but can- 
not be exprcffed. Our travellers diredted 
their courfe to France ; and croffed the fca 

vat Dover, with an intention to pay their 
firft vifit to Paris. Here Lyfander had 
difEculties to furmount, of which he was 
little apprifed : He had been bred in 

' ihades and iblitude, and had no idea o( 
the aAjve fcenes of life. It is eafy co ima- 
gine, therefore, his furprife at being trans- 
ported, as it were, into a new world. He 
was ddij^ted with the elegance of the 
city, and the crouds of company that re- 
^rted to the public walks* He launched 

into 
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into plcalurcs ; and was enabled to commit 
a thoufand extravagances, by the ample 
ftipplies of money which a fond father al- 
lowed him- In vain his tutor feprefented 
to him the imprudence of his conduft : 
Captivated with the novelty of every thing 
around him, he was- deaf to ail his remon- 
ftrances. He engaged in an intrigue with 
a woman of the moft infamous charadter ; 
who in a Ihort time reduced him to the 
neceffity of making frefli demands upon his 
father. The indulgent Hbrtenfius, with 
a few reprimands for his profufion, and 
admonitions to ceconomy, remitted him 
confiderable fums. But thefe were not 
fufficient to fatisfy an avaricious miftrefs ; 
and afhamed to expofe himfelf again to 
his father, he had recourfe to fortune. 
He daily frequented the gaming tables; 
and elated with a trifling fuccefs at the 
beginning, gave up every other pleafure 
for that of rattling the dice. Sharpers 
were now his only companions, and his 
youth and inexperience made him an eafy 
prey to their artifice and defigns. His fa- 
ther heaid of his condudt with inexprefli- 

ble 
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ble forrow. He inftantly recalled hinri 
hoqie ; but alas ! the return to his native 
country did not reftore him to his natural 
difpdfitions. The love of learning, gene- 
rofity, humanity, and every noble prin-. 
ciple were fuppreffed ; and in their place, 
the moft deteftable avarice had taken root. 
The reproofs of a father, fo affedionate as 
Hortenfius, were too gentle to reclaim one 
confirmed in vicious habits. He ftill pur- 
fued the fame unhappy courfe ; and at 
length, by his difiblute behaviour, put an 
end to the life of the tendercft of parents. 
The death of Hortenfius had at firfl: a hap- 
py efFedt upon the mind of Lyfander ; and 
by recalling him to a fenfe of reflection, 
gave fome room., to hope for reformation; 
To confirm the good refolutions he had 
formed, his friends urged him to marry. 
The propofal not being difagreeable to 
him, he paid his addreiTes to AJpafia^ a 
lady ppffeffed of beauty, virtue, and the 
fweeteft dilpofitions. So many charms 
could not but imprefs a heart, which filial 
grief had already in fome meafure foftened. 
He loved and married her ; and by her 

prudent 
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prudent condud, was prevailed upon to 
give up all the former aflbciates of his fa- 
vourite vice. Two year$ pafTed in this 
happy manners during which time, Afpafia 
bkfled him with a fon. The little darling 
had united in him all the father* s luftre, and 
tbi mother's grace. Lyfander often viewed 
him with ftreaming eyes of tcndcrnefs, 
and he would fometimes cry out> " Only, 
" my fon, avoid thy father's fteps, and 
<« every felicity will attend thee." About 
this time, it happened that fome buiinefs of 
importance required his prefence in Lon^ 
don. There he unfortunately met with 
the bafe wretches who jud been his old ac- 
quaintance: And his too eafy temper 
complying with their ibliicitations, agaii) 
he plunged into the abyfs of vice and folly. 
A^afia, wondering at the long abfence of 
her huiband, began to entertain the moft 
uneafy apprefaenlions for him. She wrote 
him a lender and ecidearing'ktter ; but no 
anfwer was returned. . FuU of terror and 
anxiety, flie went in perfon to inquire after 
ber Lyfander. Long was it befone flie 
heard the leaft tidings of him. At lengthy 

by 
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by accident, finding his lodgings, flie flew 
to his chamber, ¥;ith the moft impatient 
joy, to embrace a long loft huflband. But 
ah ! who can paint the agony Ihe felt, at 
the fight of Lyfander weltering in his gore> 
with a piftol clenched in his hand ! That 
very morning, he had put an end to his 
wretched being. A paper was found upon 
the table, of his own hand writing, whicli 
imported that he had entirely ruined him- 
felf, and a moft amiable wife and child 3 
and that life was infiipportable to him. 



RIVALSHIP WITHOUT ENMITYj 
EMULATION WITHOUT ENVY. 

Tr\ E M s T H K jj E s, a Celebrated Grc-^ 
-*^ cian orator, was born at Athens, 
near four hundred years before the Chriftian 
sera. He was remarkable for the fimpli- 
city and energy of his eloquence. It id 
faid that he copied the Hiftory of Thucy- 
dides no lefs than eight times, to acquire a 

nervous 
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nervoiis and majeftic didtioti ; and that his 
third: after knowledge was fo great, as to 
lead him to purfue his ftudies in a fubter- 
ranean apartment, that he might be free 
from noife, difturbance, or interruption. 

^fchines was alfo an eminent orator 
of Greece, and cotemporary with Demoft- 
henes. He preferred an indidtment againft 
Ctefiphon, as a pretext for the accufation 
of his rival Demofthenes. A day was ap- 
pointed for the trial i and no caufe ever 
excited fuch general curioCty, or was con- 
duced with greater pomp and folemnity. 
People aflembled from every part of Greece, 
to be fpeftators of the conteft between 
thefe two great mailers of rhetoric. The 
inclinations of the citizens were favourable 
to iEfchines ; but fuch was the prevailing 
eloquence of his antagonift, that he loft 
his caufe, and was fentenced to banifli- 
ment. He retired to the ifland of Rhodes ; 
where he eftablilhed a fchool of oratory, 
which continued to flourifh many centuries 
afterwards. He commenced his leftures 
with the oration which he had delivered 

juft 
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jufl: before his exile ; and it was highly ap* 
plauded by the audience. But when he re-. 
cited the anfwer of Demofthenes, his hear- 
ers redoubled their expreffions of admira- 
tion. -SEfchines, fo far from feeling any 
. emotions of envy at this fecond triumph of 
his rival, cried out with rapture. How 
great f my friends y would have been your 
tranfporty had you heard Demofthenes i?inp- 
Jelf deliver this oration^ with thoje invincible 
powers of elocution J for which be isfojuftlj 
and univerfally celebrated I 

When ^fchines was condemned to ba- 
nifhment, Demofthenes exulted not in the 
viftory that he had obtained 5 but fol- 
lowed his rival to the (hip in which he was 
to embark, and conftrained him to accept 
of a fum of money, to defray the expences 
of his voyage, and to procure for him an 
eafy fettlement at Rhodes. Imprefled with 
this afFefting inftance of generofiity, the 
exiled orator with admiration exclaimed. 
How deeply muft I regret the lofs of a country y 
in which Ihav£ received fuch liberal affiftance 
from a profejfed enemy y as I cannot expert 

even 
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even from a friend in any other part of the 

world ! 

Cicero. 



VIRTUOUS FRIENDSHIP EXTENDS 
BEYOND THE GRAVE. 

pp M I L r A had been (lightly indilpofed 
^-^ fcvcral days ; but not in fiich a man- 
ner as to confine her from the chearful 
focicty of her brothers and fillers. Whilft 
fhc was ftanding in the midft of them, a 
fainting fit fuddenly overpowered her ; and 
Ihe fell down, as it were lifelefs, on the floor* 
She was fooh recovered, by the tender of- 
fices of Sophronia i but the afi^^fting image 
of death, which the children had feen, 
continued for fome time to imprefs their 
minds with forrow and terror. Alexis, in 
the evening, accompanied his father into 
the fields. The path which they purfued, 
led them to the banks of the IrwcU ; where 
they flopped to contemplate its winding 
ftreanri and checquered fides. The Hump 
of a tree, overlhadowed by a neighbouring 

oak, 
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oak, affbrded them a comfortable feat; 
and Euphronius began to expatiate on the 
wifdom and goodnefs of Providence, in 
watering the earth with rivers, which flow 
into the fea, and are again returned in 
fertilifing fhowers. Alexis made (lo reply ; 
and Euphronius obferving that he was loft 
in thought, inquired what fubjedl fo deeply 
engaged his attention. The youth faid 
with a figh, I have been early taught to 
fee, admire, and reverence the Deity in 
all his works ; but more particularly in the 
ftru&ure of man^ in his prefent enjoy- 
ments, and future expedlations. The mo- 
ral afFeftions you have cultivated in my 
heart with afliduous care; and I have 
fondly believed that the exercife of them 
will conftitute my chief felicity through all 
eternity* Oh ! that the pleafing delufion 
had been ftill continued ! This morning I 
was fhocked with the apparent death of my 
beloved Emilia ; but it was fome confola- 
tion to my mind, that we fhould hereafter 
meet again ; renew our fond regard ; and 
for evef live together in the fame endear- 
ing connexion, which now fubfifts between 

N us. 
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US. In this hope, it feems, I was mifer- 
ably miftaken. A learned divine, whofe 
works I have juft been reading, afferts with 
confidence, that in heaven, the virtuous 
of all ages, paft, prefent, and to come, 
will dwell together, as in one univerfal 
family, without perfonal partialities or 
diftinftion. 

The doctrine, I truft, is falfe, replied 
Euphronius, with fome emotion i for hea-r 
ven, methinks, would not be fuch to me, if 
it were true. But I corredt myfelf, Alexis : 
On a fubjeft of fuch uncertainty, we fhould 
fpeak with an awful reliance on that great 
Being, who perfe6Uy knows our frame, 
and what will beft promote our happinefs. 
With fuch fentiments of reverence let us 
purfue the interefting theme ; and. inquire 
whether reafon and revelation donotjuftify 
the hope, that we fhall hereafter be united 
to our virtuous relations and friends ; and 
enjoy, with increafing delight, all thofe 
tender attachments, which, in the prefent 
ftate, fwceten both focial and domeftic 
life. 

One 
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One of the ftrongeft arguments for the 
future exiftence of the foul, derived from 
the light of nature, is the dread which we 
feel of annihilation, and our ardent defires 
after immortality. Have we not the like 
anxiety, again to be reftored, in happier 
regions, to thofe whom, in this world, we 
have known, efteemed, and loved ? The 
human underftanding feems to be formed 
for endlefs improvement. The faculty of 
comprehenfion is daily enlarged, till the 
animal machine, having acquired its full 
vigour, fufFers the gradual decays of age r 
And as the. Deity hath created nothing in 
vain, capacity may be fuppofed. to imply 
attainment y in fome other ftage of our 
exiftence. 

But fliall we grant to our intellelfualy 3, 
privilege which we deny to our moral pow- 
ers; or exclude from future growth and 
cultivation, the nobleft and moft import- 
ant endowments of the mind ? The prin- 
ciple of benevolence is neither inconfiftent 
with the partialities of friendihip, nor with 
the endearments of family love ; but ra- 

N 2 ther 



172 MORAL TALES. 

ther originates from them, like circles on 

the wateV, winding as they flow from one 
common centre. Nor will the filial, pa- 
rental, or fraternal charities damp the fer- 
vour of our piety to the Father of the 
univerfe; or abate our gratitude to the 
great Bond of our union, and the Author 
of our deareft enjoyments. The prefent 
life is only the commencen^ent of thofe im- 
provements in knowledge and goodnefs, 
which we Ihall progreflively make through 
all eternity. And -as our kindred and 
friends are, in a peculiar manner, the com- 
panions of our journey here, and the ob- 
jefts of ourmoftvirtuous afFeftions ; is it not 
probable that they will continue to be fuch 
hereafter ; and that we fhall not only find 
them our crown of rejoicingy but that it will 
be our divineft pleafure to promote the ad- 
vancement of each other in piety, glory, 
and felicity ? The Scriptures fpeak not ex- 
plicitly concerning this interefting point ; 
but there are a variety of paffages in the 
New Teftament, which evidently imply, 
that good men ^' will be happy hereafter, 
/^ in the fame feats of joy ^ will live under 

"the 



MORAL TALES. ^73 

** the fame perfeft government ; and be 
'' members of the fame heavenly fociety. 
'* Will not then our neareft relations be ac- 
" ceflible to us ? and if acceffible, (hall we 
" not fly to them, and mingle our hearts 
'* aad fouls again ? " 

" The ThefTalonians, a little before St. 
" Paul wrote his firft Epiftle to them, had 
*' loft fome of their friends by death. In 
" thefe circumftances, he exhorts them not . 
" to Jorrow like others who had no hope ; 
** becaufe they might conclude certainly 
" from the death and refurredion of Jefus, 
** that thofe who bad flept in him, God 
would hereafter bring with him^ He tells 
them by the word of the Lord, or as from 
immediate revelation, that a period was 
coming, when Chrift would defcend 
" from heaven with a fhout ; with the 
«f voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump 
" of God \ and when the friends they had 
" loft Ihpuld be raifed from the dead, and 
*^ together with themfelve.s, fiould be caught 
*' up to meet the Lord in the air, and to live 
« for ever with him. But what. I have in 

N 3 ** view, 
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" view, is more diftinftly afferted in the fe- 
" cond chapter of this Epiftle, ver. 19. 
'f For what is our hope^ our joy ^ our crown 
of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the fre^ 
fence of our Lord Jefus at his coming ? 
" It is moft plainly implied in thefe words, 
" that the Apoftle expefted to fee and 
*' know again his TheiTalonian^ converts, 
*' at Chrift's fecond coming. The fame 
" remark may be made on his words in 
" the Corinthians. Knowing that he, who 
^^ raifed up the Lord Jefus ^ Jhall raife us up 
alfo by Jefus J and prefent us with you. As 
you have acknowledged us in party that we 
are your rejoicings evenfo ye alfo are ours 
" in the day of the Lord Jefus. 



€€ 
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Thus it appears, that the pleafmg idea 
of a re-union with our virtuous relations 
and friends, in the future life, is agreeable 
to the natural expeftations of mtokindi 
neceffary to the exercife of our moft diftin- 
guifhed moral powers 5 and favourable to 
every fentiment of gratitude, devotion, 

* See Price's Diflcrtations on Providence, Prayer, 
Sec, p. 233. 

and 
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and piety. Revelation fecms alfo to con- 
firm what reafoii fo much approves ; and 
I hope, my dear Alexis, your mind is now 
no longer difquieted with deipondency or 
fear. Indulge the generous afFeftions of 
your heart ; cherifti the filial and fraternal 
love with which it glows; cultivate the 
valuable friendfhips you have formed ; and 
be affured that what conftitutesyourprefent, 
will heighten your future felicity. But re- 
member that your union in the heavenly 
world, can only be with the worthy and 
the good J and be cautious to form no 
other clofe attachments, but fuch as will 
merit perpetuity. If death fnatch from 
you a beloved friend, whilft you lament the 
lofs, Jorrow not as one without hope or con- 
folation. The feparation, however painful, 
will be but for a feafon j and you will have 
a kindred fpirit in the regions of blifs, to 
welcome your arrival therfe, and to conduft 
you into the glorious prefence of the Sove- 
reign of the univcrfe. 

O / pr^eclarum diem, fays Cicero, cum ad 
illud divinum animorum concilium catumque 

N 4 profici/car 
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froficijcar ; cumque ex hac turbay et coliuvi-' 
one dijcedam! proficifcar enim ad Catpnem 
meumy quo nemo vir melior natus efty nemo 
fietate prueftantior-! Cie. dcSenedute. 



WARMTH IN- ARGUMENT. 

T ORD Shaftcftury, I remember, in his 
-■^ excellent Chaxa6kerifl:ics, relates the 
ftory of a clown, who was prefcnt at the 
debates of the Dpdtors in the Univerfity 
of Oxford, Though he was equally a 
ftranger to the fubjefts and the language, 
he feemed to liften with great attention, 
and to receive much pleafurq from them. 
A gcntleman^commoner who flood near 
liim, and obfcrved the emotions expreffed 
in his countenance, inquired what amufe- 
ment he could find in hearing fuch dif- 
putes, fince it was impoffible that he 
fliould even know to which fide the vidory 
inclined- Sir^ replied the clown, / am 
notjucb a fool as you imagine me to be ; for 
J can eaftly fee who is firft put into apaffion. 
Common fenfe diftated this obfervation to 

the 
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the country man, that he who was fuperior 
in argument, would maintain his compo* 
fure of mind -, whilfl his antagonift would 
naturally become violent and angry, be- 
caufe unable to fupport his caufe by the 
force of reafon. 



HABITS OF SENSUALITY MAY BE FORMED 

JN EARLY YOUTH* 

T7 L o R I o and Alonzo were fchool-fellows, 
* and infeparable companions at Eton. 
They were both profufely fupplied with 
money by their too indulgent parents ; and 
they fpent it, not in the purfuit of active 
diverfions, in the purchafe of books, of in 
the offices of humanity, but in cakes, tarts, 
and fweet-meats. With thefe they con- 
tinually glutted themfclvesj and as the 
head is always ftupified when the ftomach 
is overloaded, they were the greateft 
dunces in the fchool. Florio, whofe powers 
of digeftion were much feebler than thofc 
of his friend, became pale and emaciated 
as he grew in ftature. His appetite was 
nice and delicate; and he loathed every 

kind 
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kinds of food, but fuch as afforded the moft 
favouiy and exquifite relilh, I have feen 
him rife from a good dinner, without eat- 
ing a fingle morfel, becaufe the meat was 
plainly drejQTed, and the fauces had no 
poignancy. Thus he often ftarved in the 
midft of plenty ; and loft the only enjoy- 
ment, which life was capable of affording 
to his vitiated tafte. His fortune was foon 
expended in the gratification of his palate ; 
and he was reduced to praftife the meaneft 
arts, to obtain fupplies for frefh indul- 
gences. He has been known topurchafe an 
Ortolan with the guinea which he begged 
as charity; and to give for a difh of green 
peafe, a much larger fum with which he 
was entrufted, for the relief of a friend in 
diftrefs,* 

Alonzo, whofe ftrength of conftitution 
converted into nourifhment the unwhole- 
fome paftry which he fo greedily devoured, 
became lufly, and corpulent ; but his com- 
plexion was wan, his flefh bloated, and 

* This ha is related of the late Theophilus Cibber. 

his 
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his belly unnaturally, fwoln. His appetite 
was rather voracious than nice; and he 
confumed as much food at one meal^ as 
would have fufficed, with temperance, for 
three. He died of an apoplexy, at the age 
of thirty ; having gorged himfelf with fuch 
quantities of meat, at a public entertain- 
ment, as occafioned a fudden ceflfation of 
the animal and vital funftions, 

Senfuality^ is a vice which contami- 
nates the body, depreffes the underftand- 
ing, deadens the moral feelings of the 
heart, and degrades the human Ipecies 
from the exalted rank which they hold in 
the creation.* It is fhocking to read the 
examples of it, which both ancient and 
modern hiftory afford : And as the Spartans 
ufed to make their flaves drunk, to diiplay 
to their children the folly and odioufneis 
of intemperance ; I Ihall recite a few in- 

• — Vides ut pallidus omnis 

Cbena defurgat dubia ? quin corpus onuftum 
Heflernis Vitijs animum quoque prsegravat ana, 
Atque affigit humo divinae particulam aurac. 

Hor. Sat. 2. Lib. 2. Ver. 76. 

ftances 
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ftances of extravagance in eatings as the 
beil leflbns of moderation and abftinehce. 

LucuUus, a Roman general, kept the 
moft magnificent table ; and was ferved in 
the fame fumptuous manner, even when 
no gucfts were invited. His fteward, one 
day, made an apology for the dinner, 
which was lefs fplendid than ufual^ and 
hoped it 'would be excufed, as there was 
no company. '* Did you not know," faid 
the epicure, ^' that LucuUus was to eat 
"with LucuUus to-day?" Cicero and 
Pompey had heard much of his mode of 
living 5 and they were determined to fur- 
prife him, by going, without notice, to 
partake of his entertainment. He ordered 
the dinner to be ferved in the hall of 
Apollo ; and it was prepared in fo fhort a 
time, and with fo much opulence, as 
aftoniflied his vifitors. The hall of Apollo 
was a private direction, underftood by the 
cooks CO imply, that the feaft Ihould 
amount to near twelve hundred pounds 
fterling. * 

• Plut, in LucuUo. Dr. Arbuthnot eftimates the 

cxpcnccat;(^i6i4 : ii : 8. 

Mark 
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9 Mark Anthony paffed his time in re- 
vels and entertainments^ whillt he was with 
Cleopatra in Egypt. A young Greek, 
then profecuting the ftudy of phylic at 
Alexandria, had the curiofity to go into 
his kitchen, where he faw eight wild boars 
roafting, at the fame time, before the fire. 
He inquired what number of guefts were 
to be at fupper. Not more than ten, faid 
an officer, fmiling; but it is neceffary that 
every part of the animal fhould be brought 
to the table in exquifite perfedtion. * 

Clodius -ffifopus, the moft famous 
Tragedi^ that ever appeared on the Ro- 
man ftage, and who acquired a princely 
fortune by his profeflion as an aftor, had 
one difli which cofl: fix thoufand feftertia, 
that is, four thoufand eight hundred pounds 
fterling. f It confifted of the choiceft and 
deareft finging birds, brought perhaps 
from the moft diftant provinces of the 
empire. 

* Plut. 
f See Plin. L. x. C. 60. Arburthnot on Coins, p. 133, 

The 
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The name of Sir Ifaac Newton is not at 
this time more famous amongft Philofo- 
phersj than that of Apicius was formerly 
with the Roman Epicures. The Capital 
of the World had the honour of giving 
birthj at different periods of time, to three 
of this denomination ; who were all cele^ 
brated for their gluttony. The one, who 
was moft eminent, lived under the reigns 
of Auguftus and Tiberius^ and read public 
lc£bures on the art of fenfuality. He 
was the inventor of a cake which ^'-as call- 
ed by his name ; and he wrote an elaborate 
Treatifc on the methods of ftimulating the 
appetite, de gul^e irritamentis. Hiftorians 
of credit aflert, that he failed from Min- 
turnae, in Campania, to Africa, with no other 
view than to tafte of a Ipecies of oyfters, 
reported to be much larger, and niore de- 
licious than any on the coaft of Italy j 
but that finding he had received falfe in- 
formation, he returned immediately, with- 
out condefcending, and probably without 
feeling the leaft curiofity to go on fhore. 
After (quandering immenfe fums of money 

in 
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in the moft Ihameful luxury,* he poifon- 
ed himfelf, from an apprehenfion of b,eing 
ftarved, though he had a very ample for- 
tune remaining. 

The emperor Heliogabalus, that mon- 
fter of cruelty andteftiality, is faid to have 
had the brains of feveral hundred oftriches 
dreffed for one difli, f But it is painful to 

relate 



* £^7' 291 : 13 : 4t according to Dr. Arburthnofs 
calculation. 



f Senfuality feems to be a weed which fprings up in 
every foil; and has been difcovered where opulence 
and the arts of luxury are little known, and where w« 
fhould expeft to meet only with the fimplicity of nature^ 
The following pafTage from Mr. Forfter's Voyage to 
the South Seas, will evince the truth of this obfcrva- 
xion, and exhibit a new mode of Epicurifm. 

** Our walk continued along the ihore (of Otahelte} 
** beyond another marai, much like the firft, to a neat 
" houfe^ where a very fat man, who feemed to be a 
** chief of the diftridt, was lolling on hi* wooden pillow,- 
*' Before him two fervants were preparing his defcrt, 
** by beating up -with water fome bread fruit and 
** bananas, in a large wooden bowl, and mixing with 
** it a quantity of the fermented four pafte of bread fruit 
" called mahei. The confidence of this mixture was 

** fuch. 
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relate fuch inftances of depravity. The 
mind fickens at the contemplation of ra- 
tional and immortal beings^ funk fo low in 
the fcale of animated nature : And it 
feems almoft neceffary to vindicate the 
honour of our fpecies> by placing in con- 
trail a few oppofite examples. 

Timotheus, an Athenian commander, 
of the moft dift'mguilhed reputation, was 
invited to fup with Plato. The philofo- 
pher entertained him with a decent, but 
frugal repaft; feafoned, however, with fuch 
chrarful and inftrudtive converfation, as 
made the general highly delighted with 



" fuchy diatit could not properly be called a drink ; and 
" the inftniinent with which they made it, was a peftle 
" of a black polifhed done, which appeared to be a 
•* kind of bifaltes. While this was doing, a woman who 
" fat near him, crammed down his throat by handfuls 
*' the remains of a large baked hfh, and feveral bread 
•* fruits, which he fwallowed with a voracious appetite. 
His countenance was the pidure of phlegmatic in- 
fenfibility, and feemed to witnefs that all his thoughts 
** centered in the care of his paunch. He fcarce deign- 
** ed to look at us ; and a few monofyllables which he 
** uttered, were only dire6led to remind his feeders of 
their duty, when wc attradtcd their attention." 

his 
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his reception. When he met Plato the 
fucceeding day in the city, he accofted him 
in a moft friendly manner, and thanked 
him for the peculiar entertainment which 
he had enjoyed- " For your feaft/^ faid 
he, " was not only grateful whilft it lafted, 
" but has left a relifli which continues to 
" this moment, " * 

Socrates ufed to fay, that he eat to live^ 
and left to others the fenfual fatisfaftion of 
living only to eat^ Having invited a com- 
pany of gentlemen to fupper, his wife 
Xantippe was alhamed of the humble fare 
provided for them. " Be not anxious on 
that account," faid Socrates i " for if my 
^* vifitors be men of temperance and un- 
derftanding, they will be well fatisfied i 
and if they be of an oppofite charafter, 
they deferye no indulgence, " f 



cc 
cc 



When Agefilaus, king of Sparta, was 
prefented by the Thafians with a large 
quantity of the moft delicious eatables, an4 

♦ Cicero. + Plutarch. 

O coftly 
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coftly liquors, he direfted the whole to be 
diftributed amongft the flaves, who ferved 
m the camp. The Thafians, with the ut- 
moft furprife, demanded the reafon of his 
conduft ', and he nobly replied, // is be- 
neath the character of men of probity and 
courage to provoke and corrupt their appetites 
with dainties. Such delicacies are fit only for 
flavesy who afpire to no higher pleafures than 
thofe of eating and drinking \ and to them I 
have therefore difpenfed your frefents. * 

Alexander, in the prime of life, and in 
the midft of vidtories, behaved on a fimilar 
pccafion with equal wifdom and magnani- 
mity. For when Ada> Queen of Caria, fent 
him meats dreffed in the.moft exquifite 
manner, and Ikilful cooks of every kind; 
he infornr^d her that thefe favours were of 
little , value to him, fince his governor, 
Lepnidas, had long fince furnifhed him 
with two of the beft minifters to his appe- 
tite, temperance and exercife. 

• Plut. 

lihall 
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1 fhall conclude this article with the 
following paflage from Petrarch,. a cele- 
brated Italian poet, whofe fociety was court- 
ed by men of the higheft rank j and who, 
notwithftanding he had free accefs to the 
luxurious tables of Bifliops, Cardinals, 
Princes, and Popes, thus expreffes himfelf 
concerning the pleafures of eating. " I 
" prefer the molt fimple meats, prepared 
'* without art or labour j and think that no 
^' cheer is more delicious than the fruits 
" and herbs of my garden. I always ap- 
" proved a tafte conformable to nature. 

Not that I diflike a good repaft now and 

then; but it fhould come very rarely. 
^' Among the Romans, before the conqueft 
^' of Afia, the cook was the vileft of flaves ; 
" Would to God they had never conquer- 
^' ed that part of the world, which fubdued 

them by its foftnefs and luxury ! " 






€S 



THE GLUTTON. 

^T^ HE -Glutton is an animal of the Wec- 

-^ fel kind, and is fo called from his 

voracious appetite. He is found in the 

O 2 northern 
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northern parts of Europe, Afia, and Ame- 
rica ; and is ufnally about three feet long> 
and a foot and a half h^gh. His body is 
long, his legs fhort j and he takes his prey 
by furprife> and not bypurfuit. He climbs 
a tree, and lurks amongft the thick branches 
of it, until a deer, or fome other large ani- 
mal pafles underneath, upon whofe back 
he impetuoufly cafts himfelf ; and remain- 
ing there firm and unfhaken, by the ftrength 
and fharpnefs of hrs claws, he eats the 
neck, and digs a paffage to the great blood 
veflels which lie . in that part. The af- 
frighted and agonifing deer flies in vain. 
His infatiable foe continues to feaft upon 
him J and when he drops, 'leaves him not 
till he has confumed the whole carcafe. 
When the flomach of the glutton has been 
thus gorged, he lies torpid feveral days, 
then awakes again to afcend fome neigh- • 
bouring tree^ in queft of another adven- 
ture. 

♦ 

The (kin of this animal is covered with 
a fur, which is highly valued for its beauty 
and luftre. 

THE 
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THE ASS. 



'TpHE Duke of Bridgewater*s Canal tcr- 
•^ minates about a quarter of a* mile 
from Manchefter. One branch of it com- 
municates with Leverpool, by the river 
Merfcy, into which it falls below Runcorn ; 
another is carried into the centre of his 
Grace's collieries at Worfley, and by means 
of it this town and neighbourhood are 
fupplied with large quantities of coal. 
Small loads are permitted to be fold, for 
the benefit of the poor ; and a confiderable 
number of little carts^ each drawn by a 
{ingle afs, are conftantly employed to con- 
vey and diftribute this article, fo neceffary 
to the comfort, and even to the fupport 
of life. 

One frpfty day, about noon, Euphronius 
walked towards the Duke's wharf, accom- 
panied by Alexis and Jacobus. As they 
were defcending a flope in the road, which 
the ice had rendered almolt as flippery as 

O 3 glafs^ 
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glafs, they turned on one fide to make way 
for an afs, with a cart very heavily laden. 
The little animal everted all his powers, 
and ftrained every nerve to afcend the 
brow : But all his efforts were In vain : 
his feet Aided; he fell upon his knees ; 
and the cart rolled down the declivity, 
dragging, backwards the affrighted afs. 
Provoked at this difappointment, the dri- 
ver laftied the poor beaft in the moft un- 
merciful manner; yet could not, by his 
utmoft feverity, urge him to a fecond at- 
tempt. He remained invincible and im- 
moveable J and as if equally confcious of 
his inability and of his fcrvitude, he bore 
with patient but inert fubmilTion, the cruel 
ftripes that were inflifted on him, 

Euphroniusinterpofed in favour of the 
afs ; but neither reafon, entreaty, nor me- 
naces availed; and the carter continued 
his blows, till Jacobus offered the few half- 
pence which he had in his pofTeffion, to 
bribe him to humanity. The little party 
now proceeded in their walk, and were 
highly entertained with the various rnate- 

rials 
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rials for the manufa£hjres of Manchef- 
ttVy which lay piled in heaps around them. 
Their refpeftive ufes were confidered, and 
the diverfified exertions of human art and 
induftry afforded the moft copious and 
pleafing topics of converfation. Whilft 
they were thus engaged, a loud huzza 
was heard, and the curiofity of Alexis in- 
duced him to pafs onwards to a number 
of men, from whom it proceeded, and 
who were Handing together in a circle on 
the wharf. Juft as he approached them,^ 
another fhout of joy was raifedi and he 
learned, that each individual prefent was 
deciding, by the throw of a halfpenny, 
whether the mule, or afs, employed in his 
cart, fhould have a feed of corn at noon, 
or whether the value of the provender 
fliould be applied to the purchafe of fpiri- 
tuous liquors for himfelf : And whenever 
chance proved favourable to injuftice and 
debauchery, the whole croud united in the 
cry of exultation. Euphronius, (hocked 
with this account, retired from the wharf ; 
deeming it in vain to expoftulate with men, 
who appeared to be devoid of all humani- 

O4 ty. 
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ty, and who would have filenced his rc- 
monttrances by' rudenefs and abufe. But 
to his fons, as they walked along, he 
explained and enforced the indifpcnfible 
obligation we are under, to provide fuffi- 
cient fupplies of food for every creature, • 
that is dependent on us : And he quoted 
the divine command, Thoufi>alt not muzzle 
the oxy when he treadeth out of the tbmy as 
extending to, all the animals, which arc 
fubfervient to our benefit. Intereft indeed, 
with refpeft to many of them, hath con- 
ftrained us to pay fome attention to this 
duty : But the poor afs feems to be re- 
garded as an outcaft of nature ; and after 
a day of toil and drudgery, he is turned 
into the lanes, during the hours which 
fliould be devoted to fleep, to coUedt a 
fcanty and precarious meal, which ferves 
rather to excite, than to fatisfy the cravings 
of his appetite. His tamenefs, humility, 
and patience, inftead of raifing pity and 
regard, have expofed him to contempt, to 
infult, ' and oppreffion. We defpife his 
fervices, becaufe they are purchafed cheap- 
ly:; we overload him with our burdens, 

becaufe 
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becaufe he is paffive under them; we 
fcourge him with capricious feverity, be- 
caufe he fubmits to the rod j and we deny 
him proper fuftenance, becaufe he is tole- 
rant of hunger, and contented with the 
weeds, which other animals rejeft. Yet is 
the afs, in that ftate of freedom for which 
nature formed him, aftive, fierce, and im- 
pctuQus. In the deferts of Lybia and Nu- 
midia, and in fome parts of South Ame- 
rica, when purfued by the hunter, he runs 
with amazing fwiftnefs ; and neither decli- 
vities nor precipices can flop his career. If 
attacked, he defends himfelf with courage 
and intrepidity: But the moment he is 
overpowered, his fpirit becomes depreffed i 
his ferocity deferts him i and he foon con- 
trads the dulnefs and ftupidity, which cha- 
ra£terife his fpecies, in all thofe countries 
where he is reduced to fcrvitude. 

The Perfians efteem his flefh a very de- 
licate repaft ; but a warm climate feems to 
be neceffary to its tendernefs and flavour. 
In proportion to his bulk, the afs is 
ftronger than the horfe j be is alfo more 
healthy, and lefs liable to ftart, or ftum- 

ble. 
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ble. He is fond of his mafter, although 
fo often abufed by him; fcents him at a 
diftance, and diftinguifhes him from others 
in a croud. His eyes are remarkably 
good, and his fenfe of hearing is acute. 
The nicety of this animal is worthy of no- 
tice. He drinks only of the cleareft 
ftreams, and without putting his nofe into 
the water y fears to wet his feet ; and turns 
out of 'the way to avoid the miry parts of a 
road. The period of his life extends from 
twenty to thirty years. Mr. BufFon fays, 
that the fhe-afs exceeds the male in lon- 
gevity ; which he afcribes to- the relaxation 
of her flavery, during the feafons of preg- 
nancy. But the fame obfervation has been 
made of the hare, which lives in a ftate of 
nature ; and it may perhaps hold true of a 
-variety of other animals. In the human 
fpecies it has been fully evinced, that the 
life of males is much more frail than that 
of females, even in the earlieft ftages of it, 
antecedent to all hardlhip or excefs. * 

* See Dr. Price's Treatife on Reverlionary Pay- 
ments ; and the Author's Obfcrvations on the State of 
Population in Manchefter, and other adjacent Places; 
Mays Philofophical, Medical, and Experimental, 

The 
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The fkin of the afs is firm and elaftic. 
Sieves, drums, (hoes, and a fort of parch- 
ment for pocket books are made of it. The 
Orientals alfo manufafture it into what we 
call Ihagreen. It is probable, that the 
bones of this animal, like the hide, are of 
a very folid and compact texture. The 
ancients formed them into flutes; and 
they are faid to have been peculiarly fono- 
rous. Afs's milk differs efTentially from 
that of the cow. It is neither difpofed to 
turn four, nor is it capable of being redu- 
ced to a curd ; though, by ftanding, it de- 
pofites a mucilaginous part, and affords a 
confiderable quantity of whey. Very little 
crjeam is obtained from it ; and this cream 
is not convertible into butter. If the whey 
be evaporated, it yields a much larger 
proportion of faline and faccharine mat- 
ter, than the milk of any other animal. 
From thefe qualities are derived the well- 
known medicinal powers of afs's milk. 



PRIDE 
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PRIDE AND PEDANTRY. 

T u L I u s returned from Cambridge, elated 
•^ with certain academical honours, which 
had been conferred upon him. He had 
anticipated, in his imagination, the joy 
with which he fhould infpire his parents ; 
the congratulations of his friends; and 
the refpeft and deference, which would be 
Ihewn him by all his former companions. 
Full of fuch ideal importance, he received 
the compliments of thofe who came to vilit 
him^ with haughty civility, and mortify- 
ing condefcenfion. Inftead of obliging in- 
quiries concerning their families or con- 
nections, he talked to them only of him- 
felf, or of his college acquaintance; and 
eagerly feized every opportunity of difplay- 
ing the fuperiority of his knowledge, and 
the eftimation in which he was held by his 
profeflbrs, and by fellow commoners of the 
higheftrank. His vanity and oftentation 
foon excited univerfal difguft; and his 
pertnefs and paffion for difputing in- 
volved 
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volv6d him in numberlefe quarrels. What- 
ever opinion was advanced, he immedi- 
ately controverted it ; and by puzzling his 
antagonift with definitions and logical dif- 
tinftions, he fcldom failed to obtain a vic- 
tory, aod to create an enemy. He had 
unfortunately adopted that fyftem of fcep- 
tical philofophy, which denies exiftence to 
matter; and he ftrenuoufly maintained, 
that all external objefts are only things 
perceived by fenfe : And what do we per- 
ceive, faid he, but our own ideas and fen- 
fations ? What are light and colours, heat 
and cold, extenfion and figure, but fo 
many fenfations, ideas, or mental impref- 
fions? It is impoflible, even in thought, 
to feparate thefe from perception ; and no 
truth can be more felf-evident, than that 
all the forms of body, are mere phahtafms, 
and have their exiftence in the mind alon^. * 
By the frequent and unfeafonable iiitroduc- 
tion of thefe opinions, fo contradiftory 
to the common fenfe and conviftion 
of mankind, he damped the pleafures 

* See Bifliop Berkcly and Mr. Huinc. 

of 
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of fecial intercourfe, and became burthcn- 
fome to the whole circle of his father's 
friends. It happened in the month of Ja- 
nuary, that he was invited to dine, with 
many other gentlemen, at the houfe of 
Sempronius, who refided in the country. 
The day was intenfely cold, and the ground 
-was covered with fnow. Julius, as he rode 
along, foon entered upon his favourite to- 
pic, with the companions of his vifitj 
and ridiculed them for (hivering at what 
he had proved to be only a conceit of their 
own minds. Whilft he was laughing at 
their folly, his horfe plunged into a deep 
drift, and overwhelmed himfelf and his 
rider with fnow. Julius, terrified with the 
accident, called aloud for affiftance ; but 
his fellow travellers were for fome time 
deaf to his entreaties. They retorted his 
jokes, and would not attempt to extricate 
him, till he was ftarved into a confeflion 
of the reality of cold. The fnow had pene- 
trated his cloaths, and his boots were filled 
with water : He therefore haftened forward 
to the houfe of Sempronius ; where having 
changed his garments, and being feated at 

the 
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the table, near a glowing fire, he foon 
banifhed^ all recoUedion of his late mif- 
fortune. The entertainment was plentiful 
and elegant; and the guefts found their 
appetites (harpened by the weather, and 
by the ride which they had taken. Julius 
was exceedingly hungry, and was beginning 
to fall voracioufly upon a flice of beef, to 
which he had been helped, when his fer- 
vant called off his attention, by a meffage 
that he delivered to him. His face being 
turned afide from the table, the gentleman 
on his right hand conveyed away the piece 
of beef, and appropriated it to his own ufe. 
Julius now refumed, with eagernefs. his 
knife and fork j but finding his plate empty, 
he complained, in very bitter terms, of 
the depredation which had been committed. 
The feafl was fufpended ; and all that were 
prefent rejoiced in the difappointment of 
Julius. They urged to him, that eating 
was an ideal pleafure, and thatjprit can r<?- 
quire nojujienance. Sempronius, however, 
politely reftrained the general mirth on this 
occafion, becaufe it was enjoyed at the 
expence of an individual, who -had a claim 

to 
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to his good offices and protedion ; and he 
fcnt him a frefh fupply of beef. When the 
cravings of nature were fatisfied, Julius be- 
gan to feel that he was feated too near the 
fire : He durft not, however, exprefs his 
uneafinefs, left he fhould draw upon him- 
felf fome new mortification. But the heat 
at length became intolerable ; and he ftart- 
ed up from his feat, exclaiming that he 
ihould be burnt to death. Vain, however, 
was the attempt to change his fituation. 
The chair in which he had been fitting, 
was clofely wedged by the two contiguous 
ones 5 and he ftood a laughing ftock for 
the whole company. Fire has mo warmtb 
in it^ faid one to him : Look through the 
windows, faid another, and the fnow which 
you behold on the diftant hills, will corredt 
your perception of heat^ by the contrary 
perception of cold. Julius could no longer 
endure the raillery, which was poured upon 
him. He forcibly pulhed back his chair, 
and took his leave of the company, by 
aflTuring them, that for the future it ihould 
be his maxim to think with the wife^ and 
talk with the vulgar, 

Julius 
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Julius had acquired great credit at 
Cambridge by his compofitions. They 
were elegant, animated, and judicious ; 
and feveral prizes, at different times, had 
been adjudged to him. An oration, which 
he delivered the week before he left the 
univerfity, had been honoured with parti- 
cular applaufe; and on his return home, 
he was impatient to gratify his vanity, and 
to extend his reputation, by having it 
read to a number of his father's literary 
friends. - A party was therefore coUefted j 
and after dinner the manufcript was pro- 
duced. Julius declined the office of reader, 
becaufe he had contrafted a hoarfenefs on 
his journey ; and a conceited young man, 
with great forwardnefs, offered his fer-- 
vices. Whilft he was fettling^ himfelf on 
his feat, licking his lips, adjufUng his 
mouth, hawking, hemming, and making 
other ridiculous preparations for the per- 
formance, which he had undertaken, a 
profound filence reigned through the com- 
pany; the united efFcfl: of attention and 
expeftation. Alexis, whom Euphronius 
had carried with him to this entertain- 

P ment. 
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ment, employed the prefent interval in 
watching the countenance of Julius ; and 
he fympathifed in the anxiety, which he 
faw expreffed in every feature of his face. 
The reader at length began i but his tone 
of voice wa^ fo fhrill and diffonant, his ut- 
terance fo vehement, his pronunciation fo 
afFefted, his emphaiis fo injudicious, and 
his accents were fo improperly placed, that 
good manners alone reftrained the laughter 
of the audience. Julius was all this while 
upon the rack j and his arm was more than 
once extended, to fnatch his compofition 
from the coxcomb who delivered it. But 
he proceeded, with full confidence in his 
own elocution, uniformly overftepping, as 
Shakelpear expreffes it, the modefly of 
nature. 

With fladied improprieties of fpeech, 
He foars beyond the hackney critic's reach ; 
To epithets allots emphatic ftate, 
Whilft ^r/W^«/j ilngrac'd, like lacquies wait. 
Conjunftion, prepofition, adverb join 
To ftamp new vigour on the nervous line. 
In monofyllables his thunders roll ; 
, He, SHE, IT, AND, WB> YE, T H E Y, fright the foul . 

Churchill. 

When 
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When the oration was concludedi the 
gentlemen returned their thanks to the 
Author ; but the compliments which they 
paid him, were more expreflive of polite- 
nefs and civility, than of a conviftion of 
his meriti Indeed the beauties of his cbm- 
pofition had been converted, by bad read- 
ing, into blemifhes ; and the fenfe of it 
rendered bbfcure, and even unintelligible. 
Julius and his father could not conceal 
their vexation and difappointment j and 
the guefts, perceiving that they laid them 
under a painful reftraint, withdrew, as 
foon as decency permitted, to their re- 
ipedive habitations. 

The poet has obferved, that 

Of all the conquefts .which vain mortals boaft. 
By wit, by valour, or by wifdohi won. 
The firft and faireft in a young man's eye 
Is woman's captive heart. 

Julius panted for fuch a vidtory; he be-- 
lieved himfelf to be the objedt of the 
ladies' admiration ; but was ambitious to be 
diftinguiihed by their love. And he ofFer- 

P 2 ed 



204 MORAL TALES. 

ed his ardent vows at the flirine of every 
fair damfel, with whom he conv^rfed. 
Daphne, however, was the haughty mai- 
den, whom he wifhed n)oft to fubdue. 
Againft her heart he directed all the amo- 
rous artillery of ancient lore ; and he woo- 
ed her, not as a Venus or Minerva, but as 
a divinity, who united in her fingle perfon, 
the graces and attributes of each nymph 
and goddefs, in the heathen mythology. 
But as the ideas of beauty are varied by 
time, caprice^ and faihion, his claflical 
compliments were not always acceptable. 
Thus when he afcribed to her the coldnefs 
of Vefta, and the chaftity of Diana, Ihe 
hung down her head in bafhful confu- 
fion : but when in the poetical language of 
Homer, Horace, Ovid, and TibuUus, he 
praifed her OKcn eyesy bujhy eyebrows y golden 
treJfeSj and plump bojom^ fhe received with 
difdain the inc^nfe of flattery^ which was 
formerly fo grateful to the ladies of anti- 
quity. For ftie had taken infinite pains to 
pluck her eyebrows, to change from red to 
auburne the colour of her hair, and to con- 
trad her bulk by the trammels of whale- 
bone. 
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bone. Julius, in reality, was not the fa- 
vourite of Daphne. Modefty, gentlenefs, 
and fimplicity of manners were charms that 
he wanted, to render him agreeable ; and 
her heart had beei^long in the poffeffion of 
a youth, who undervalued a prize which he 
had too eafily obtained. To fix her roving 
lover, by alarming his fears and routing his 
jealoufy, Ihe liftened, with apparent appro- 
bation, to the addrefles of Julius ; and his 
boafting foon enfured the fuccefs of her 
ftratagem. As he was haftening to her 
houfe one morning, with an ode to beauty, 
which he had juft written in imitation of 
Anacreon, he faw her at a diftance, paffing 
out of a private door of the church, habited 
in white, and accompanied by his rival, 
in the drefs of a bridegroom. As one 
thunder-ftruck, he ftood appalled and 
motionlefs, till recovered to his fenfes 
by the delivery of the following billet: 
*^ Daphne, perfuaded that Julius courted 
himfelf and not her, leaves him in the full 
enjoyment of his miftrefs, who will remain 
with conftancy the dear objcdt of his vani- 
ty, admiration, and lovie." 

P 3 Such 
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Such were the varied mortifications 
which Julius fufFered. By degrees, how- 
ever, they produced the moft falutary ef- 
fefts upon his mind ; correfting his arro- 
gance, humbling his prjde, and teaching 
him the art of {elf-g:overnment. Experi- 
ence convinced him, that learning is only 
refpefted, when it is rather concealed, than 
oftehtatioufly difplayedi that fuperiority, 
when affumed, h feldom admitted, and ge- 
nerally rejefted with fcorni and that to 
make others pleafed with us, we mull en- 
deavour, by attention and proper deference, 
to render them fatisfied and pleafed with 
themfelves. 



VANITY. 



CICERO left Sicily, where he had been 
quaeftor, full of the flattering idea, 
that he was the fubje(3: of general converfa^ 
tion in Italy j and that he fhould every 
where be honoured with marks, of the 
higheft diflinftion, for the wifdom and in- 
tegrity which he had difplayed in that ar- 
duous 



MORAL TALES. 207 

duous office. He happened to pafs through 
Puzzbli, in the feafon when crouds of com- 
pany reforted to the celebrated baths of 
that place. Pray what news ? faid one to 
him. Is it long fince yoi;i came from 
Rome ? I am returning from my province, 
replied Cicero, with great furprife. True, 
obferyed another, from Africa ! No, an- 
fwered Cicero, with indignation, from Si- 
cily. You furely know, interpofed a third, 
that he has been quaeftor at Syracufe. 
This was a farther inftance of mortifying 
ignorance, for his province lay in a diffe- 
rent part of the ifland : and Cicero, abafh- 
cd and difgufted, turned away from the 
company, to avoid any more interroga- 
tions. Refle6tio;i, however, he informs us, 
converted this cjifapppintment into a leffon . 
of inftruftion ; and he derived advantages 
from it, which overbalanced the lofs of 
compliment and admiration. * 



Vid. Cic. Orat. pro Plane. 
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KNOWLEDGE. 

A BOUT ten years fince, Mn Charles 
^^ Miller, of the botanic garden at Capi- 
bridge, raifed from.a fingle grain of wheat, 
in a ipace of time not much exceeding 
twelve months, three pecks and three quar- 
ters of corn, or about five hundred and 
feventy-r'fix thoufand eight hundred and 
forty grains. An aftonifhing multiplica- 
tion ! produced by repeatedly dividing the 
ftems, feparating th6 fide fhoots, an4 
tranfplanting both. 

Not left capable of increafe is every feed 
of knowledge, if fown in a fertile under- 
ftanding, and cultivated with the fame 
afliduity, fkill, and perfeverance. Demon- 
ftrate to the human mind the exiftence of 
God, and from tiiis root all the attributes 
of the divinity branch forth j his unity, 
IpirituaKty, eternity, immutability, omni- 
potence, omniprefence, wifdom, juftice, 
and goodnefs : thefe again admit of endlefs 
fubdivifions, each enlarging with our con- 
ceptions. 
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ceptionsj and affording boundlds obje&s 
v>{ contemplation. 

Philofophy, from the moft common ap- 
pearance in nature^ the fall of bodies to 
the ground, rifes, by a patient anafyjss, to 
the great law of gravitation ; and having 
eftablifhed the general principle, flic ex- 
tends it over the univerfe, explaining, by 
fynthejis^ not only the phsenomena of this 
earth, but the revolutions of the whole 
planetary fyftem. What a glorious har- 
veft of fcience is thus opened to our 
view ! 



Sciz'd in thought, 

On fancy's wild and roving wing I fail. 

From the green borders of the peopled eartli. 

And the pale moon, her duteous fair attendant ; 

From folitary Mars ; from the vaft orb 

Of Jupiter, whofe huge gigantic bulk 

Dances in ether like the lighteft leaf; 

To the dim verge, the fuburbs of the fyftem, 

Where chearlefs Saturn, 'midft his wat'ry moons, 

Girt with a lucid zone, majeftic fits 

In gloomy grandeur ; like an exil'd queen 

Amongft her weeping handmaids : fearlefs thence 

I launch into the tracklefs deeps of fpace. 

Where, burning round, ten thoufand funs appear. 

Of elder beam ; which afk no leave to ftiine 

Cf 
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Of our terreftrial ftar, nor borrow light " 
From the proud regent of our fcanty day ; 
Sons of the morning, iirft-born of creation, 
And only lefs than Him who marks their track. 
And guides their fiery wheels. Here muft I ftop. 
Or is there aught beyond ? What hand unfeen 
Ipipels me onward thro' the glowing orbs 
Of habitable nature ; far remote. 
To the dread confines of eternal night. 
To folitudes of vaft unpeopled fpace, 
The deferts of creation, vyide and wild ; 
Where embryo fyftems aijcj unkindled furis 
Sleep in the womb of chaos ? Fancy droops. 
And thought ^ftojaifVd flops her bold career. 

Mrs. Barbauld. 



But if we defcend from the fcale of im- 
menfity, and confider the oppofite ex- 
treme of nature, we fhall find, that the 
gradations of minutenefs are infinite, as 
thofe of magnitude ^ and that they furnifh 
fubjefts of fcience, lefs fublime indeed, 
but equally inexhauftible. Let us con- 
template, for inftance, the various clafles 
of beings, from the monftrous hippopota- 
mos, to the fmalleft aninrialcula which the 
microfcope has yet difcovered, and we fhall 
perceive the evidence of this truth. But 

it 
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it'^will appear ftill mare ftriking to us, 
when we refle<St, that life is probably ex- 
tended far beyond the ken- of the npioft. 
piercing eye, aided by the bed magnifiers :• 
and life, by analogy, implies, that the 
animals are endued with limbs, which, 
confift of mufcles, bones, blood- veffcls and 
nerves. ^ Thefe again have their component 
parts, the divifibility of which feems to 
admit of no limitation, 

Ethics afford a fpacious field for the 
growth and cultivation of the choiceft 
fcions of knowledge. A celebrated poet 
remarks, that " the proper ftudy of man- 
kind is man : " ^ and this ftudy originates 
from the fmalleft beginnings ; enlarges, as 
the facijlties of the mind unfold themfelves ; 
and comprehends, in its progrefs, all the 
powers and principles which adtuate human* 
nature, through the fucceflive fta,ges of 
exiftcnce. In the period of infancy, the 
appetites and fenfes are developed, exer- 
cifed and ftrengthened; they give infor- 
mation of furrounding objedts; excite at- 
tention, complacency, furprize, and admi- 
ration i 
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ration; and the notices they bring, are 
treafured up in the ftore-houfe of the 
memory. By the frequent repetition of 
agreeable impreflions, certain objefts be- 
come pleafing and familiar to the young 
ipedbator. He diftinguifhes his parents, 
brothers, and lifters j is uneafy when they 
are abfent> and delighted fo fee them again. 
Thefe emotions foon conftitute a n^oral at^ 
tachment, which reciprocal endearments 
heighten, gratitude confirms, and habit 
renders indiflfoluble. . The amufements of 
CHILDHOOD, and the adive purfuits of 
YOUTH, add, every day, fome new link to 
the great chain of focial love. Connexions 
Ve multiplied, common interefts eftabliih:- 
ed, mutual dependencies created i and the 
principles of fympathy, friendfhip, gcne- 
rofity, and benevolence, acquire vigour by 
exertion, and energy by being uncontrouled* 
The powers of the underftanding and ima- 
gination now expand themfelves ; curiofity 
is awakened, and directed to other objefts 
befides thofe of fenfe i emulation roufes ; 
the thirft of knowledge Simulates ; and 
the tafte for beauty, in all her varied forms, 

allures 
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allures the mind to fhidy and contempla- 
tion. The fcenes of nature, at this period 
of life, are viewed with peculiar admiration 
and delight ; and the figns of order, wifdom 
and goodnefs, which are every where dif- 
ccrned, elevate the ideas to the great Parent 
oftheuniverfe, the fountain of being, and 
the origin of all perfection . Devotion 
glows in the heart j reverence fills the 
thoughts ; and piety exalts the foul to an 
intercoufe with God. 

Cherifli, oh ! generous youth, the fa- 
cred flame, thus kindled in thy breaft. // 
will be a light to thy feet, and a lamp to thy 
path J will illuminate thy faculties j fublimc 
thy virtues ; add luftre to thy profperity 5 
and difpel, with chearing beams, the gloom 
of forrow and adverfity. 

In MANHOOD, the purfuit of wealth or 
of honour, the duties of marriage, the 
cares of a family, and the diverfified offices 
of each particular rank and ftation, call 
forth into exertion other paflions, or vary 

the 
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the force and direftion of thofc alread/ 
c^erienced. 

Old age at length creeps flowly on i 
The generous afFeftipns abate in their vl^ 
gour and warmth j and anxiety, fufpicion, 
fearfulnefs, and the love of money, by in- 
fenfible degrees, too often take pofreflion 
of the mind. Life increafes in value, the 
nearer the conclufion of it approaches;. 
and the means of* enjoyment become moft 
prized, when the end, for which they arc 
defigned, ceafes to be attainable. 

Such are generally the weaknelfes of de- 
clining nature ; which though wifdom con- 
demns, ihe forbids us not to pity. Happy 
is he, who, having fiudied the complicated 
hiftory of man, knows the fuhordination, 
and holds the balance of his feveral moral 
and intelleftual powers : Who can gratify, 
and yet regulate his appetites; indulge, 
but moderate his paflions ; and fetting 
bounds to all, maintain inviolate the fu- 
premacy of rcafon. 

Thus 
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Thus it appears, that in theology, na- 
tural philofophy, and ethics, the feeds of 
knowledge, when cultivated with indufr 
try and judgment, yield an aftonifhing and 
inconceivable increafe. The analogy may 
be extended to various other branches of 
learning; and the fame important truth 
will be manifeft in all. Thankful, devout- 
ly thankful, fhould thofe be, to the Sove- 
reign Diipenfer of good, who are permit- 
ted to reap this glorious harveft. For if 
the acquifition of wealth, or the attainment 
of power, be juftly deemed fubjefts of gra- 
titude and praife, how much more fo are 
the riches of fcience, and the empire over 
nature, which is her dowry ! 

He that hath treafurcs of his own. 
May quit a cottage or a throne ; 
May leave the world — to dwell alone^ 
Within his fpacious mind. 

Locke has a foul 

Wide as the fea. 

Calm as the night. 

Bright as the day ; 
There may his vaft ideas play^ 
Nor feci a thought confin'd. 

Watts. 

The 
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The exercife and improvement of the 
intelledual powers, will probably confti- 
tute no inconfiderable part of the employ- 
ment and felicity of man, in a future life : 
And the prefent ftate may be regarded, as 
probationary of the underftanding, as well 
as of the heart. DiiFerent circumftances 
call forth into adtion different virtues and 
different talents j and the perfedtion of the 
human charadter appears to confift in the 
number and energy of both, which are 
found united in it. A variety in the pur- 
fuits of knowledge, fhould therefore feem 
to be moft conducive to the growth and 
vigour of our feveral faculties. For the 
adtivity of the mind, like that of the body, 
is increafed by multiplying and diverfify- 
ing its exercifes. The brawny arms of the 
blackfmith, and the ilrong back of the 
porter, are produced by the long-continu- 
ed exertion of particular mufcles j but fuch 
partial flrength is not to be compared with 
the agility we fee diiplayed by thofe, who 
have almx>ft every moving fibre at com- 
mand. 



By 
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By an unwearied application to one 
branch of learning, a man may perhaps 
become a proficient in it. But the lefs 
confined his views are, the more eafy and 
fecure will be the attainment -, becaufe the 
fciences, whilft they invigorate the under- 
ftanding, elucidate each othct. It is a 
faft, I believe, not to be controverted, 
that the moft diftinguifhed phyficians, phi- 
lofophers, and metaphyficians, in ancient 
as well as modern times, have been pcr- 
fons of general erudition. The names 
of Hippocrates, Ariftotle, Cicero, Pliny, 
Bacon, Boyle, Locke, Newton, Hoffman, 
Haller, and Prieftley, authenticate the 
remark, and encourage our imitation. 

I cannot conclude, without noticing the 
illiberal cenfures we are apt to pafs on 
thofe purfuits of knowledge, which do not 
feem immediately fubfervient to the benefit 
of mankind. There are duties which we 
owe to ourfclves, as well as to focietyj 
and he is ufefuUy and honourably cm- 
ployed, whatever be his ftudy, who is ex- 
alting the powers of his oyrn mind, and 

^ Q^ qualifying 
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qualifying himfelf, as a rational being, for 
the enjoyments of immortality. We Ihould 
remember alfo, that a<5tive talents, how- 
ever acquired, are capable, at the will 
of the poffeflbr, of being applied to the 
moft important purpofes of life. The pro- 
found mathematician, who has learned the 
habits of induftry and accuracy, can de- 
fcend from the inveftigation of the beauty 
of ideas, and the harmony of proportions, 
to improve the ftrufture of a machine, 
afcertain the variations of the needle, or 
calculate a nautical almanack. The aftro- 
nomer, antiquary, and critic, may unite 
their labours to fix the doubtful dates of 
hiftory, by eftablifhing a juft chronology ; 
or to clear the obfcurities, and to con- 
firm the evidence of the facred fcriptures. 
And the naturalift may drop the chace 
of bmterflies, and the coUeftion of infefts, 
to exercife, in his country's fervice, the 
knowledge which he has attained of their 
fpecies, habitudes, and properties. Not 
long fince, a kind of worms burrowed in 
the timber, ufed for ihip-building, in the 
royal dock-yards of Sweden -, and became 

every 
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every year more numerous and deftruftive. 
•The king fent the celebrated Linnaeus 
from Stockholm, to inquire into the caufe, 
and to difcover a reriiedy for this growing 
evil. He found, tfiat the worm was pro- 
duced from a fmall egg, depofited by a 
fly or beetle, in the little roughneflTcs on 
the furface of the wood; from whence 
the worm, as foon as is was hatched, 
began to eat into the fubftance of the 
timbers and after fome time came out 
again a fly of the parent kind, leaving be- 
hind its little eggs. Linnaeus knew that 
the month of May was the only fealbn, in 
which the fly laid thefe eggs ; and he di- 
rected all the green timber to be thrown 
into the fea, before this feafon commenced, 
and to be kept under water till the end of 
it. The flies being thus deprived of their 
ufual nefts, could not increafe^ and the 
fpecies, in a fliort time, was either de- 
ftroyed, or obliged to migrate to fome 
other part of the country. * 

* See Franklin's Obfervations and Experiments. 

0^2 Nor 
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Nor are thcfe obfervations to be cpa- 
fined to fcientific purfuits j for they hold, 
equally true of Ikill in the mechsuiic arts. 
I have been informed that many o£ the 
workmen, who invented and executed the 
curious baubles ia Mr. Cox's muleum, 
are now employed, to the greateft advan- 
tage, in cpnftrufting vaft engines for the 
collieries at Whitehaven. 



COWARDICE AND INJUSTICE^ 
COURAGE AND GENEROSITY. 

A LITTLE boy was amufing himfelf with a 
-^^ top, which he whipped with great ex- 
pertnefs, on the flags in one of the ftreets 
of Manchefter. An older and more lufly 
boy, happening to pafs that way, fnatched 
up the top, and would have efcaped with 
it, if the proprietor had not laid hold of 
his coat, and prevented his flight. Remon- 
ftrances, however, were vain 5 and when 
the little boy offered to wreft the top out 
of his hand, with more fpirit than ftrength, 
he received fo many blows from the plun- 
derer, that he was obliged to defift. Ja- 
cobus 
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cobus was returning from fchool, when he 
faw the combatants at a didance.; ajid he 
haftened to them, that he might put an 
end to a conteft fo unequal. But before 
he arrived, the fenior boy, confcious of 
his cowardice and injuftice, and fearing to 
engage with one who was his match, 
threw down the top, and ran away with 
great precipitation. Jacobus related this 
little incident to his father j and informed 
him, that the boy, whom he had put to 
flight, was. a terror to all others, inferior 
to himfelf in fize and ftrength. Euphro- 
nius IJftened to his fon with pleafure,; and 
explained to him the nature of property, 
and the bafenefs of depriving another of 
his right, either by fraud or violence. He 
then repeated the following ftory, to dif- 
play the union of courage with generofity ; 
and to Ihew, that it is even below brutality 
to atta[ck without being provoked, or to 
take undue advantage of the feeblenefs of 
an adverfary. 

'* J remember a certain perfon inhu- 
^* manly caft a poor little dog into the den 

0.3 " of 
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of a lion, in full affurance of feeing 
him immediately devoured : But, con- 
trary to his expeftations, the noble ani- 
mal not only fpared the viftim, but foon 
" honoured him with particular affedion. 
He regarded the dog, as an unfortunate 
fellow-prifoner, which, on his part, from 
motives of gratitude, was conftantly 
fawning about his generous lord. They 
" long lived together in uninterrupted 
*' peace and friendlhip ; one watched, 
" whilft the other flept. Firft the lion fed, 
'' and then his humble companion. In a 
*' word, the magnanimity of the one,* and 
«^ the gratitude of the other, had united 
'^ them in the clofeft manner : But a care» 
*^ lefs fervant, forgetting that other crea- 
^ tures required food as well as himfelf^ 
" left the two friends twenty-four hours 
" without viftuals. At laft, recoUefting 
" his charge, he brought them their ufual 
" provifion ; when the dog eagerly catched 
" at the firft. morfel. But it was at the 
expence of his life : For the hungry lion 
inftantly feized his poor companion, and 
^^ crufhed him to death. Thepcipctra- 

tion 
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'^^ tion of this horrid deed, was inftantly 
*' fucce,eded by a fevere and painful re- 
" pentance. The lion's dejeftion daily in- 
*' creafed. He refufed his food, with he- 
** roic obftinacy, and voluntarily famifhed 
"himfelf to death."* 



A CONVERSATION. 

Honour and fhame from no condition rife, 

POPB. 

O A ccHARissA was about fifteen years of 
^^ age. Nature had given her a high 
fpirit, and education had foftered it into 
pride and haughtinefs. This temper was 
dilplayed in every little competition which 
(he had with her companions. She could 
not brook the leafl: oppofition from thofe 
whom (he regarded as her inferiors j and 
if they did not inftantly fubmit to her in- 
clination, (he affumed all her airs of dig- 
nity, and treated them with the moft fu- 

* See Count Tcffin's Letters to the Prince Royal of 
Sweden, Vol. L j>. 194. 

Qji. percilious 
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pcrcilious contempt. She domineered 
over her father's fervants ; always com- 
rtianding their good offices with tiie voice 
of authority, and difdaining the gentler 
language of requeft. Euphronius was walk- 
ing with her yefterday, when the gardener 
brought her a nofegay, which /he had or- 
dered him to colle<5t. You blockhead ! Ihe 
cried, as he delivered it to her j what ftrahge 
flowers have you chofen^ and how auk- 
wardly have you put them together ! Blame 
not the man with fo much harlhnefs, faid 
Euphronius, becaufe his tafte is different 
from yours ! He meant to pleafe yoii ; and 
his good intention merits your thanks, anct 
not your cenfure. Thanks! replied Sac- 
charifTa, fcornfuUy. He is paid for his fer- 
vites, and it is his duty to perform them* 
And if he do perform them, he acquits 
himfelf of his duty, returned Euphronius. 
The obligation is fulfilled on his fide ; and 
you have no more right to upbraid him 
for executing your orders according to his 
beft ability, than hq has to claim from 
your father more wages than were cove- 
nanted to be given him. But he is a poor 

dependant, 
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dependant^ faid Saccharifla^ and earns a 
livelihood by his daily labour. That live- 
lihoodj anfwered Euphronius, is the juft 
price of his labour j and if he receive no- 
thing farther from your hands, the account 
is balanced between you. But a generous 
perfon compaiHionates the lot of thofe, who 
are neceflitated to toil for his benefit or 
gratification. He lightens their burthens ; 
treats them with kindnefs and aflTeftion; 
ftudies to promote their intereft and hap- 
pinefs J and as much as poffible conceals 
from them their fervitude, and his fuperi- 
ority. The diftinftions of rank and fortune 
he regards as accidental ; and though the 
circumftances of life require that there 
Ihould be hewers af woodj and drav)ers of 
water ^ yet he forgets not that mankind are 
by nature equal ; all being the offspring of 
God, the fubjefts of his moral government, 
and joint heirs- of immortality. A con- 
duft direfted by fuch principles, gives a 
mafter claims which no money can pur- 
chafe, no labour can repay. His affeftion 
can only be compenfated by , love j his 

kindnefs. 
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kindnefs^ by gratitude ; and his cordiality^ 
by the fcrvice of the heart. 

Sacchariffa heard thefe remonftrances 
with-aftonilhment ; and was fhocked at the 
idea of being degraded to an equality with 
her father's domeftics. Euphronius per- 
ceived the emotions of her mind j and thus 
continued the converfi^tion. In the form 
and ftrufture of their bodies, you muft 
acknowledge that they bear a perfeft re- 
femblance to you. Perhaps you will con- 
fefs alfo, that they excel you in health, 
ftrength, and agility. They can endure 
the heats of fummer, and the rigours of 
winter j the cravings of hunger, and the 
fatigues of labour ; whilfl: you fhiver with 
the fummer's breeze, obey every call of 
appetite, and are incapable of toil or hard- 
fhip. Thus your more elevated ftation 
increafes yovir wants, and leflens your per- 
fonal abilities to fupply them : And you 
are a dependant on the induftry and fkill of 
thoufands, for your food, raiment, and 
habitation. Sacchariffa ftartled at the word 
defendant I and urged Euphronius to ex- 
plain 
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plain his meaning. Remennbcr then, faid 
. he, that if I mortify your pride, it is in 
compliance with your own requeft. You 
are no ftranger to the compcffition of bread ^ 
but it is probable that you never confidered 
how much art and labour are neceffary to 
furnifh you with this plain and common 
article of diet. The farmer and his hinds 
fow the grain j reap it when ripe ; gather 
It into the barn ; thrafh i^ ; and feparate 
the chaff from the wheat. Thefe operations 
require the plough, the harrow, the fickle, 
the cart, the flail, and the winnower; 
inflruments which' give employment to 
numberlefs hands, in the workmanfliip or 
materials of them. Take the plough for 
an example. It confifts of iron and wood. 
Iron is dug out of the bowels of the earth, 
and perhaps tranfported to us from Sweden 
or America. The ore of it is to be cal- 
cined, fufed, caft, and wrought into bars, 
before the metal is fitted for the artift, who 
is to fafhion it. Such proceffes cannot be 
carried on without furnaces, bellows, char- 
coal, and a variety of tools and conveni- 
ences. Thefe again admit of further fub- 

divifion j 
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cJivifion ; and you fee miners, (hipwrights, 
failors, fmelters, coakers, mafons, black- 
fmiths, &c. &c, unite their labours td 
complete the ploughfhare. 

The other part of the plough is gene- 
rally made of the wood of the afh and of 
the oak -, and employs the planter, Icller, 
fawycr, and carpenter, befides all the arti- 
ficers who furnilh them with their feveral 
implements. When the wheat is fepa- 
rated from the chaff, it is put into facks, 
and fent to the mill. The facks are manu- 
faftured of hemp, which pafles through 
a multiplicity of hands, before it reaches 
the weaver; whofe loom, fhuttle, and 
reed, are again the productions of a va- 
riety of artifts. The fame obfervation is 
applicable to the mill ; the machinery of 
which confifts of fo many parts, that it 
would be tedious to attempt the enume- 
ration of them. 

The flour being thus provided, at the 
expence of fo much time, (kill and induf- 
try, it mufl be mixed with water, yeaft, 

and 
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and falc^ and then baked in the oven. 
Yeaft prefuppofes fermentation, and all 
the antecedents neceflary to effedt it. Salt 
is cither obtained from fea-water, or fprings 
of brine j or it is found in a cryftalline 
form in the bowels of the earth. You 
have been a witnefs, at Northwich, to the 
many operations which it undergoes 5 and 
to the number of men who are occupied in 
; the preparation of it. The baker muft be 
furnifhed with a fhovel, with faggots, and 
with an oven 1 and each of thefe afford 
employment to different fpecies of art and 
induftry. 

Euphronius paufed here, and obferved 
with pleafure, that Sacchariffa appeared to 
be impreffed by what he had delivered. 
You are fenfiblc, I hope, continued he, of 
the obligations which you owe to thou- 
fands, for every miorfel of bread that you 
cat. Extend your refleftions farther, and 
confider, in the fame manner, the other 
articles of vour food, the conveniences of 
your dwelling, and all the various parts of 
your drefs ; and you will find that the la- 
bour 
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hour bcftowcd upon you, exceeds all com- 
putation. * 

You have exalted me, in my own efti- 
mation, faid Sacchariffa jocularly, by (hew- 
ing that fuch multitudes are employed in 
my fcrvice. And your leSbn, fo far from 
teaching humility, fcems rather to juftify 
what you term pride* 

Euphronius replied, that this was a 
ftrange perverfion of his argument : for if 
a dependence on the labour and good of- 
fices of others be a real exaltation, we have 
moft reafon for pride in childhood, fick- 
nefs, or in a ftate of idiocy. Under fuch 
circumftances, we receive the higheft be- 
nefit from the community, without degra- 
ding ourfelves by any perfonal fervices in 
return. Bcfides, in the prefent improved 
ftate of focial life, the loweft mechanic, as 
well as the richeft citizen, may boaft that 



* A pin, trifling as the value of it may be deemed, 

generally paiTes through eighteen hands before it is 

completed. See Smith on the Caufes of the Wealth 
of Nations. 

thoufands 
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thoufands of his fellow-creatui;es are em- 
ployed for him ; and that the accommoda- 
tions of his humble cottage have coft more 
toil and induftry, than the palaces of many 
a monarch on the coaft of Africa. 

The eftate of your father, SaccharifTa, 
was honourably acquired by your anceftor, 
Lyfander. Your fubfiftence and enjoy- 
ments, therefore, are the price of his la- 
bour. But the fubfiftence and enjoyments 
of your gardener are the price of his own. 
With (kill, and diligence, he cultivates 
the foil, and raifes the fruits of the earth. 
You purchafe them with the earnings of 
your grandfire j and confume them in floth 
and diffipation. Compare his condition 
with yours, in this point of light, and then 
determine which is moft relpeftable ! 

Such reflexions were ftrange and novel 
to Sacchariifa. She continued mufing for 
fome time; but, at length, renewed the 
converfation, by alking whether Ihe might 
not reafonably pride herfelf on the fuperi- 
ority over others in knowledge and power, 

which 
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which education^ rank^ and fortune had 
given her ? 

Knowledge^ replied Euphronius, is in- 
trinlically valuable, as it elevates the mind, 
and qualifies us for higher degrees of feli- 
city, both in the prefent, and in a future 
life. But with relpeft to others, it affords 
no claim of diftinftion, unlefs it be applied 
to their emolument. Powevy abftraftedly 
confidered, is of little eftimation; and 
may cither dignify or degrade the pof- 
feflbr. If you wilh to derive honour from 
it, be careful to render it fubfervient to the 
bappinefs of all around you; and enjoy 
with gratitude, not with affefted fuperi- 
ority, the exalted privilege of doing good. 
Has your mind been cultivated by a liberal 
education ? Be thankful to God, and to 
your .parents; but remember, with humi- 
lity, how far your ignorance exceeds your 
Icnowledge. 

It is not confiftent with wifdom either 
to over-rate our own attainments, . or to 
undervalue thofe of others. The gardener, 

whom 
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whom you juft now treated with fuch con- 
tempt, is a man of fcience, though unac- 
quainted with any branch of the belles 
lettres. He is verfed in the nature of 
foils, the variety of feeds, the habitudes of 
plants, the culture of trees, the multipli- 
cation of flowers, and in all that relates to 
the curious and important fyftem of vege- 
table life. The acquifition and daily ap- 
plication of this ufeful knowledge, exer- 
cifes and invigorates the powers of his un- 
^ derftanding j and he learns to compare, to 
difcriminate, to reafon, and to judge with 
no lefs accuracy than the logician, the 
ftatefman, the divine, or the philofophen 
Euphronius was proceeding to extend the 
obfervation to mechanics and artifts 3 but 
he was interrupted by a little incident, not 
worth relating, which put an end to the 
converfation. 



IRASCIBILITY AND FALSE HONOUR. 

^Tpwo cocks, who were traverfing their 

-*• refpeftive dunghills, with all the pride 

of confcious dignity, happened to crow 

R very 
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very loudly at the fame time. Each heard 
with indignation the voice of the other^^ 
becaufe each deemed it an infult and a 
challenge I and honour required of both, 
that an affront io grofs Ihould be revenged. 
They defcended from their dunghills, and 
with majeftic fteps and hrillJing plumage 
met together. The engagement fbon be- 
gan, the match was equal, and it was un- 
certain to which fide viftory inclined. A 
game cock, cooped in a pen, beheld the 
combatants, with an ardent defire to 
Ihare the glories of the field. By accident, 
the door of his pen had been left unfaften- 
cd i he puflied it open, and ran eagerly to 
mingle in the battle. Being much fupe- 
rior to the dunghill cocks, in agility and 
ftrength, he quickly routed and put. them 
both to flight : And he exulted in the 
mighty atchievement, by crowing^ ftrut- 
ting, and clapping his wings. The ftrength 
and courage, however, derived from the 
infamous arts of feeding, arc but of fhort 
duration. In a few hours, he was obferved' 
to droop ; and his antagonifts, now return- 
ing to the attack, found him feeble, pufiJ- 

lanimous. 
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lanimous^ and fo eafy a conqueft^ that he 
fell on the firft onfet. 

In the dunghill cocks you may view the 
pifture of thofe, who ftile thcmfelvcs men 
of honour s and the game cock will remind 
you of many a rakifh youth, who, inflamed 
with wine, iflTues from the tavern, to engage 
in the firft brawl he meets with. His 
ftrength and courage are but the tranfient 
cfFefts of liquor i and being foon exhaufted, 
he is made to feel feverely the folly and 
ralhnefs of his conduft, 

I have heard it fuggefted, that valour 
depends entirely on the ftate of the bodily 
organs i * and that a coward may be 
dieted into a hero, and a hero into a 
coward. Though this opinion feems to be 
chimerical, yet it muft be acknowledged, 
that the efFefts of regimen are very aftonifh* 



♦ Pufillanimity is a charafteriftic of the inhabitalts 
of the Baft Indies ; and it is faid, that they generally 
take opium before any arduous and dangerous enter* 
prife, to give them vigour and courage. 

R 2 ing. 
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ing. Dry ftimulating food, and evacua- 
tions, diminifh the weight of the body, by 
wafting the fat, and leflening the liver ; 
and they increafe the weight of the heart, 
by augmenting the quantity and motion of 
the blood. 

A game cock, in ten days, is brought 
to his athletic ftate, and prepared for fight- 
ing. If the food, evacuations, and exercife 
be continued longer, the ftrength, courage, 
and aftivity of the cock will be impaired j 
owing, perhaps, to the lofs of weight falling 
at laft on the heart, blood, and mufcles.* 

It is known from experience, that a 
cock does not remain in his athletic ftate 
above twenty -four hours -, and that he 
changes very much for the worfe in twelve 
hours. When he is in the higheft vigour, 
his head is of a glowing red colour ; his 
neck large ; and his thigh thick, and firm. 
The fucceeding day, his complexion is lefs 
glowing, his neck thinner, and his thigh 

* See Dr. Robinfon on the Food and Difcharges 
of the Body. . 

fofter i 
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fofter } and the third day, his thigh will be 
very foft and flaccid. Four game cocks, 
reduced to their athletic weights, were 
killed, and found to be very full of blood, 
with large hearts, large mufcles, and no 
fat. 



THE TIGER AND THE ELEPHANT. 

TRUE COURAGE EXXRTZD IN RZPXLLIN6, NOT IN 

OFPXRING INJURIES* 

T N one of the defcrts of Africa, a tiger 
-■■ of uncommon fize, agility, and fierce- 
nefs, committed the mod dreadful ravages. 
He attacked every animal he met with, 
and was never fatiated with blood and 
flaughter. Refinance ferved only to in- 
creafe his ferocity -, and paffive timidity, 
to multiply his victims. When the foreft 
afforded him no prey, he lurked near a 
fountain of water ; and feized, in quick 
fucceffion, and with indifcriminate cruelty, 
the various beafts that came to drink. It 
happened that an elephant ftopped to 
quench his third at the ftream, whilft 

R3 the 
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the tiger la/ con'cealed in the adjoining 
thicket. 

The fight of a creature fo ftupendous, 
rather incited than reftrained his rapacity. 
He compared his own agility with the 
unweildy Sulk of the elephant ; and truft- 
ing that he fhould find him as unfit to 
fight, as to fly, he bounded towards him, 
and fnatched, with open jaws, at his pro-- 
bofcis. The elephant inftantly contrafted 
it, with great prefence of mind ; and re- 
ceiving th^ furious beaft on his tufks, toffed 
him up a confiderable height into the air. 
Stunned with his fall, the tiger lay motion- 
lefs fome time ; and the generous elephant, 
difdaining revenge, left him to recover 
from his bruifes. When the tiger came 
to himfelf (like the aggreflbr in every 
quarrel) he was enraged at the repulfej 
and purfuing his injured and peaceable 
adverfary, he again afiailed him, with re- 
doubled violence; The refentment of the 
elephant was now roufed : he wounded the 

• 

tiger with his tufks, and then beat him to 
death with his trunk. 

Does 
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Docs the fcfocity of the tiger merit the 
honourable appellation of courage ? Or 
will you not rather apply that epithet to 
the calm intrepidity of the inoffenfive ele- 
phant ? The moral diftinftion is of confi- 
derable importance; and if it be clearly 
underftood, you will deteft the brutal cha- 
rafter of an Achilles, whether you meet 
with it in the page of hiftory, or in the 
tranfadtions of life. 

Impigtr^ iracunduSy inexorahiliSf acer; 
Jura neget fibi nata^ nihil non arroget armis,^ 



tHE PARASITE PLANT. 

^TpHERE is ^ plant in the Weft Indies, 
^ called the caraguata, which clings 
round the tree that is neareft to its root, 
and loon gains the afcendant, covers the 
branches with a foreign verdure, robs 
them of nourifliment, and at laft deftroys 
its fupporten 

* Hor. de Art. Poet. V. 121. 

R 4 The 
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The diftinguifhing charafters of the 
caraguata are not confined to the vegeta- 
ble kingdonn, nor peculiar to any climate. 
They are found in the human fpecies, and 
may be obferved in every country. The 
monarch, who exalts his own power, by 
the debafement of the people from whom 
it is derived j the ftatefman, who builds his 
greatnefs on the ruin of his country ; and 
the profligate youth, whofe extravagance 
reduces to penury a too indulgent father 5 
all belong to the clafs of the caraguata. 



IMMORTALITY, 

T^uPHRONius was fometimes vifited, 
^^ at Hart-Hill, by his friend Hiero j 
the chearful, the pious, and the benevo- 
lent Hiero ; whofe life was almoft equally 
divided between the ftudy of knowledge, 
the exercifes of virtue, and the enjoyments 
of devout contemplation. One evening he 
retired from the table at an early hour; 
and Julius, who happened to be prefent, 
and to be looking through the window, 

faw 
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•« 

faw him foon afterwards, open a little gate, 
at the end of the garden, and direft his 
courfe towards a fequeftered path, which 
lie loved to frequent. Curiofity incited 
him to follow the pious philofopher ; and, 
unperceived by Hiero, he placed himfdf 
behind the ftump of a- tree, fufficiently 
near, to mark his words and geftures. For 
Hiero was accuftomed to think aloud in his 
folitary walks, aud was now repeating the 
following lines. 

At this ftill hour the felf-eollefted foul 
Turns inward, and beholds a ftranger there 
Of high defcent, and more than mortal rank ; 
An embryo God % a fpark of fire di\ine, 
Which muft burn on for ages, when the fun 
(Fair tranlitory creature of a day ! ) 
Has clos'd his golden eye, and wrapt in fhades 
Forgets his wonted journey thro' the eaft. * 

■ 

Here he paufed j and remained fome 
time buried in profound refleftion. Then 
rifing with emotion, from his feat. Forgive, 
he cried, oh ! gracious Heaven, the impi- 
ous fear, which frailty hath fuggefted to my 

* Mrs . Barbauld's Poems, 

mind. 
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mind. Reafon difclaims the gloomy terrori 
of annihilation^ and bids afpiring hope di- 
reft her views to immortality. The folemn 
filence which reigns around me, and which 
fancy painted as the image of deatby is but 
the fleep of animated nature. Soon the 
cheating beams of light will burft, with 
relplendent glory, from the eaft i and the 
dawning day will awaken the creatures of 
God, to ^aftion and enjoyment. But the 
inferior ranks of beings, feem to be inca- 
pable of thofe progreffive improvements, 
which charafterife the human kind. Beafts, 
birds, and infefts fill their refpeftive 
fpheres, with unvaried equality ; and ge- 
neration fucceeds to generation, without 
the advancement ofafingle Ipecies in the 
fcale of excellence. 

The fhort period of their lives appears 
adequate to the perfeftion, which they 
are qualified to attain ; and the Sovereign 
of the univerfe hath proclaimed to them 
his law. Hitherto Jhall ye ga^ and no farther. 
But man is never ftationary, never fatis- 
fied with the acquifitions which he makes. 

The 
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The deepeft draughts of knowledge fervc 
only to increafe his thirft ; exaltation in 
virtue bur inflames his ambition ; and his 
foaring fpirit urges onward ; ever ap- 
proaching to, yet ever infinitely diftant 
from the ftandard of perfeftion. 

Hiero again paufed ; and viewing with 
earneft attention the fpangled concave of 
heaven, he thus addrefled himfelf to the 
ftars, ^ the fafiie time purfuing his walk. 

Ye citadels of light, * 
Perhaps my future home, from whence the Ibul, 
Revolving periods paft, may oft look back, 
With recollected tendernefs, on all 
The various bufy fcenes fhe left below. 
Its deep-laid projedls and its ftrange events. 
As on fome fond and doting tale that footh'd 
Her infant hours. * 

He was now almofl: out of hearing, and 
Julius left his covert to follow him. But 
finding it impoflible to conceal himfelf, 
he accofted the philofopher, and honeftly 
confeffed that he had been liliening to his 
foliloquy . He apologifed for the intrufion j 



* Mrs. Barbauld's Poems- 

and 



244 MORAL TALES. 

and intreated Hiero to purfue his medita- 
tions, without regard to his prefence. 
Happy ftiall I think myfelf, continued he, 
if you can convince ntie of my title to im- 
mortality. 

Have you difcovered any flaw in your 
title y replied Hiero, with his ufual cpm- 
placency, that you thus exprefs yourfelf 
with doubt concerning fo invaluable a re- 
verfion ? No evidence, that I am acquaint- 
ed with, has yet been adduced by the moft 
fubtle fceptic againft a future ftate. So 
that the probability of it is, at the firft 
view, equal to its improbability. And if 
only a fingle argument can be advanced in 
favour of it, the fcale on that fide will 
inftantly preponderate. Your ignorance 
of the mode of exiftence in another world, 
and of the tranfition by death, from this 
life to the next, can have no weight in the 
balance. For ignorance is neither a foun- 
dation of faith, nor of incredulity ; and if 
we reafon from it, we are fure to b.e 
involved in error. Shew an acorn to a 
Hottentot, or wild Arab, who has never 

travelled 
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travelled beyond his own fandy deferts^ 
and inform him that it will become a lofty 
tree, with fpreading branches : the account 
will feem marvellous to his untutored 
mind ; and he may fufpend his belief of 
it, but cannot rejeft it as a falfliood. 

The condition of a child before its birth, 
bears very little analogy to the ftate of 
man in his maturity : and if you can fup- 
pofe a perfon to be ignorant that the one is 
preparatory to the other, fuch ignorance 
would be no authority for the denial of the 
faft. 

But there are many poGtive arguments, 
on which we may juftly ground our con- 
viftion of a future life. The ardent defire 
and expeftation of it, and the dread of an- 
nihilation, which are common to all man- 
kind, may furely be regarded as prefump- 
tions in favour of immortality. Defire, 
whether we judge from analogy, or from the 
moral attributes of God, feems to imply 
the reality of its objedt ; and the belief of 
this reality, which has prevailed in almoft 
every age, and nation, mull either have arifen 

from 
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from fome divine revelation, or from its 
confonancy to the univ.erfal principles of 
human reafon.* 

Conlcience alfo, by fuggefting the idea 
of a future and folemn tribunal, confirms 
the cxpeftation of another life. The re- 
wards of virtue, and the punifliments of 
vice, have generally their commencement 
here ; but we look to the world that is^ to 
come, for their completion. 

Merit and demerit, however, do not 
always meet with proportionate rewards, 
or punifliniencs, in the prefent ftate. Suf- 



. ♦ M. Michael is, in his learned DiiTertation on the 
Reciprocal Influence of Language and Opinions, hath 
obferved, that the Greeks made ufe of the fame word 
i^ix^, I. papilio, z.anima) for x)xt fotdy which in its 
primary fignification expreffes a btitterfiy. For a but- 
terfly is only a caterpillar, that changes its form with- 
out dying; and bears therein a fimilitude to the foul, 
which continues to exift in its new ftate, after the 
di Ablution of the body. It was for this reafon that 
the Greeks firft reprefented the foul hieroglyphically, 
under the form of a butterfly; and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to give it the very name of that infca. 

Fering 
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fering virtue, and triumphant vice, arc 
irregularities, which we daily obferve in 
the difpenfations of Providence ; and they 
evidently point out an hererfter, when the 
Deity will vindicate the wifdom, benevo- 
lence, and equity of his adminiftration* 

It appears to be an inconfiftency, that 
death fhould be the final event of life ; and 
that the period of exiftence fhould be clofed 
with fuftering. Pain is often fubfervient 
to pleafuf e ; and the evils which we under- 
go, for the moft part, contribute to our 
improvement and perfeftion. Shall the 
laft pang, therefore, that we experience^ 
and the greateft in our apprehenfions, prove 
the eternal extinftion of our being ? Ra- 
ther, Julius, let us fiippofe that purpaffage 
into another world, refembles our birth in- 
to this i that both are neceflarily attended 
with fome degree of pain ; and that the 
maturity of the human, is but the infancy 
of the heavenly life. 

I would banilli all /uppo/aion, however 
probable, faid Julius 5 and acknowledge 

the 
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the validity of no arguments Ihort of de- 
monjlration. 

Banifti then your pretenfions to philo- 
fophy, replied Hiero, and avow ^ general 
fcepticifm! For how few are the truths 
which admit o{ demonjiration ? Probability, 
is almoft the univerfal foundation of our 
reafoning; and the wifeft men are go- 
verned by it, both in their fpeculations, 
and in the moft interefting tranfaftions of 
life. The nature and force of evidence ne- 
ceflarily vary with its objefts j and what- 
ever be our inquiries or purfuits, we can 
expeft only that kind and degree of it, 
which they are capable of affording. But- 
in phyfical refearches, we helitate not to 
yield our aflent to a theory, that folves the 
phaenomena which it profeffes to explain : 
And aflent is heightened into conviftion, 
when it appears that numerous fafts con- 
firm, and no one oppofes it. But in 
what does the theory of a future Jiate differ 
from that of magnetifm or of gravitation, 
except in its tranfcendent importance to 
mankind ? 

Julius 
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Julius made no reply. The night was 
far advanced; and Hiero> impatient to 
enjoy in foiltude his own refleftions, 
haftened back to his apartment at Hart- 
HilU 



THE TAME GEESE AND WILD GEESE. 

^Tp w o geefe ftrayed -from a farm yard, 
■*■ in the fens of llincolnfhire, and 
fwam down a canal to a large mor&fs, 
which afforded them an extenfive range 
and plenty of food. A flock of wild geefe 
frequently reforted to this morafs; and 
though at firft they were Ihy, and would 
not fufFer the tame ones to join them, by 
degrees they became well acquainted, and 
afTociated • freely together. One evening 
their • cackling reached the ears of a fox, 
that was prowling at no great diftance 
from the morafs. The artful plunderer 
direfted his courfe through a wood on the 
borders of it, and was within a few yards 
of his prey, before any of the geefe per- 
ceived him. But the alarm was given, 

S juft 
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juft as he was fpringing upon them ; and 
the whole flock inftantly afcended into the 
air, with loud and difTonant cries. The 
wild geefc winged their flight into the 
higher regions, and were feen no more; 
but the two tame ones, unufed to foar, and 
habituated to receive proteftion without any 
exertion of their own powers, foon dropped 
down, and became fuccefllvely the viftims 
of the fox. 

The faculties of every animal are im- 
paired by difufe, and ftrengthened by exer- 
cife. And in man> the energy and ver- 
fatility of the mind depend upon adlion, 
no lefs than the vigour and agility of the 
body. 



BEAUTY AND DEFORMITY. ' 

A YOUTH, who lived in the country, m 

•*^ and who had not acquired, either by ; 

reading or converfation, tiny knowledge of 1 

the animals which inhabit foreign regions, I 
came to Manchefter, to fee an exhibition 

of 
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of wild beafts. The fize and figure of the 
elephant ftruck him with awe; and he 
viewed the rhinoceros with aftonifhment. 
But his attention was foon withdrawn from 
thefe ammal5> and direfbed to another^ of 
the moft elegant and beautiful form ; and 
he flood contemplating, with filent admira- 
tion^ the glofly fmoothnefs of his hair; the 
blacknefs and regularity of the ftreaks with 
which he was marked; the fymmetry of 
his limbs ; and above all> the placid fweet- 
nefs of his countenance. What is the name 
of this lovely animal> faid he to the keeper, 
.which you have placed near one of the 
uglieft beafts in your coUeftion, as if you 
meant to contraft beauty with deformity ? 
Beware, young man, replied the intelligent 
keeper, of being fo eafily captivated with 
external appearance. The animal, which 
you admire, is called a tiger ; and notwith- 
ftanding the meeknefs of his looks, he is 
fierce and favage beyond defcription. I can 
neither terrify him by correftion, nor tame 
him by indulgence. But the other beaft, 
which you delpife, is in the higheft degree 
docile, afFcdionate, and ufeful. For the 

S 2 benefi> 
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benefit of man, he traverfes the fandy dc- 
ferts of Arabijt, where drink and pafture 
are feldom to be found ; and will continue 
fix or feven days without fuftenance, yet 
ftill patient of labour. His hair is manu- 
fu6tured into cloathing; his flefh is deemed 
wholefbme nourilhment; and the milk oC 
the female is much valued by the Arabs. 
The camel, therefore, for fuch is the name 
given to this animal, is more worthy of 
your admiration than the tiger; notwith- 
ftanding the inelegance of his make, and 
the two bunches upon his back. For mere 
external beauty is of little eftimation -, and 
deformity, when aflbciated with amiable 
dilpofitions and ufeful qualities, does not 
preclude our relpeft and approbation. 



PHILOSOPHICAL ATTENTION AND 

SAGACITY.. 

I 

A N attentive and inquifitive mind of- 

^ ten derives very important inftruftion 

from appearances and events, which the 

m 

generality of mankind regard as trivial and 

infignificant. 
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infignificant. Permit me, Alexis, to offer 
to you a few examples of the truth of this 
obfervatioa. You have frequently remark- 
ed, and perhaps admired the volubility and 
luftre of the globules of rain, that lie upon 
the leaves ofcolewort, and of other vege- 
tables i but I dare fay, you have never ta- 
ken ^the trouble of infpefting them nar- 
rowly. Mr. Melville, a young philofopher 
of uncommon genius, was ftruck with the 
phaenomenon, and applied his attention to 
the inveftigation of it. He difcoyered that 
the luftre of the drop is owing to a copious 
refleftion of light, from the flattened part 
of its furface, contiguous to the plant; 
and that when the drop rolls over a part, 
which has been wetted, it inftantly lofes all 
its brightnefs, the green leaf being feen 
through it. From thefe two obfervations 
he concludes, that the drop does not really 
touch the plant, whilft it retains a mercu- 
rial appearance, but is fufpended by the 
force ^of a repulfive power. For there 
could not be any copious refleftion qf 
white light, from its under furface, unlefs 
there was a real interval between it and the 

S 3 plant. 
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plant. And if no contaft be fuppofed, it 
is eafy to account for the wonderful volu- 
bility of the drop, and why no traces of 
moifture are left wherever it rolls. 

From this reafoning we may conclude, 
that when a poliflied needle is made to 
fwim on water, it does not touch the water, 
but forms around it, by a repullive power, 
a bed, whofe concavity is much larger than 
the bulk of the needle. And this affords 
B, much better explanation of the fa£t, than 
the common one, deduced from the tena- 
city of the water. For the needle may be 
well conceived to fwim upon a fluid lighter 
than itfelf, fince the quantity of water thus 
difplaced, by repulGon, muft be equal to 
the weight of it. And this inftance leads 
us to a juft and neceflary corredtion of the 
hydrollatical law, that the whole fwimming 
body is equal in weight to a quantity of the 
fluids whofe bulk is equal to that of the part 
immerfed. For it fhould be expreffed, that 
the weight of the fwimming body is equal 
to that of the weight of the quantity of 
fluid difplaced by it. 

, Avery 
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A very ingenious friend of mine> during 
his refidence at the univerfity, undertook 
a courfe of experiments, to afcertain the 
heat or cold produced by the folution of 
certain fubftances in Ipirit of wine. When- 
ever he withdrew the thermometer from 
thefpiritj and fulpended it in the air, he 
unifomrjy obferved, that the mercury funk 
two or three degrees, although the fpirit 
of wine, in which the inftrument had been 
immerfed, was even colder than the fur-f 
rounding atmo{phere. This {a£t he com* 
muoi^ated to the profeffor of chemiftry ; 
who immediately flifpeded, that JIuiJs by 
evaporation generate cold; an hypothefis, 
which he afterwards verified by a variety 
of beautiful^ ^n4 decifive trials. 

When Sir John Pringle and Dr. Frank- 
lin were travelling together in Holland, 
they remarked, that the track-fchuyt, or 
barge, in ,one of the ftages, moved flower 
than ufual, and inquired the reafon of it. 
The boatman informed them> that it had 
been a dry feafon, and that the water was 
low in the canal. He was aflced, if the 

S 4 water 
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water was fo law that the boat touched the 
muddjr bottom of the canal ? to which he 
anfwered in the negative 5 adding, however, 
that the difference in the quantity of water, 
was fufficient to render the draught more 
difficult to the h^rfe. The travellers, at 
firft, were at a lofs to conceive, how the 
depth of the water could affeft the motion 
of the boat, provided that it fwatn clear of 
the bottom. But Dr. Franklin, having fa- 
" tisfied himfelf of the truth of the boatman's 
obfervation, began to eonfider it attentive- 
ly ; and end^voured to account for it in 
the following manner. The barge, in pro- 
ceeding along the canal, mufl regularly 
difplace a body of water, equal in bulk to 
the fpace which fhe occupies ; and the wa- 
ter fo removed muft pafe underneath, and 
on each fide of her. Hence if the palTage^ 
under her bottom, be ftraitened by the (hal- 
lows, more of the water muft pafs by her 
fides, and with greater velocity, which will 
retard her courfe, becaufe flie moves the 
contrary way. The water, alfo, becom- 
ing lower behind than before the boat, Ihe 
will be preffed back by the weight of its 

difference 



MORAL TALES. 257 

difference in height 5 and her paffage will 
be obftrufted, by having that weight con- 
ftantly to overcome. 

However fatisfadtory this reafoning 
might appear to be. Dr. Franklin deter- 
mined to afcertain the truth of it by expe- 
riment 5 deeming the fubjeft of confidera- 
ble importance to the inhabitants" of a 
country, in which fo many projefts for 
navigable canals have been adopted. And 
he concludes, from many well-concerted 
trials, the relation of which would now be 
tedious to you, that if four men or horfes 
be required to draw a boat, in deep water^ 
four leagues in four hours \ five will be 
neceffary to draw the boat, the fame dif- 
tance in the fame time, mjhallow water. 

I fhall give you one inftanqe more of the 
advantages of fagacious attention, which 
may, perhaps, be more amufing to you, 
than thofc which I have recited. 

A playful boy, whofe bufinefs it was to 
open and clofe alternately, the communi- 
cation 
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cation between the boiler and the cylin- 
der of a fire engine, perceived that this 
trouble might readily be faved. When- 
ever, therefore, he wiflied to be at liberty 
to divert himfelf with his companions, he 
tied a ftring from the handle of the valve, 
which formed the communication, to ano- 
ther part of the machine that was in moti-^ 
on ; and the valve then performed its office 
without afliftance. The boy*s idlenefs be- 
ing remarked, his contrivance foon became 
known, and the improvement is now a^ 
dopted in every fire engine. 



R 



THEJOLLY FELLOW. 

ODERjc was a young man who had 
neglefted the cultivation of his under- 
ftanding, and had made an early facrifice 
of knowledge to merriment. He could 
fing a jovial fong, and tell a ftory admi^ 
rably j for he defpifed truth, when it inter-^- 
fered with the embellilhments of humour. 
His fociety was courted by the gay and 
the diflipatedi and whenever he exerted 

his 
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his talents, he fet the table in a roar. 
But Roderic was fubjeft to fudden revo- 
lutions of nnind. At a convivial nieeting, 
one day, he had been more than ufually 
lively and facetious. The Champagne 
went briflcly round j and bottle after bottle, 
in quick fucceffion, was emptied and caft 
afide. All at once he became penfive; 
his countenance fell \ his eyes were fixed ; 
and he feemed loft in meditation. The 
company rallied him, and demanded the 
caufe of fuch an unexpefted tranfition from 
jollity to gloom. Certain ftrange ideas, 
faid he, have obtruded themfelves upon 
me; and I am fliocked to perceive how 
exaftly I refemble the bottle of Champagne 
that is before us. The anfwer was a 
Tuyftery. After a fhort paufe, he unravelled 
it. Like this bottle, continued he, I am 
only fparkling and frothy ; the fource of 
exhilaration, but not of fatisfaftion. Sick- 
nefs or misfortune, the ftorms of life, may 
four my wit, or flatten my fpirits; time 
will inevitably exhauft them j and I Ihall 
then be put away with contempt, as an 
empty yeffel of no intrinfic value. 

THE 
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TH? DUNGHILL COCK. 

« 

/Reserve that cock! faid the wealthy 
^^ and plodding Apicius. He has found 
a way into my granary; and though he 
ftands upon a large heap of corn, where 
he may gratify all his wants without pains 
or trouble, yet he /crapes with as much 
eagernefs as if he were earning his Ibinty 
pittance on the dunghill. And is not his 
^ matter, anfwered I, daily chargeable with 
the like folly, though he boafts of reafon, 
and ridicules the undiftinguifhing opera- 
tions of inftinft ? Providence has furniftied 
him with abundance, but he toils with 
anxiety for more. He impatiently fearches 
for new treafures, whilft he fhould be en- 
joying thofe which he poffes : And in 
the midft of affluence he fufFers the evils of 
penury. 



PERSECUTION, 
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PERSECUTION, AN ANClfeNT FRAGMENT, 

A RAM was fitting at the door of his 
-^^ tent, under the ftiade of , his fig- 
tree; when it came to pafs that a man, 
ftricken with years, bearing his ftafF in his 
hand, journeyed that way. And it was 
noon day. And Aram faid unto the 
ftranger, Pafs not by, I pray thee, but 
come in, and wa(h thy feet, and tarry here 
until the evening; for thou art ftricken 
with years, and the heat overcometh thee* 
And the ftranger left his ftafF at the door, 
and entered into the tent of Aram. And 
he refted himfelf ; and Aram fet before him 
bread, and cakes of fine meal baked upon 
the hearth. And Aram bleffed the bread, 
calling upon the name of the Lord. But 
the ftranger did eat, and refufed to pray 
unto the Moft High ; faying. Thy Lord is 
not the God of my fathers ; why therefore 
ihould I prefent my vows unto him ? And 
Aram's wrath was kindled ; and he called 
his fervants; and they beat the ftranger, aftd 

drove 
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drove him into the wildcrncfs. Now in 
the evening, Aranm lifted up his voice unto 
the Lord, and prayed unto him -, and the 
Lord faid, Aram, where is the ftranger 
that fojourned this day with thee? And 
Aram anfwered and faid, Behold^ O Lord ! 
he ate of thy bread, and would not offer 
unto thee his prayers and thanldgivings* 
Therefore did I chaftife him, and drive 
him from before me into the wildernefs. 
And the Lord faid unto Aram, Who hath 
made thee a judge between me and him ? 
Have not I borne with thine iniquities, and 
^ winked at thy backflidings ; and (halt thou 
be feverc with thy brother, to mark his 
errors, and to punifli his perverfenefs ? 
Arife and follow the ftranger ; and carry 
with thee oil and wine, and anoint his 
bruifes, and fpeak kindly unto him. For 
I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, and 
judgment belongeth only^unto me. Vain 
is thine oblation of thankfgiving, without a 
lowly heart. As a bulrufh thou mayeft 
bow down thine head, and lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet -, but thou obeyeft not 
the ordinance of thy God, if thy worfliip 

be 



MORAL TAL E S. 263 

b€ for ftrife and debate. Behold the facri- 
fice that I have chofen, is it not to undo 
the heavy burdens ; to let the oppreffed go 
free ; and to break every yoke ? To deal 
thy bread to the hungry ; and to bring the 
poor, that are caft out, to thy houfe ? And 
Aram trembled before the prefence of God. 
And he arofe, and put on fackcloth and 
aflies i and went out into the wildernefs, 
to do as the Lord had commanded him. * 



TRUTH NEVER IMPRESSES THE MIND 

MORE FORCIBLY, THAN WHEN 

SUGGESTED BY A JUST AND 

STRIKING ANALOGY. 

XTZhen Charles the V. had refigned 
^ ^ the fceptre of Spain, and the im- 
perial crown of Germany, he retired to 
the monaftery of St. Juftus, near the city 
of Placentia, in Eftremadura. It was feat- 

* This parable is an imitation of one compofed by Dr. 
Franklin ; if that may be called an imitation which was 
written without a fight, and from a very imperfedt ac- 
count of the original. Mr. Dodfley has infcrted thepre- 
fcnt piece in the Annual Regiftcr for 1777; but it has 
here undergone fome alterations. 

cd 
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ed in a vale, of no great extent, watered 
by a fmall brook, and furrounded by riling 
grounds, covered with lofty trees. From 
the nature of the foil, as well as the tem- 
perature of the climate, it was efteemed 
the moft healthful and delicious fituation 
in Spain. Here he cultivated, with his 
own hands, the plants in his garden ; and 
fometimes he rode out to a neighbouring 
wood, on a little horfe, attended only by 
a fingle fervant on foot. When his in- 
firmities confined him to his apartment, 
and deprived him of thefe more adtive re- 
creations, he either admitted a few gen- 
tlemen, who refided near the monaftery, 
to vifit him, and entertained them fami- 
liarly at his own table j or he employ- 
ed himfelf in ftudying mechanical prin- 
ciples, and in forming works of mecha- 
nifm, of which he had always been re- 
markably fond, and to which his genius 
was peculiarly turned. He was extremely 
curious with regard to the conftruftion of 
clocks and watches ; and having found, 
after repeated trials, that he could not 
bring any two of them to go exaAly alike, 

he 
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he reflefted, with a mixture of furprize 
as well as regret, on his own folly (as 
he might alfo on his cruelty and injuftice) 
in having exerted himfelf, with fo much 
zeal and perfeverance, in the more vaia at- 
tempt ofbringing mankind' to a uniformity 
of fentiment, concerning the doftrines of 
religion. * Happy would it have been 
for Europe, if this juft and ftriking analogy 
had occurred to the monarch, during the 
plenitude of his power ! And happy might 
it now prove, if allowed to operate againft 
the fpirit of bigotry and perfecutipn, which 
ftill actuates many individuals, and even 
large communities. 



THE PEDLAR AND HIS ASS. 

Tt was noon day, and the fun Ihone in- 
-*" tenfely bright, when a pedlar, driving 
his afs laden with the choiceft Burflem 
ware, flopped upon Delamcfe foreft, to 
tafte fome refrefhment. He fat down upon 
the turf, and after confuming the provifions 

* Sec Robcrtfon's Hiftory of Chwlcs V. 

T in 
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in his fatchel, emptied his dr^m bottle^ 
and then compofed himfelf to fleep. But 
the afs, who had travelled many a wearifomc 
mile without tailing a morfel of food, re- 
mained muzzled by his fide, wiftfuUy 
viewing the bloflbms of furze which grew 
in great abundance around them. Fatigue 
and h^at, however, overpowered the fenia- 
tions of hunger, and drowfinefs ftole upon 
him* He kneeled down, and doubling 
his legs under him, refted upon his belly 
in fuch a pofition, that eacH of the panniers 
which he carried touched the ground, and 
was fecurely fupported by it. But his 
flumbers were of Ihort duration. An angry- 
hornet, whofe neft had been that mornings 
deftroyed, perched upon his back, and 
ftung him to the quick. Roufed by the 
fmart, he fuddenly Iprung up, and by this 
violent motion produced a loud jarring of 
the earthen ware. The pedlar awaked in 
confternation ; and fnatching his whip, be- 
gan to lafli the afs with mercilefs fury. 
The poor beaft fled from his ftripes, and 
was heard of no more ; the panniers were 
thrown ofFi and the Burflem. ware was 

entirely 
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fchtlrely demolifhed. Thus did inhumanity, 
laziriefs, and paflion, meet with deferved 
punifliment. Had the pedlar remembered 
the craving hungef of the afs> when he 
gratified his own j or had he purfued with 
diligence his journey, aftei* finifhing his 
repaft, no part of thefe misfortunes would 
have befallen him : And his lofs might 
have been inconfiderable, if unjuft feverity 
and ralh refentment had riot compleated 
his ruin. 



t JI £ B £ £ s^ 

A Dufcrt merchant, who was fettled 
•^^ at Batavia, procured a hive of young 
bees from Poland, that he might multiply 
the breed of this induftrious infc6t, and 
regale himfelf with honey prepared under 
his own infpeftion: The bees were flat ion- 
ed in a delightful garden, of large extent, 
and furnilhed with the richeft profufion of 
fragrant herbs and flowers. Plenty foon 
corrupted their dilpofition to labour ; and 
the ftock of honey which thoy collefted, 

T 2 during 
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during the firft months of their fettlement, 
was of little value. The expefted winter 
did not enfue j and as they continued to 
enjoy abundance in this happy climate, 
they became improvident of futurity, and 
were no longer at the pains to ftore their 
cells with that food, which bountiful na- 
ture at all feafons provided for them. Thus 
unfavourable was exceffive abundance to 
the admired virtues of the bee. And no 
lefs injurious to many a well-formed youth 
is that affluence, which hath been heaped 
together by parental toil, to gratify pa- 
rental ambition i but which ferves either 
to nourilh floth, by fuperfeding the necef- 
fity of application j or to promote diffipa- 
tion, riot, and profligacy, by giving a 
falfe diredion to adivity. 



AN 
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1^0 
^T H E M B M O R y 

OP ^ 

S Y L V I Aj 

A CHBAR^rUL COMPANION; 

FAITHFUL FRIXND; 
AND 

TftuE philosopher; 

IF SUBMISSION ^TO GoDy 

SENXVOLSNCE TO MAN> 

AND 

STRICT CONFORMITY TO NATURE, 

WITH UNAFFECTED INDIFFERENCE 

TO 
PROFIT, POWER, OR FAME, 

BE GENUINE PHILOSOPHY. 

SHE 
MINGLED IN ALL COMPANIES, 

YET PRESERVED 

RER NATIVE SIMPLICITY OF MANNERS; 

AND WAS CARESSED BY THE PROFLIGATE, 

WHILST SHE REPROVED THEIR 
VICES 

by her good example. 

Her religion 
was untainted with bigotry, 

although she doubted of no 
article of faith: 



AND 
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AND 

SHE STEADILY MAINTAINED 

PASSIVE OBEDIENCE AND NON-R ESIS T ANCS. 

WITHOUT BECOMING 

A PARTISAN IN POLITICS. 

SPOTLESS AS A SAIVT 

SHE lived; 

AND DIED A 
MARTYR. 

This monument 
blazons no feigned virtues op thb 

DEAD, 

TO PLATTER THE VANITY OP THE 
LIVING ; 

PQR IT IS ERECTED, NOT TO 
A WOMAN, 

BUT 
A SPANIEL.*^ 

Art thou offended, gentle reader, at 
this tribute to the memory of a faithful 
dog ? Vifit the gardens at Stowe ; and 
perufe the lines infcribed by Cobham to 
Signior Fido, his Italian greyhound ! 
Or if claflic authority influence thy tafte, 
turn to the page of Plutarch, and read the 
following narration ! ^^ When the Atheni- 
^' ans, during the war in which they were 

* Stc an account of this fpanie]. Part ii. p. 154. 

^^ engaged 
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'* engaged againft the Perfians, were con- 






CC 



ftrained to abandon their city, and retire 
to the ifland of Salamis, Xanthippus, 
^* the father of Pericles, embarked with 
" the reft of his countrymen. His faith- 
ful dog, having been left behind, fwam 
after the Ihip till he reached the Ihore ; 
*^ where the poor creature was no fooner 
" landed, than he threw Jiimfelf down, ^x- 
*^ haufted with fatigue, and expired at his 
^* matter's feet. Xanthippus buried him 
*^ on the ipot ; and as a grateful memorial 
*^ of his fidelity, erefted a monument over 
his grave, which remains to this day, 
and is known by the name of Cynojj'ema^ 
ox the dog's fepulchre.- ' 



CC 



IMMODERATE STUDY. 

OoPHRON had pafled the day in very 
^ intenfe application to his favourite 
ftudy. The fhades of the evening infen- 
fibly ftole upon him. He called for his 
lamp, ^nd fupplied it with an extraordi- 
nary quantity of oil, that it might burn 
till midnight. The flame was languid 

T 4 and 
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and glimmering — He added more oil — 
It yielded a ftill fainter light. Again he 
repleniftied the lamp — The flame became 
dimmer — He clofed his book) and was 
foon left in total darknrfs. 

Ah ! ftudious youth, ufe not with fuch 
profufion the facred oil of learning ! Thus 
lavifhly applied, it will extinguifh, not 
brighten the intelledual lamp that burns 
within thee. 



THE CANARY BIRD AND RED LINNET, 

/^NE fine evening, in the month of 
^^ May, a canary bird was carried into 
the' garden at Hart-Hill. The cage was 
fulpended by the branch of a cherry tree, 
the blofToms and leaves of which overfpread 
the top of it, furnilhing at once a delight- 
ful fhade and luxurious repaft. I fat down 
near it, on a bank of turf, and^was highly 
pleafed to obferve how much the little 
creature feemed to enjoy his new fituation. 
After fluttering his wings, hopping about, 
and pecking the blpflToms which prefented 

themfelves 
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themfelves through the wires of the cage, 
he at length fixed himfelf upon his perch, 
and began the mod melodious fong I ever 
heard. His notes were fo tuneful, diftinft, 
and various, that he foon filenced the 
mufic of a neighbouring fhrubbery, and 
drew feveral birds into the cherry tree. 
The fong of the canary was now interrupt- 
ed by a loud chirping, which proceeded, 
as I could clearly difcern through the leaves 
of the tree, from a red linnet perched on a 
twig, almoft clofe to the cage. When the 
linnet ceafed, the canary bird feemed to 
reply by chirping in a fimilar manner, but 
with more fweetnefs and compofure. Ima- 
ginatioi) foon made me acquainted with 
this new language y and I fuppofed the 
following dialogue to have been carried 
on between them. 

Linnet. Silly bird ! what caufe haft 
thou to raife fuch chearful and exulting 
notes ? Compare with ours thy wretched 
fituation. And when thou viewed the blefT- 
ings that we poflefs, fliew at leaft fomc fhare 
of wifdom and fenfibility, by lamenting thy 

incapacity 
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incapacity of attaining them. To rejoice 
in calamity is, furely, the height of folly. 

Canary Bird. Your reproofs are cruel 
and unjuft. It is over the comforts, and 
not the evils of my fituation, that I rejoice. 
When I fee you roving at large, I feel the 
lofs of liberty i and as I hop from one fide 
of my prifon to another, I often expand 
my wings, confcious of powers which I am 
reftrained from exercifing. Nor am I in^ 
different to thofe focial pkafures, of which 
though fometimes a witnefs, I am never 
H partaker. Buj why fliould I repine that, 
in thefe refpefts, you are more happy than 
myfelf ? As reafonably might you com- 
plain that partial Heaven has conferred ad^ 
vantages on me, which are denied to you. 
For in that feafon when you are expofed to 
hafdfhip, famine, and danger, I am fed 
with a liberal hand; flieltered from the 
winter's cold; and protedted from the 
fowler, and every animal of prey. Allow 
me then, without reproach, 'to exprefs my 
thankfulnefs to God in fongs of praife ; to 
bear my lot with ghearful refignation j and 

even 
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even to rejoice in that good, which, though 
withholden from me, is beftowed upon 
others of the feathered race. 

Impreffed with thefe ideas, I arofc 
from my feat, and retired to my chamber, 
pondering the leflbn of benevolence,, gra- 
tude, and contentment, which I had heard. 
My window commanded the view of a rich 
^nd extenfive plain, bounded by lofty 
rnountains. The fun particularly illumined 
a craggy cliff, the fummit and fides of 
which were covered with pine trees. Fancy 
was on the wing, and inftantly tfanfported 
me to the ftnking fcene, I conceived it 
to be the refidence of Theophilus j and as 
I entered the favouritf grove of the pious 
philofopher, his evening meditations thus 
faluted my intelleftual ear. — ^^ Teach mc 
*' to love Thee, and thy divine adminiftra- 
f ^ tion ! to rpg^rd the uniyerfe itfelf as my 
^' true and genuine couiitry, not that little 
*' cafual ipot where I firft drew vital ain 
" Teach me to regard myfelf but as a part 
*' of this great whole ; a part which for its 
^* welfare I am as patiently to refign, as I 

" refign 
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** refign a fingle limb for the welfare of my 
" whole body. Let my life be a continued 
" fcene of acquiefcence and of gratitude ; 
" of gratitude for what I enjoy, of acqui- 
" cfcence in what I fuflFer j as both can 
** only be referable to that order of events, 
** which cannot but be beft, as being by 
** thee approved and chofen. 



" Inafmuch as futurity is hidden from 
' my fight, I can have no other rule of 
' choice, by which to govern my conduft, 

* than what feems confonant to the welfare 

* of my own particular nature. If it ap- 
' pear not contrary to duty and moral 

* office (and how Ihould I judge but from 

* what appears ?) thou canft not but for- 

* give me, if I prefer health to ficknefs j 
' the fafety of life and limb, to maiming or 
' to death. But did 1 know that thefe 
« incidents, or any were appointed me, in 
' that order of events, by which thou 
f preferveft and adorneft the whole ; it 

* then becomes my duty to meet them 

* with magnanimity j to co-operate with 

* chearfulnefs in what thou ordaineft ; 

^' that 
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*' that fo I may know no other will than 
" thine alone ; and that the harmony of 
my particular mind with thy univerfal, 
may be fteady and uninterrupted through 
the period of my exiftence. 
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" Yet fince to attain this height, this 
" tranfcendent height, is but barely pof- 
fible, if poflible, to the moft perfe6t 
humanity; regard what within mc is 
congenial to Thee ; raife me above my- 
" felf, and wgrm me into enthufiafm. But 
let my enthufiafm be fuch as befits a 
citizen of thy polity; liberal, gentle, 
** rational, and humane — not fuch as to 
*« debafe me into a poor and wretched flave» 
*^ as if thou wert my tyrant, not my father 1 
" much lefs fuch as to transform me into a 
*' favage beaft of prey, fuUen, gloomy, 
*' dark, and fierce ; prone to perfecute, to 
" ravage, and deftroy, as if the lutt of 
*^ maffacre could be grateful to thy good- 
^^ nefs. Permit me rather madly to avow 
villainy in thy defiance, than impioufly 
to affert it under colour of thy fervicc. 
Turn my mind's eye from every idea of 

^' this 



€€ 
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«' this charadter ; from the fervile, abjeft, 
** horrid, and ghaftly, to the generous, 
" lovely, fair, and godlike. 

" Here let me dwell; — ^be here my 
*' ftudy and delight. So fhall I be enabled, 
'^ in the filent mirrour of contemplation, to 
«* behold thofe forms which are hidden to 
'* human eyes — that animating wifdom 
«« which pervades and rules the whole ; 
«^ that law irrefiftible, immutable, fupreme, 
^^ which leads the willing, and compels 
" the averfe, to co-operate in their ftation 
" to the general welfare ; that magic divine 
" which, by an efficacy paft comprehenfion, 
" can transform every appearance, the moft 
** hideous, into beauty, and exhibit all 
** things fair and good to Thee, Eflence 
«' Increate, who art of purer eyes than ever 
" to behold iniquity. 

«' Be thefe my morning, thefe my evening 
'^ meditations — with thefe may my mind 
*' be unchangeably tinged — that loving 
*^ Thee with a love moft difinterefted and 
" fincere 3 enamoured of thy polity, and 

«' thy 
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" thy divine adminiftration ; welcoming 
" every event with chearfulnefs and mag- 
" nanimity, as being belt upon the whole, 
«* becaufe ordained of Thee ; propofing 
*^ nothing to myfelf, but with a referve that 
" Thou permitteft ; acquiefcing in every 
^^ obftruftion, as ultimately referable to thy 
*^ providence — in a word, that working 
" this conduft, by due exercife, into per- 
*' fe6t habit, I may never murmur, never 
*^ repine ; never mifs what I would obtain, 
'* nor fall into that which I would avoid j * 
but be happy with that tranfcendent 
happinefs, of which no one can deprive 
" me i and bleft with that divine liberty, 
" which no tyrant can annoy." * 






AN EXPERIMENT. 

T ooK attentively at this glals, and 
•*--' mark the variety of images which it 
exhibits ? You will fee in it the haughty 



* The paragraphs marked by inverted commas, 
have been copied, with a few variations, from Mr. 
Harris's Dialogue concerning Happinefs. 

and 
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and infolent courtier^ awed into gentlenefs 
by the prefence of the tyrant, whom he 
fcrves : And the tyrant difturbed by fufpi- 
cion, fear and anxiety, whilft he receives 
with fniiles the incenfe of flattery, and 
glories in his Iplendour and power: The 
envious man tortured at the heart, yet ex- 
prefling outward figns of pJeafure, when 
the nfierits of his rival are extolled: The 
well-educated youth, who has been feduced 
by vicious companions, inwardly appalled 
during the hours of riot and jollity : The 
idle lounger, feemingly at eafe, but really 
fretful, difcontented, and unhappy. 

— You are jocular, faid Alexis. I fee 
nothing but a glafs tumbler, containing 
about two parts of water and one of oil, 
fulpended by a cordj and fwung back- 
wards and forwards by your hand. The 
oil appears, perfectly fmooth and undif- 
turbed, whilft the water below is in vio- 
lent agitation. 

And do you not perceive, anfwered 
Euphronius, a ftriking analogy between 

this 
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this internal ftorm but fuperficial calm, 
and the feveral charadters which I have 
enumerated ? I will diVerfify the allufion, 
and vary the experiment by pouring out 
the Qil, and fupplying its place with water. 
The fluid, you obferve, now remains tran- 
quil throughout, although the fame motion 
is given to the velTel as before. * Thus 
compofure of mind may b.e preferved 
amidft the agitations and tumiult* of life, 
if we cherifh no paffions, that, like oil and 
water, are difcordant to each other.— Alexis 
acknowledged the propriety of thefe mo- 
ral analogies j but exprefled his furprifc 
and perplexity at the appearances from 
which they were deduced. He was defired" 
to conlider them attentively, and to exer- 
cifc his genius in the folution of them. 



THE ROVING FISHES. 



IF folid happinefs we prize. 
Within our breafl this jewel lies. 
And they are fools who i:oani.«->-— 



* See Dr. Franklin's Experiments and Obfervations on Ele^icity. 

U Of 
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Of reft was Noah's dove bereft, 

When, with impatient wing, ihe left 

That fafe retreat, the ark : 

Giving her vain excurfion o'er. 

The difappointed bird once more 

ExpJor'd the facred bark. * 

> ♦ 

Sophronia, whofe maternal tendfernefs 
was direAed by a folid judgment and 
well - cultivated underftanding, had been 
repeating thefe lines to her fon, and urging 
the difficulties, temptations, and dangers 
which await the inexperienced yolith, when 
he too forwardly launches into the bufy 
world. They were enjoying an evening's 
Ivalk; and the path which they purfued 
-terminated in a beautiful pond, fup- 
plied with water by a murmuring rill, 
that for a while feemed to lofc its cur- 
rent, but pafling onwards flowed, through 
a concealed grate, into a neighbouring 
brook. Having reached the margin of 
the pond, they flopped to gaze at the 
Iportive fifties, gliding in ,all direftions, 
with graceful, eafe, through the yielding 
elements But a large tench was obferved 

* Cotton's Fire-Side. 

to 
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to remain in one unvaried pofitiony as if 
ftupified with' pain, or overwhelmed with 
forrow. Were filhes capable of refleftion, 
I jfhould prefume, faid Sophronia, that the 
tench we afe looking at, is mourning the 
folly and calamities of her offspring; Laft 
week, a fudden and unufual fwell of the 
brook raifed the water of this pond above 
its level ; and three young tench eagerly 
took the opportunity of efcaping over ther 
grate, and quitted with joy the confine- 
ment, to Avhich they had fubmitted for 
fome time with impatience and difcontent. 
They fwam down the ftream, exulting in 
their liberty ; and were juft entering a 
Ipacious mill pool, which promifed every 
gratification to their boundlefs wifhes, when 
a ravenous pike feized upon the foremoft, 
and terrified the others with the apprehen- 
fion of dangers before unknown. The 
Ihallows of the pool were now fought, for 
fecurityi but the flood having damaged 
the dike, the water rapidly difcharged it- 
felf. One of the remaining tench was left 
in a hollow, to die a painful and lingering 
death -, the other, impelled by hunger^ 

U 2 fwallowed 
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fwallowed a bait, and became the prey of 
a filhcrman. Thus perifhed thefe unfor- 
tunate rovers ; affording us a lefTon of in- 
ftrudtion, concluded Sophronia, which it 
cannot be neceffary either to explain or to 
apply. 



THE HISTORIAN AND THE PAINTER, 

T XT' HAT unpleafmg face is this? faid 
^^ an hiftorian to a painter, as he was^ 
viewing the exhibition of his pictures. 
It is the portrait, anfwered the artift, of a 
man whom I. fecretly defpife ; and I have 
purpofely rendered it harlh and difagree- 
able. — What a liberal and noble counte- 
nance, continued the learned ipeftator, 
does the pifture before me diiplay ! So 
looks the original, replied the painters 
and 1 have the honour to call him my 
friend and patron. — M^y I not prefume, 
then, that the Venus, on the right hand, 
is the likenefs of your miftrels ? I confels 
it, faid the artift with a blufh. But if 
paflion and prejudice fometimes guide my 
pencil, how much more frequently do they 

direft 
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diredt your pen ? I delineate chiefly for 
the eye ; you for the underftanding and 
the heart. ' To deceive, therefore, may be 
venial in the painter, but is criminal in 
the hiftorian. The art of falfe colouring, 
however, is not peculiar either to you or 
to me. It is pradtifed by all mankind, 
both in their judgments of themfelves and 
of othjsrs. Self-love ftrongly incites to 
draw a flattering pifture j political and re- 
Hgious prejudices, though lefs forcible, are 
not lefs certain in their influence ; and 
envy, rivalfliip, and hatred ofi^er to our 
pencil only dark and difgufl:ing teints. 

All is infeaed that th' infeaed Ypy, 
As all looks yeHow to the jaundic'd eye. 



THE RATTLE SNAKE. 

A N European youth, fauntering through 
^•^ a wood in Virginia, heedlefs where 
he trod, fuddenly heard a harfh rattling 
noife, which filenced the warbling of the 
nightingales, and feemed to ftrike terror 
into every living objeft around him. He 

U 3 looked 
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looked forward, and beheld, acrofs th^ 
path which he purfued, a large fnake, with 
the head ereft, the body coiled, and the 
tail, from which th6 found proceeded, in 
contipual agitation, ^l^r^^^d with the 
danger that awaited him, he haftened back 
to Williamlburgh ; and was eager both 
to recount his adventure, and to give ut- 
terance to the refledtions which it had 

• 

fuggelled. Hqw wife, faid he, are the 
provifions of the Author of nature, to 
guard his favourite, man, from whatever 
may prove noxious or deftrudtive to him ? 
The lion roars when he iffues from his 
den J the wolf howls in his nodturnal ex- 
curfions \ and the dreadful ferpent, from 
which I efcaped this morning, fhakes his 
rattle, as he crawls along, to warn us of 
the danger that approaches. 

Ceafe, young man, replied a venerable 
fage, to acciife Providence of partiality ; 
nor abufe the wifdom of God, by applaufes 
which are founded only on pride and igno- 
rance. The animals you have mentioned, 
inhabit many a defert where no human 

footftep 



1 
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footftep can be traced : How then fhould 
their inftinfts or exertions have any re- 
ference to the fecurity of man ! The lions 
roar, and the wolves howl, to roufe the 
beafts from their fecret hiding places : For 
without fych difcovery of their prey, of 
what avail would be their ftrcagth or 
fwiftnefs ? 

The fnake you faw, produces no found 
with its tail, in the ordinary motions of his 
body ; and had not a childilh fear prevent- 
ed, you might have been a witnefs to the 
ufe which he niakes of his rattle. That 
reptile feeds chiefly on fquirrels and birds, 
which he cannot catch, without fome artifice 
to bring them within his reach. He there- 
fore creeps near the tree, on whofe branches 
he perceives them ; and fuddenly fhaking 
his rattle, fo afirights the poor creatures on 
which he fixes his piercing eyes, that they 
have no power to efcape : And they leap 
from bough to bough, till, overcome 
with terror and fatigue, they fall to the 
ground, and are devoured by their rayenou3 



enemy.* 



^ See Mead on Poifons, 
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AN EXPERIMENT. 

^X^wo young beech trees, planted at 
^ the fame time, in the fame foil, at a 
fmall diftance from each other, and equally 
healthy, were pitched upon as the fubjedts 
of the following experiment. They were 
accurately meafured j and as foon as the 
buds began to fwell in the^fpring, the 
whole trunk of one of them was cleanfed 
of its mofs and dirt, by means of a brufli 
and fbft water. Afterwards it was waftied 
with a wet flannel, twice or thrice every 
week, till about the middle of.fummer. 
In autumn, when the annual growth was 
fuppofed to be cornpleated, the beeches 
were again meafured ; and the increafe of 
the tree which had been walhed, was found 
to exceed that of the other, nearly in the 
proportion of two to one. * 

* See Dr. Halcs's Statical Effays ; Mr. Evelyn's Silva j 
and the Philofophical Tranfaaions, Vol. lxvii. 

Had 



MORAL TALES. 289 

Had you feen the commencement of 
this experiment, Alexis, you would pro- 
bably have fmiled at the nicety of the 
gardener, and thought his labour mifap- 
plied. But the conclufion of it will give 
you different ideas ; and perhaps convince 
you, by the obvious analogy, that cleanli^ 
nefs and frequent wafhing promote the 
health, vigour, and growth of the body. 
It may fatisfy you alfo, that various minute 
attentions, in the conduft of your educa- 
tion, which at prefent may feem to be 
fuperfluous and irkfome, are of real im- 
portance, by removing thofe caufes which 
would retard your progrefs towards manly 
ftrength and mental excellence. For everjr 
habit of aukwardnefs impairs fome ufeful 
power of a6lion ; and as the mofs preys on 
the nutritious juices of the beech, fo falfc 
opinions and principles defpoil the mind 
of a correfpondent portion of knowledge, 
truth, and virtue. 



TRUB 
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TRUE ELEVATION OF MIND DISPLAYED IN 
CONDESCENSION AND HUMANITY. 

QiR Philip, Sydney was one of the 
^ brighteft ornaments of Queen Eliza- 
beth's court. In early youths he difcovered 
the ftrongeft marks of genius and under- 
ftanding. Sir Fulk Greville, Lord Brook, 
who was his intimate friend, and who has 
written an account of his life, fays, 
*' Though I lived with him, and knew him 
" from a child, yet I never knew him other 
" than a man ; with fuch fteadinefs of 
** mind, lovely and familiar gravity, as cir- 
f' ried grace and reverence above greater 
^' years. His talk was ever of knowledge ; 
^* and his very play, tended to enrich his 
« mind." 

He was an adlive fupporter of the caufe 
of liberty in the' Low Countries, where 
Jie had a command, • under his uncle the 
Earl of Leiceller, general of the Englilh 
forces employed againft the tyrant Philip 
11. of Spain, In the battle near Zutphen, 

he 



MORAL TALES. 291 

he diiplayed the moft undaunted and en- 
terprifing courage* He had two horfes 
killed under him ; and whilft mounting a 
third, was wounded by a muflcet-fhot out 
of the trenches, which broke the bone of 
his thigh. He returned about a mile and 
a half on horfeback to the campj and be- 
in^ faint with the lofs of blood, and pro- 
bably parched with third, through the 
heat of the weather, he called for drink. 
It was prefently brought to him ; but as 
he was putting the vefTel to his mouth, 
a poor wounded foldier, who Happened 
to be carried by him at that inftant, looked 
up to it with wifhful eyes. The gallant and 
generous Sydney took the bottle from his 
mouth, jufl: when he was going to drink, 
and delivered it to the foldier, faying, 
" Thy neceffity is yet greater than mine'* 
Sir Philip was conveyed to Arnheim, and 
attended by the principal furgeons of the 
camp. During fixteen days, great hopes 
were entertained of his recovery 5 but the 
ball not being extrafted, and a mortifica- 
tion enfuing, he prepared himfelf for 
death with the utmoft piety and fortitude jj 

anc{ 
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and expired on the 17th ofOftober, 1586, 
in the thirty-fecond year of his age. He 
is faid to have taken leave of his brother 
in thefe afFefting terms : ** Love my me- 
mory ; cherilh my friends 5 their fide- 
lity to me may affure you -that they are 
*^ honeft. But above all, govern your will 
*' and affe<5tions, by the will and word of 
" your Creator ; in me beholding the end 
" of this world, with all her vanities," * 



cc 



SPECULATION AND PRACTICE. 

" A CERTAIN aftronomer was con- 
*' -'^ templating the moon through his 
*' telefcope, and tracing the extent of 
<' her feas, the height of her mountains, 
" and the number of habitable territories 
^^ which fhe contains. Let him fpy what 
" he pleafes, faid a clown to his compa- 
" nion ; he is not nearer to the moon 
<* than we are." f 

Shall the fame obfervation be made 
of you, Alexis ? Do you furpafs others iit 

* Seethe Biitifli Biography, Vol. vi. article Sydney. 

f Harris on Happinefs. 

learnings 
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learning, and yet in gbodnefs remain 
upon a level with the uninftrudted vulgar ? 
Have you fo long gazed at the temple of 
virtue, witliout advancing one ftep to- 
wards it ? Are you fmitten with moral 
beauty, yet regardlefs of its attainment ? 
Are you a philofopher in theory, but a 
novice in praftice ? The partiality of a 
father inclines me to hope, that the re- 
verfe is true, I flatter myfelf, that by 
having learned to think, you will be qua- 
lified to aft; and that the reftitude of 
your condu6t will be adequate to your 
improvements in knowledge. May that 
wifdom which is juftified in her wDrks, 
be your guide through life ! And may 
you enjoy all the felicity which flows from 
a cultivated underftanding, well-regulated 
afieftions, extenlive benevolence, and 
amiable manners! In thefe confift that 
fovereign good, which ancient fages fo 
much extol j which reafon recommends, 
religion authorifes, and God approves. 



THE END- 
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